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This is an exciting time to be in the design, engineering and geospatial fields. Design and
engineering is going through a once in a millennium shift from 2D paper based design to Digital
Prototyping in 3D. The design processes and the tools used by designers and engineers are also
changing. Rather than simply being focused on communicating a designer’s vision, Digital
Prototyping helps the designer create better designs through modeling, analysis and simulation - all
within the computer. “Experience it before it’s real” is truly becoming a reality with this new
generation of tools and design methodologies.

At the same time, the technology used by geospatial professionals is changing dramatically,
largely driven by the Open Source movement. Autodesk is committed to' providing you the
support and training you need to make the transition to 3D digital prototyping and to leveraging
Open Source technologies. By helping you, we also know that we are equipping you to help others
make this transition.

Every few generations a major technological shift takes place that changes the way we all live
and work. The design, engineering and geospatial communities are going through that change, and
you are fortunate to be in the right place at the right time to take advantage of it. I encourage you
to seize this opportunity and become a leader in driving the design and engineering professions to
digital prototyping or in taking advantage of the changes the open source movement is making in
the geospatial field.

Why do we feel so strongly about this? Simply put, Digital Prototyping enables
manufacturers and builders to bring better products and structures to market faster, thereby
satisfying their customers and increasing profits. Digital Prototyping also gives you the
opportunity to accelerate your career advancement and your personal opportunity by riding this
wave of technological change in the same way as the Open Source movement is creating new
opportunities in the geospatial field.

These are good reasons, of course, but Digital Prototyping and Open Source is more than just
about money and career goals. These trends are also an opportunity for you to advance your
community and country by developing new software that enables designers, engineers and
geospatial professionals to create more energy efficient, sustainable and safer designs. Autodesk is
committed to supporting creative people pursuing these long term goals that benefit all of us, and
are proud that our software, and your knowledge and skills, will play an important part in these
critical fields.

“Innovation has nothing to do with how many R&D dollars you have. When Apple came up with the
Mac, IBM was spending at least 100 times more on R&D. It's not about money. It's about the people you

have, how you're led, and how much you get it."

Steve Jobs, Co-Founder Apple Computer
Taylor Pohlman
Vice President, Autodesk Support & Learning
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For over 20 years AutoCAD has been the best selling design software tool in the world in large
part because it is a platform for thousands of specialized applications developed by customers,
resellers and commercial software developers. Learning to tailor AutoCAD to meet the needs of
specific user is a well worn path. Thousands of people have leveraged their expertise in the
AutoCAD Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) to enrich their personal and professional
value in the design and engineering market place.

We now see history repeating itself at a higher level with a new generation of innovators
developing next generation software solutions using the latest Autodesk software platforms——
Autodesk Inventor, Revit, and AutoCAD Civil 3D. I invite and encourage you the reader to study
hard and become experts in the Application Programming 1nterfaces for these next generation
design and engineering software platforms. The design and engineering professions need your
talent and expertise to help them along the path from creating 2D documentation with the computer
to 3D digital prototyping. Autodesk software platforms are just a start - and by themselves
insufficient to move the tens of millions designers and engineers to digital prototyping. The design
and engineering profession is broad and deep with hundreds if not thousands of different
specialties. No one company can meet the needs of all these design specialties. Only through
thousands of companies working together using common “open” design and engineering software
platforms can the needs for software tools for the wide variety of designers and engineers be
met. The Autodesk Developer Network is committed to educating and supporting individuals and
organizations developing the next generation of software design tools making digital prototyping
the standard process for design and engineering professionals around the world.

“somewhere out there, somewhere is a kid who will

invent something new that will change everything you do”’

Bill Joy, Co-Founder Sun Microsystems
Jim Quanci
Director, Autodesk Developer Network
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