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"Questions to St

# In what aspects do you usually talk about your learning of English?

#  What do you think is the best way to learn English?

% Do you understand the comparative and superlative degrees of
adjectives and adverbs? |

# Do you know how to write a résumé?




s Learmng for Fun

k)

Tom

Stressing the value of a Iarge vocabulary, the college teacher told the class:“Use
a word 10 times and it will be yours for life.”

In the back of the room, a girl student looked out of the window and said softly:
“Tom. Tom. Tom. Tom. Tom. Tom. Tom. Tom. Tom. Tom.”

| . Working on Information

Words and Useful Patterns in the Dialogues

depend
circumstance
experience

% memorize

% examiner
attend
course

% subscribe

% dreadful
abroad

environment

[di'pend]
['sarkomstons]
[ik'spiarins]
['memaraiz]
[ig'zeemina]
[o'tend]

[kors]
[sab'skraib]
['dredful]
[9'bro:d]
[in'vaioranmant]|

A

It’s very kind of you to say so, but... .

The problem is... .

How long have you been learning...?

How have you learned...?

What do you find most difficult about...?

How are you g;)ing to learn...

in the future?

v v v
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Dialogues

A

Talking About English Learning

Wang Dan, a college student, is talking with his classmate Lin Lin about their learning of

English.

Wang Dan:

Lin Lin:

Wang Dan:

Lin Lin:

Wang Dan:

Lin Lin:

Wang Dan:

Lin Lin:

Wang Dan:

Lin Lin, I think your English is very good.

It’s very kind of you to say so, but it’s not as good
as I’d like it to be.

What do you think is the best way to learn English?
Well, it depends. It depends on the different
circumstances of different people. But from my
experience, I think the best way to learn English is
by using it.

By using it?

Yes. Many people complain that they spend a lot
of time memorizing new words and grammar rules
but they just forget them very quickly. I think the

most important thing is to practise more.

I see. Sometimes we do want to practise, but when —

we speak English, for example, we make so many mistakes.

I suggest you should not worry too much about making mistakes. You know, everyone

makes mistakes. Anyway, the more you speak, the fewer mistakes you’1l make. Don’t

you think so?
Yes, that’s right.

B An Oral Test

An oral English test is going on. The examiner is asking the student about

learning.

Examiner:
Student:

Examiner:
Student:

How long have you been learning English?

For about eight years now. I started to learn English
in junior high school.

How have you learned English?

First I learned English by attending lessons in high
school for six years. Then I went to an English
training class at a night school. And now I'm in
college taking English courses for two hours twice a
week. I’ve also learned a lot by listening to VOA

for

e

special English programmes and by subscribing to




Student: I think prepositions are perhaps one of the hardest problems for me. The spelling is

dreadful, too. In spite of these problems, I still love English and want to learn it as
well as I possibly can.

Examiner:  How are you going to continue learning English in the future?

Student: After graduation from the college, I hope I’1l have a chance to go abroad to improve

my English in an English environment.

Notes:

1.

It’s very kind of you to say so, but... HE/RIX 4135, At
HEAFSE =, AT THARREZFHSAEARRMR . —BRb, RITHFEA
Xt T 0N B T e T A A A R X T SR R 4 A7, AR A A AN AR > . B, B
AR RATIELT , AT S 16 : “No no, my English is very poor.” i 7E 3£ 15 SC AL B, 4R
HEEAE A E, SRATGEVHRIFET, TE LR SRR LS 2«
1) #25%, R Rom B
“Thank you. I’ m very glad if you really think so.”
2) WoyeEE FRHE AR .
“Thank you very much, but I still have some problems with grammar.”
“It’s very kind of you to say so, but I’ m not very sure about English idioms.”
3) ALER b e 48 % 2 SOA BN LA S
“Oh, in fact I can only say a few simple English words.”
“Do you really think so? I wasn’t sure if I could make myself understood.”
VOA special English programmes “3¢[E 2 & "FE 5957 H
VOA & Voice of America AR5 , “EEZ & FEHZFHEY HR LI TUFFEIBERRHRIEES
AT B Y B #% TR BOE W IR

RS reie i

EXERCISE 1

Give the best answer from each group of choices according to the dialogues.

1.

