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Ladies and gentlemen:

We will visit the Tiananmen Rostrum and square. First, please follow me to
see the Tian'anmen Rostrum.

Tian'anmen or the Gate of Heavenly Peace is located in the center of Beijing.
It was first built in 1417 and was originally called the Gate of Heavenly Succes-
sion, which served as the main entrance to the former Imperial City. At the end
of the Ming dynasty in 1644, it was seriously damaged in a war. When it was re-
built in 1651 in the Qing dynasty, the name was changed to Tiananmen.

Tian'anmen Rostrum is 34. 7 meters high with glistering vellow glazed tiles
on the roof. Chairman Mao's portrait is hung above the central entrance; there are
two slogans on each side. (One is: “Long live the People’s Republic of China. ”

The other one is: “Long Live the Great Unify of the People of the World. *)
. 6 .
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It has five passages, during the Ming and Qing dynasties; the passage in the
middle was especially reserved for the emperor himself. The emperor went
through the central passage on the way to the altars and temples for ritual and
some other religious activities.

During the Ming and Qing dynasties; Tian’anmen Rostrum was the place
where the important state ceremonies took place, the most famous “Imperial E-
dict Issused by Golden Phoenix” was held on the tower.

In front of the Tian’anmen Rostrum is QOuter Golden River. Spanning over
the Golden River are seven arched stone bridges, knows the Golden Water Bridg-
es. (The middle one was for the emperor only so it was called Imperial Bridge.
The two bridges on each side were used by royal family members; they were
called Royal's Bridges. The two bridges farther out were Ranking Bridges for the
civil and military officials above the third rank. The remaining two bridges in
front of the Zhongshan Park to the west and the Working People’s Cultural Palace
to the east, were for the officials below the fourth rank called Common Bridges. )

The two pairs of stone lions by the Gate of Tiananmen served as guardians in
the old days. A pair of marble columns standing in front of Tiananmen Rostrum
is made of white marble, sculptured with dragon design. Behind the rostrum
stands another pair of marble columns. In Chinese they are called “Huabiao”. On
the top of the Huabiao, a stone mythical animal squatting on the top is called
“Hou”. The pair of animals facing south were given the name “Wangjungui”, in
English: “Expecting the emperor’s coming back”. (which means whenever the
emperor stayed too long outside, it would warn the emperor should not to stay a-
way too long outside. Hurry back and take care of the state affairs, we were loo-
king forward to your return. ) Another pair of stone animals on Huabiao facing to
the Forbidden City was given the name “Wangjunchu”, in English “Expecting the
emperor's going out”. (Which means the emperor not to spend the luxury life in
the imperial palace, he should come out and get to know the sufferings of the
common people. ). \

Tiananmen Square is situated south of Tiananmen Rostrum, 880 meters long

.« 7 .



