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Duan Xi and His Artistic
Career

Duan Xi, born on February 20, 1946, Ge Jiu, “the
City of Tin”. Member of China Artists Association,
famous art critic, and scholastic artist.

Director of Editorial Dept. of Yunnan Fine Arts, chief
editor of Yunnan Painting and Calligraphy .

Specialist Judge of Yunnan Provincial Advertisement
and Public Advertisement Evaluation Committee, and
Yunnan Provincial Handcrafts and Fine Arts Masters
Evaluation Committee.

Published a series of New Year’s pictures and picture

story books, as We Love Learning, the Stretcher Made of

Skirts, etc. since the 1970s.

A number of his works was displayed on national and
provincial exhibitions. His paintings and theses on fine
arts have been carried on several periodicals, including
Economics Daily, Guangming Daily, China Youth Daily,
Fine Arts and Aomi Pictorial.

In recent years, several books were published, such
as 50 Years of Yunnan's Fine Arts, Appreciation of the
Awarded Chinese Picture Story Books, The Best Picture
Story Books over the past 50 Years, the Fine Arts in
Newspapers, Duan Xi’s Album of Sketches, the Trains in

1919, An Age of Tin and The Three Heroes of the City of

Tin.

Paintings such as Under the Huge Banyan and
Guan Yin were collected and appreciated by his fanatics
overseas.
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Inscriptions by Liu kaiqu, curator of China Art Gallery.
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Go Above and Beyond

A Brief Introduction to Duan Xi’s Artistic Career

By Yi Hui

Duan Xi, a devoting artist, has a wide range
of interests in fine arts and literature, and his great
achievements have been attributed to his diligent
efforts and overwhelming talents. His life and
dreams were sparkled in Ge Jiu, his hometown well-
known as “The City of Tin” and he maximized his
accomplishments in the capital of Yunnan Province.
Some experts say that he is a real scholastic artist.
That, I believe, is a true statement.

Duan Xi emerges as an artist at the presence of
scholars and as a scholar in the company of artists.
Artist or scholar, he deserves every title he receives.

From an artist’s perspective, Duan Xi has spent a
few decades in fine arts, covering Chinese painting,
block prints, picture story books, New Year pictures,
illustrations, and sketches. His works add up to
hundreds. Some of his works have been shown on
China’s national and provincial exhibitions and won
him awards nationwide. Some of his awarded works
have been published on accredited newspapers, such
as Economics Daily, Guangming Daily, China Youth
Daily, and periodicals such as Aomi Pictorial. Most of
his early works are realistic descriptions of history, and
culture. Most importantly, his mastery of the fine arts
has brought vivacity to all his works.

Born and brought up in “the City of Tin”, a certain
number of his works rooted from his enthusiasm for
Hong Hc prefecture and his hometown, “the City
of Tin”. His love and care can easily be felt in his
paintings, leaving us a long-lasting memory of a
patriotic scholar and artist, for instance, his traditional
Chinese paintings as the People in Hani Mountains,
the Xishan Mountain Ridges, his block prints Time and
Space, Going Home, and his sketches, the Working
People on the Mines, the Flourishing Old Banyanc.
Thanks to his picture story book the Three Heroes of
the City of Tin and the Chinese painting series Yuan

Jiagu, Duan Xi has become a household name in the

southern Yunnan province.

In the past several decades, Duan Xi has
contributed all his talents and energies into the
cultural development of “the City of Tin”. His
paintings, whether shown on exhibitions or carried
in newspapers, magazines and books, or collected
by customers, have built up his reputation in the art
community. Consequently, he deserves the honorable
title of an artist.

Being a scholar, Duan Xi has shown his special
talents in literature and writing, which has, through
years of painstaking efforts, grown into fruitful
achievements. So far, most of his writings have been
published nationwide, for example, his books 50 Years
of Yunnan's Fine Arts, Appreciation of Story Books
over the past 50 Years, Appreciation of the Awarded
Chinese Picture Story Books, etc. have told all about
his artistic theories; the Trains in 1919 and An Age of
Tin have explored the history of Yunnan Province. He
also wrote about news theories in his works the Fine
Arts in Newspapers, and briefed his road to an artistic
career in his books Duan Xi'’s Sketch Series and the
Three Heroes of the City of Tin. Having written over 3
million words in publication, Duan Xi is no doubt one
of the greatest scholars.