According to Dialogue A, Lin’s English is .

a. very good b. very poor

c. as good as Wang’s d. not so good as Wang’s
Which of the following is not true?

a. Different people may have different opinions about the best way to learn English
b. We should practise the new words and grammar we’ ve learned

c. We should pay attention to memorizing new words and grammar rules

d. Wang finds it difficult to remember new words

Why does Lin say Wang shouldn’t worry too much about making mistakes?

a. Because making mistakes is good for learning English

b Because it is natural for people to make mistakes in learning English



4. The student in Dialogue B

a. is a high school student

c. is a college graduate

5. The student has learned English by

a. attending classes '

b. attending classes and self-teaching

c. listening to the radio

d. reading English books and magazines

b. is a college student

d. is learning English abroad now

6. The student wants to go abroad to learn English because

a. there are many good English teachers there

b. he can read more English books there

0

o]

. he just likes the English environment

. English there is used as a mother tongue

Words and Expressions in the Passage

* knack [nzek] n. 15
master ['ma:sta] v. HiE EE
intelligent [in'telid3zant] a.  TEEAR, BAE H)
discover [dis'kAva] v. R
technique [tek'nizk] n. HI;EAR, HEE

% pattern ['peetan] n. B K
clue [kluz] n. (BB FRREER MBS R, =R
guess [ges] v, I e
communicate [ka'mjuznikeit] v. A1, ZBR

* Inexact [inig'zeekt] a. NHEWR, AR

* incomplete [iinkom'pli:t] a. B, ATEH
purpose ['pa:pas] n. H®

% regularly ['regjulali] ad. BINEH
probably ['probabli] ad. TRATRE, KA
independently [iindi'pendantli] ad. h~7Hb

x purposefully ['parpasfuli] ad. AP Hiri

* outline ['autlain] v.  HER,HEFE
pick up ¥
depend on WREE K
in order to AT

first of all

o



Passage

The Successful Language Learner

Some people seem to have a knack for learning languages. They can pick up new vocabulary,
master rules of grammar, and learn to write in the new language more quickly than others. They do
not seem to be any more intelligent than others, so what makes language learning so much easier
for them? Perhaps if we take a close look at these successful language learners we may discover a
few of the techniques which make language learning easier for them.

First of all, successful language learners are independent learners. They do not depend on the
book or the teacher; they discover their own way to learn the language. Instead of waiting for the
teacher to explain, they try to find the patterns and the rules for themselves. They are good guessers
who look for clues and form their own conclusions. When they guess wrong, they guess again. They
try to learn from their mistakes.

Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, successful learners do not wait for
a chance to use the language; they look for such a chance. They find people who speak the
language and they ask these people to correct them when they make a mistake. They will try
anything to communicate. They are not afraid to repeat what they hear or to say strange things; they
are willing to make mistakes and try again. When communication is difficult, they can accept
information that is inexact or incomplete. It is more important for them to learn to think in the
language than to know the meaning of every word.

Finally, successful language learners are learners with a purpose. They want to learn the
language because they are interested in the language and the people who speak it. It is necessary
for them to learn the language in order to communicate with these people and to learn from them.
They find it easy to practise using the language regularly because they want to learn with it.

What kind of language learner are you? If you are a successful language learner, you have
probably been learning independently, actively, and purposefully. On the other hand, if your
language learning has been less than successful, you might do well to try some of the techniques

outlined above.

 EXERCISE 2.
Choose the best answer according to the passage.
1. Why is language learning easier for some people according to the first paragraph?
a. Because they are much more clever
b. Because they use some good methods in their learning
c. Because they learn things more quickly
d Because they are good at guessing the answers to the teachers’ quesuons

oes knack in Paragraph 1 mean?




”

The main idea of paragraph 3 1s “
a. Successful language learners are active learners

b. Successful learners always look for a chance to use the language

c. Successful learners are not afraid to make mistakes

d. The purpose of language learning is to communicate with people

Why do successful language learners want to learn the language?

a. To learn from the people who speak the language

b. To use the language as a tool

A Because.they like the language

d. All of the above

The purpose of this passage is to

a. show that language learning is not so difficult as some peole might think

b. show the importance of communication in language learning

c. encourage the readers to use some learning techniques

d. tell the readers what kind of language learner the author is

It is implied in the last paragraph that

a. you are a successful learner

b. you are not a successful learner

c. less successful language learners should use some of the techniques mentioned above

d. if you learn independently, actively and purposefully, you will probably be able to learn the

language successfully

| EXERCISE 3|

Give a short answer to each of the following questions according to the passage.

1.

What knack do some people have for language learning?

How do successful learners learn languages?

Are teachers and text-books important in language learning?

What s the right attitude towards making mistakes?

" When communication is difficult, do successful language learners try to learn the meaning of

every word?




