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~——= ABOUT THE TEXT ¢

This article, which marks a Father’s Day, is about a common man who is looked uptoas
a hero by his children. Big Bruno, the author’s father, is as common as the man next door, a
typical average American. However, in the author’s eyes, he deserves the title “hero” better
than many of those celebrities to whom American society has handed out the title too freely. He
is honest, kind, and hard-working. He is a patient and caring father at home and a true friend
and a role model to people around him. He believes in doing good and loving everyone.

This article eulogizes the simple values of patience, gentleness, hard work, sense of

responsibility, as well as the capability of loving everyone. In a sense, Big Bruno is also a good
example of the American Dream, which urges everyone to improve his situation through hard
work.

This article is a good illustration of the technique of comparison and contrast. Notice that
the author’s father looks like a white man, but actually he is of Mexican origin, which indicates
his humble beginning in the United States; he is a gentle giant, who is strong in stature but
gentle in spirit, with a heart of gold. A contrast is also made between life’s ups and downs and

Big Bruno’s patient and positive attitude towards it.

N

“For Big Bruno, a Man We Can Look Up To ™: This article was published on the June 20
issue of Newsweek, 2005.

His ocean-blue eyes, pale white skin, and a head of light brown hair, can deceive you. :
You will be misled by his appearance into believing that he is a white man, but actually
he is not.

She thinks he’ll come back, but she’s deceiving herself.

I'was deceived by his uniform — I really thought he was a police officer.

He was a strong 18-year-old boy, aiming for something as great as his six-foot-tall
frame.: When he came to America, he was only 18 years old, but he was already six feet
tall. He hoped that in America he could achieve something really big.

We are aiming for a 50% share of the German market.

He worked so hard, aiming for a better education.

General Motors: General Motors Corp. (known as GM), the world’s largest automaker, has
been the global industry sales leader since it was founded in 1908. With its headquarters in
Detroit, GM manufactures its cars and trucks in 33 countries.

‘ Teacher's Manual
1a Unit 1

J
t
—




(BPART I | Beading for Information)

Pre-Reading Questions
1. What is a hero like in your mind?
2. What kind of life do you admire most?

By Elizabeth Sandoval

@ His ocean-blue eyes, pale white skin, and a heady of hght

brown hair, can deceive you. You’re certain when you look at
him that you are watching a white man. But after just a few
sentences, his accent is hard to miss.

o Bruno Sandoval came to this country from Mexico almost
50 years ago. He was a strong ﬁ-fyear-old boy,

thing as great as his six- foot-tall frame. The United Statesk
offered that. Hard work did not frighten him, so he took a job in
Texas driving a tractor for 50 cents an hour. He returned home
to finish his schooling, then came back in 1962, this time to
Chicago, where he worked for a dollar an hour in a warehouse.
Then for $1.25 an hour in an auto-parts factory. Then $1.50 an

hour storing Christmas decorations in a warehouse, $1.75 an

.
hour as a welder for General Motors and $2 an hour as a punch-

i

For Big Bruno, a Man We Can Look Up To'

deceive /dr'si:v/ v. Eik
accent /'=ksant/ n. 2 &

frame /fremm/ n. R4

tractor /'treekto/ n. HAEHL

schooling /'sku:l/ n. &K E
warehouse /'weshauvs/ n. £ &
auto-part n. A% R4

decoration /,deka'rerfan/ n, 4% %
welder /'weldo/ n. $# T

General Molors. £ B@ AR ENE

punch-press n. ¥ &
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operator /'pparerta/ n. #Af T