His achievements in writing have stirred up the
whole literary community. The Trains in 1910 has
been acclaimed as “filling out a blank space in the
contemporary Chinese history.” Appreciation of Story
Books over the past 50 Years and Appreciation of the
Awarded Chinese Picture Story Books were called the
“newest and latest” by some experts in picture story
book painting and also marked as “big creations™ by
China Association of Picture Story Books. 50 Years
of Yunnan's Fine Arts has won him the Honor of
Outstanding Social and Scientific Achievement of
Yunnan Province and Excellent Literary and Artistic

Works of Yunnan Province.



In addition, Duan Xi served as the chief or staff
editor of the Curriculum of Children'’s Modern Color
Painting, Selected Newspaper Sketches in China’
s Ethnical Areas, What Paintings Tell Us, etc. He
has written prefaces for a number of artists’ books,
not to mention his articles put on the national and
provincial publications such as China Youth, Fine Arts,
Hei Longjiang Daily News. Hong Kong Wen Wei Po,
Yunnan Daily.

Evidently Duan Xi’s artistic career and the long
road to success have implied a basic hint for us for a
fruitful life: “Practice --- Theory --- Practice.”

During an interview titled “Triumphant Duan Xi”
with Kunming TV, the hostess called him a “famous
artist in Yunnan Province”. Duan Xi said, “Talents,
Opportunity and persistence are the key to success”.
He is not an opportunistic person. He never stops
working to put his thoughts into practice. He didn’t
achieve his success by coincidence but through years
of assiduous efforts.

Since the year 1990 when he became the art editor
of Yunnan Daily, Duan Xi has begun his pursuits for
arts and strived for his own goals rather than limiting
himself to the painting work for the newspaper.
Later, he started his studies on fine arts of Yunnan
Province, meeting with many famous artists for an
overall understanding of arts, history, and culture. He
never seems to be satisfied with what he has achieved.
His reputations were not easily accumulated. With
his remarkable contributions in art theories and
commentaries in the theoretical researches on China’s
picture story book, in the studies on the history, in the
culture of Yunnan-Vietnam Railway, and in the culture
of tin in Ge Jiu, to call him an expert and scholar can’t
be more appropriate.

In the past decades, Duan Xi has enriched his
books and paintings with theories accumulated in
practices, which features his works with unique and
outstanding styles. The best example would be the
paintings completed during his recent visit to the
United States. These works, largely different from

his realistic ones, bring about a kind of supernatural

gracefulness. The shift in ways of painting from bold
to casual and elegant, the change in coloring from
thick to delicate and graceful, and the turning in
contents from single objects into a mix of different
matters in his works, have shown his breakthroughs in
fine arts and creations. For example, his Sweet Talks
and The Fisher bring livelihood of the characters in
the paintings. Another breakthrough would be the
brushwork shown in Miami Park in the Moonlight and
the City of Tin in Morning Glows, which has suggested
another style of modern paintings with the intcgration
of Chinese and Western arts.

For several times, he has mentioned in his
speeches, “Learn techniques from others, but paint
from our own hearts.” This is his idea on arts,
something improved on his long road to artistic
success. In his works, Duan Xi shows his authentic
feeling and his care about the society with poems and
beautiful pictures. These valuable paintings would
work to impose influences on him and others as well.
It can be firmly concluded that Duan Xi’s recent works
have reached up a new level.

The recently published book A Scholar and Artist:
Selected Chinese Paintings of Duan Xi has included
his works from the 1970s, the 1980s, and the recent
years. What can be easily found is the changes in
styles, especially in his thoughts and understanding of
the fine arts.

To recap, Duan Xi is the artist who has rooted his
success in life, knowledge, and deliberation, which
has been successfully integrated and expressed in his
paintings and books. We could feel the great efforts he
has made in art when appreciating his paintings and
reading his writings. Therefore, we can always expect
more versatile people like Duan Xi. We are hoping to
be enlightened from his outstanding artistic career.

Mr. Yang Zheng used to remark Duan Xi as
“constantly cultivating the delicates out of life and
going above and beyond to seck unique ideas”. This
is the best description for his integrity, spirits, creative

thoughts and achievements in art.
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