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Smoothing the Memory: the Logic of the Reconstruction to Old Buildings

As the best carrier of human memory, old buildings' renovation and conservation show our respect to the history. Today, it has become
a common sense and is the most important motivation to protect old buildings. Chinese always respect the old. But during the one
hundred years in the last century, based on different historic reasons, the ethic is broken in silence. Along with the re-cogitation and
discovery to the past, the contemporary old buildings defense happen across China. Shanghai uses much excellent renovation &
conservation experience from foreign countries so becomes the birth place of successful paradigms.

There are numerous old buildings conservation models, and their origin is also the value base of re-development. Therefore, in the book,
due to the original style of the old building, we classify them on three genres: western-style buildings, old workshops and warehouses,
and traditional Chinese buildings & the others. You could see that, in the balance of all kinds of protection & recycling rules (such as
architectural aesthetics, bio-system, urban landscape and so forth), under the resultant forces from the new owners' inquiries and the
re-designers' renovation wisdom, whether the monoliths or the complexes, they demonstrate different trends and imaginations.

The traditional Chinese buildings and the western-style ones possess historic significance and prominent aesthetic values. The original
structure of the Tao Jia Zai is well reverted and all the late interior decoration is separated from the old constructions, offering a new way
of renovation; in the South Beauty 881, a new-buiilt all-glass restaurant in the court exists in harmony with the original building and brings
modern added value to the whole constructions; the Kuan*s Living is concise and exquisite every inch, seems to prove the tone of the
brand, and the renovation space and its new function cannot live without each other; the Bund Garden Hotel is revamped in accord
with the memory of the 1930s Shanghai and shows the reminiscence in the modern world.

The old workshops and warehouses, li-long and the other historic areas embody the reforming modes, such as "design center", and
“characteristic street". The "Art Street" Tian Zi Fang at Taikang Road, artists' creative studios and original tenements' ordinary life live in
peace with each other, exhibiting a Bohemian paradox; with the core of "Communication & Creativity", the Bridge 8 re-develops the
value of industry architecture and upgrades the significance of the whole factories; the growing-up New Factories and the BCM Life Arts
Center, from li-long factories and a silkworm warehouse, go on a new way to "leisure & culture" oriented landmarks.

The selected buildings in the book gain the personal logic of renovation based on the memory-smoothing. What exists is reasonable;

conserving what was reasonable is also reasonable.
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The Reconstruction to Old Western-style Buildings &i¥& &2 HasuE

It is said that the half charm of Shanghai depends on the great exposition of multi-styled western architecture. Compared with Qingdao, Dalian or any other former
treaty ports in China, the quality and number of western-style constructions in Shanghai may rank the first. During the last century, the foreign architectural styles exhibited
to the Chinese people through Shanghai, at the same time, many insightful men were inspired to explore the modern Chinese-style architecture, specially the dwelling
houses. It also can explain why so many literators and poets are willing to pen the moment when China met the modern in Shanghai, the "Oriental Enchanting City".
The conservation and use of the western buildings in Shanghai, continue the complex memory that Shanghai staggered into the modern world and becomes the economic
capital in China. When we concern about the successful paradigms, the New Heaven and Earth by Benjamin Wood, jumps out, as well as the South Beauty 881, the
private garden house at West Fuxing Road, and the Design Republic -----
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Enjoy Design in Life —
Design Republic

ZEREIT — 1’ EAM

In concert with its location, the Five on the Bund, the construction of modern Japanese-and-western combined style,
the fashionable furniture flagship "Design Republic" also go in minimalism, a relish of contemporary Japanese design.
The NHDRO employs cement, oak, copper, pig iron, glass and other materials to create a raw, cool space. The world

seems to extend unlimitedly. The extensive application of monotone opens the customer's eyes furthest. Meanwhile,

almost all components are free of lacquer, but polished or bushed by sand paper. They are original and lively and set
off the meaningful products.

The decorator also uses the former pattern to arrange doors, passages and separates and makes the space transform
to be elongated and intersected runways, which are lined with design furnishings, like gorgeous models. The way, of
exhibiting is the same as the show in museum. Dozens of furnishing brands are collected behind show wincibws, on
showstages and cabinets. The distance between the visitor and the articles will inspire the quality of the unique fu
The store of hundreds of square meters is a museum, exhibiting space, and communication room for creativitkﬁ :

austere shell that carries design soul.
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