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Preface

Chinese Proficiency Test ( Han Yu Shui Ping Kao Shi, Abbreviated as HSK) is the most au-
thoritative Chinese as a second and foreign language test with standard and scientific features.
It is called Chinese TOEFL and it is given in and outside China annually. It consists Listen-
ing, Grammar, Reading Comprehension and Blank Filling, altogether 4 parts. The Reading
Comprehension of HSK consists of 50 questions and the examinee is required to accomplish
within 60 minutes. It takes a proportion of 29. 4% to the whole and it has a close relation-
ship with Integrated Part, which takes 23. 5% . Not understanding the brief idea of the pas-
sage, the examinee could not make a correct choice or write down the very word. Thus read-
ing ability is a key factor in HSK.

However, there are quite a few problems in examinees in this Reading Comprehension
part. For example: too long the passage is, not enough time, too many new words to under-
stand the main idea, low accuracy, no obvious improvement in countless questions and so
on. It is a problem how to improve the reading ability, skills and accuracy of the students.

The purpose of the books is to help students form a habit of correct reading, a new read-
ing approach, and master effective methods, enhance the accuracy through studying and
training.

Student — centered is the principle of the book.

1. Unique View. To see in the students’ shoes, it tries to solve the practical reading
problems by studying reading skills, integrating the teaching and exercises and heuristic ex-
amples. It can be divided into two parts, they are, vocabulary and passage reading. Vocabu-
lary part analyzes the question features and points. It also classifies the checking points, sum-
marizes and gives intensive exercises. Questions can be sorted into 4 categories in passage
reading, they are major idea, details, inference and meaning comprehends. In each of them,
common seen questions and reading skills, practical usage, approaches and intensive exerci-
ses on certain pattern are listed .

2. Language materials are quite practical. The compiler pays much attention to the di-
versification of the subjects and styles. The language materials are full-scale and close to the
real HSK. It shows the question approach, variation and new ideas in recent years.

3. Contents accord the outline. It refers to HSK Vocabulary and Chinese Characters
Classification Outline, Chinese Proficiency Standard and Grammar Classification Outline,
and HSK itself. The prescribed class A, B and C (Basic and medium) grammar checking
points and vocabulary are all included in the exercises. Furthermore, the key language points
are reinforced for many times to strengthen the memory.

The book has extensive target readers, suitable for examinees of Basic and Medium

..



Preface

HSK.

I would like to thank Director Shen Puna and Editor Zhang Jinkai from Peking Universi-
ty Press for their great support, without them the book will not be published. In the process,
warm directions have been given by Prof. Meng Guo, Prof. Tan Ruwei of College from the
Chinese Language & Culture, Tianjin Normal University, Prof. Chen Yan from College of
Literature, Tianjin Normal University and a lot of valuable advice has been given by Mrs.
Jiao Yumei from School of Chinese Language, Tianjin Foreign Studies University. The Japa-
nese part was translated by Prof. Yu Li from Waseda University, Japan; the Korean part was
translated by Miss. Xuan Mingshi from International Education College, Tianjin University
of Traditional Chinese Medicine; the English part was translated by Mr. Alfred Leo from In-
ternational Education College, Tianjin University of Traditional Chinese Medicine. Hereby I
would like to express my special thanks to them.

Editor
Dec. 2005
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Prolog

Dear Foreign Friends

If your vocabulary is less than 500, you may not continue temporarily.

If your are reluctant to try new reading methods, please do not continue.

If you can finish reading the following article and achieve accuracy of 80% or above, it
is not necessary for you to read this book.
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If you want to improve your Reading Comprehension in HSK, and pursue an effective

oo w>

reading method, develop an excellent reading habit, please read this book.

If you are courageous about changes and willing to accept new things, please try this
book.

If your points are not satisfactory after the test, please read this book.

After carefully reading of this book, your reading duration will be obviously shortened.

your accuracy will be greatly enhanced.
you will possess strong confidence in reading.
you will obtain ineffable pleasure of reading.

The Reading Comprehension of HSK ( Basic and Medium) consists of 50 questions and
the examinee is required to accomplish within 60 minutes. It takes a proportion of 29. 4% to
the whole and has a close relationship with Integrated Part, which takes 23. 5% . Directly or
indirectly the behavior of Integrated Part is influenced by the reading ability. Not understand-
ing the brief idea of the passage, the examinee could not make a correct choice or write down
the very word. Thus reading ability is a key factor in HSK.

Many students regard reading as an agony that has to be done. Their solution is Forced
Reading. Doing one simulative test after another, students are exhausted and keep no interests.
However, the ability has not been improved by any means. Chinese reading should have been
easy and cheery and can be easy and cheery. Then how to get rid of the Forced Reading? The
key lies in the following short story.

Once upon a time there was a talented Taoist who could turn any useless stone into gold
by pointing with his finger. One day he made his prentices sit around him. He himself pointed
a pile of stones and suddenly all of the stones were turned into glistening yellow gold in differ-
ent sizes. All his prentices were surprised and applauded in delight. The Taoist told them:
“Each of you may pick one piece of gold and go to buy something to eat or use as you like. ”
The followers threw themselves onto the gold pile to choose. One wanted to pick one with the
purest yellow color, one wanted the most shining piece and another one simply wanted a big-
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gest one. While almost everyone was busy searching, only one prentice did not make his move

to choose. He stood beside his master lost in thought. His eyes were widely open and gazed at
the finger as if thinking about something. “Why don’ t you choose one you like?” the Taoist
asked. “Although gold is wonderful, it will be used out one day. What I am interested is your
finger which can turn stones into gold” answered the prentice. In the end the smart prentice
was to learn the magic to turn the stones into gold, not the limited gold in front of him.

The magic of turning stones into gold can make you a rich man and it is the same in
HSK. With the magic you are invincible and can sweep away all the obstacles. What is the
magic of Turning Stones into Gold after all? —Please read this book and you will find the
answer.

This book helps the examinees of HSK to analyze the conventional question patterns,
theme features, ideas and skills of solving questions of Reading Comprehension. It gives in-
cisive explanations to each of the patterns and summarizes. In this way a totally new thinking
method is developed. Accompanied with abundant related exercises, the examinees may
draw inferences about other cases and pass the examination successfully.
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