General Electric % B8 A & 529

continuously /ken'tmjuesly/ adv. &
B

illustrate /'flostrert/ v. 4ERA

pay off 2| =14

ultimately /'Altimotly adv. & %

talent /'tzlont/ n. 7 4%

rail frerl/ n. %

mechanic /mr'kentk/ n. FUK L, H T

neighborhood /'nerbshud/ n. 4K £

apartment /o'pa:tmant/ n. A%

climate /'klamit/ n. &A%

Amtrak /'emtrek/ ¥ B4k 3]

cash /kaf/ n. A&

mortgage /'mo:qids/ n. &7 5 2k

payment /'pemmont/ n. ¥4+ ( 49 &A
AFEH)

retired /rr'tarad/ adj. B4k

complain /kam'plem/ v. 36,4%

. alarm clock 4P
- mow /mou/ v. ¥ (%)

lawn /lo:n/ n. 3¢

stature /'stetfal n. & #

insult /'msalt/ n. #5%

criticism /'krrtisizam/ n. $3F

vocabulary /va'kabjulert/ n. #iLC
(£)

Spanish /'spenif/ n. &I T &

former /'fo:ma/ adj. AT

treasure /'trezo/ n. T RHIA

role model AEHf
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press operator for General Electric. His life continuouély illustrated

that hard work pays off.
& Ultimately, he put his talgqts to work in the rail yards as a
mechanic fé; Chzicagbyand several other cities. He met my
mother, Carmen, at a neighborhood dance and they married in
1967, when she was 20 and he was 27. A year later, daughter
Marie arrived. Five years later, I was born. By then my dad
owned a three-flat apartment building in the city. When he sold

it in 1976 to move us to California (the warm climate attracted

him) for a job with Amtrak he was able to pay cash for our new

house. Bruno would never know a mortgage payment.
@ My dad is retired now. But what I remember most about his
working days is that he never complained about his job. He was up at
five every morming without an alarm clock, and back at three or four
in the afternoon to mow the lawn, chat with neighbors and watch TV.
@ My dad may be strong in stature, but he has always had a
gentle spirit. The neighborhood kids used to line up so he could
lift them one at a time into the air with one arm. He was known
as Big Bruno, and he remains the most patient man I have ever
known. He is slow to get angry and has a heart of gold. You
seldom hear insults or criticisms from his mouth. He may not
have a very rich vocabulary (his native Spanish will always be
more familiar to him), but that has not stopped him from mak-
ing a lot of friends throughout the years; Phone call after phone
call comes from former co-workers or neighbors. My normally
quiet father chats and laughs loudly, and I imagine that they are

doing the same.

, uder than words, and the
kind of life that my father has lived has influenced me more

than any lecture he could have given. I do not remember a time



General Electric: General Electric (known as GE) is a diversified technology, manufac-
turing and services company, which produces transportation equipment, aircraft engines,
consumer and industrial appliances, lighting, nuclear reactors, medical equipment and
plastics. The company has operations in more than 100 countries and a workforce of
more than 315,000.

His life continuously illustrated that hard work pays off.: His own life experience told us
that hard work will always be rewarded.

It’ll be interesting to see if the investment pays off.

His last bet paid off poorly.

Ultimately, he put his talents to work in the rail yards as a mechanic for Chicago and
several other cities.: In the end, he worked as a mechanic on the railway in Chicago and
several other cities.

Ultimately, of course, he’d like to have his own business, but that won't be for some time.
Everything will ultimately depend on what is said at the meeting next week.

Amtrak: a private company which was established on May 1, 1971. It manages a nation-
wide rail system dedicated to passenger service in the U.S.

Bruno would never know a mortgage payment.: Bruno nevef bought a house by borrow-
ing money from a bank and paying back by installment.

They took out a $80,000 mortgage to buy the house.

If you fail to repay the mortgage, the bank will repossess your house.

These men have found a treasure in my father.: My father was very useful to these men
and they all liked him very much.

I don’t know what I'd have done without Lizzie when I was ill — she was an absolute
treasure. -

You are definitely a treasure to me for no one has ever been so kind to me.

A role model and a true friend.: My father served as a model in a particular social role for
them to emulate and they all regarded him as their sincere friend.

My elder brother has always been a role model for me.

My role model was, is and will always be my mother.

They say that actions speak louder than words: They say that what you do communicate
more clearly than what you say

Actions speak louder than words.

He is a man of action, not words.




