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Unift One

Text A Shandong in Brief

Shandong,

Where the Mount Tai rises abruptly,
the Yellow River meets the sea,

and Confucius was born.

shandong Province, in the coastal area of East China is located between 34
and 38 degrees north latitude, and 114 and 112 degrees east longitude. Its east-
west span is 700 km, and south-north span 420 km. On the lower reaches of the
Yellow River, Shandong Province is composed of peninsula and inland area. It
borders the Bo Sea and Yellow Sea in the east, and faces the Korean Peninsula
and the Japanese Archipelago to the east. The western inland part borders
Hebei, Henan, Anhui, Jiangsu from north to south. With a whole surface area
of 156.7 thousand square kilometers, Shandong Province makes up 1.6 percent
of Chinese territory.

The special geographical location of Shandong Province makes it the key
link between the Yellow River Economic Zone and the Bohai Rim Economic
Area, the juncture area of North China and East China, therefore it occupies an
mmportant position in the national economy.

Shandong Peninsula possesses 3,024 km coastline, 1/6 that of the whole
nation. Numerous islands are scattered off shore, among which as many as 326
are larger than 5,000 square kilometers.

Shandong Province is crisscrossed with rivers and lakes. There are over 100
rivers with their main streams longer than 50 km. The Yellow River, long-
honored as the “Mother River of the Chinese Nation”, finishes its long journey
from tributaries in Qinghai here. It enters the province in the southwest and
cuts through the province for more than 610 kilometers before emptying into
the Bohai Sea in the northeast. As the lowest point, the Yellow River Delta,
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2-10 meters above the sea, forms an area of 23 square kilometers at the estuary
of the Yellow River each year, becoming the youngest land in China that is
growing. The famous Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal flows for 630 km from the
southeast to the northwest through the plains in western Shandong, where
people can also find the biggest stretch of inland water in Shandong, the
Southern Four Lakes (Nansi Lake). The Southern Four Lakes, consisting of the
Weishan, Zhaoyang, Dushan, and Nanyang lakes, cover a total area of 1,375
square km, and are among the 10 largest freshwater lakes of the nation.

The Central part of Shandong is mountainous, and east and south part is
hilly. The alluvial plain of the Yellow River, part of the North China Plain,
occupies the north and northwest parts of Shandong. Major mountains in
Shandong include Mount Tai, Mount Meng, Mount Lao, Mount Lu, Mount Yi,
Mount Culai, Mount Kunyu, Mount Jiuding, and Mount Menglianggu. Mount
Tai, ranking first in China’s Five Sacred Peaks, stands in the Central
Shandong. As the highest spot of the province, 1532.7 meters (2007) above the
sea level, Mt. Tai has been named the “World Natural and Cultural Heritage”
by the UNESCO.

The climate of Shandong is temperate zone monsoon climate, which
features distinctive seasonal changes. It has long, hot and rainy summers, short
springs and falls, and long and dry winters. The average temperature ranges
from 11 to 14 degrees centigrade. The annual precipitation ranges about 550-950
mm. Summer is the best season for tourists to coastal areas in Jiaodong
Peninsula, and spring and fall are the best time to the inland area.

According to statistics of the Fifth National Census, the total population of
the province was 90. 79 million. There are 54 ethnic groups, including the Han,
Hui, Manchu, Zhuang, Korean, Miao, Tibetan, Yi, Yao, and Bai in
Shandong Province, of which the Han population accounts for 99 percent. Of
the minority ethnic groups, the Hui people has the largest population, then
follows the Manchu minority, and the Zhuang people comes the third.

Shandong Province is also considered the birthplace of China’s pottery,
porcelain and silk. Throughout the province tourists can find traditional items
like the clocks and watches of Yantai, the porcelain of Zibo, the kites of
Weifang, the shell-carving and beer of Qingdao.
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Useful Words and Expressions
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Text B History and Culture of Shandong

“Shandong” was first called as a geographic name during the Warring States-
Period (475-221 B. C.), though at that time this name generally referred to a
vast area east of the Taihang Mountains. In the Jin Dynasty(1115-1234 A.D.),
Shandong Eastern and Western regions were set up, and Shandong became an
administrative name for the first time. Shandong Prefecture was set up during
the Yuan Dynasty (1206-1368 A.D.) During the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644A.
D.), the central government set up Shandong Administrative Department, with
similar administrative divisions to those of Shandong today. In 1377, the cébital
of Shandong Province was moved to Jinan. Shandong Province was set up in
Qing Dynasty (1616-1911 A.D.), Jinan as the capital city. In the pre-Qin
period, the two ancient kingdoms in Shandong territory, Qi State and Lu State,
had greatly influenced the Chinese history with their highly advanced economy,
politics and culture. Therefore today Shandong is called “Land of Qi and Lu”
and “Lu” for short.

Shandong is one of the birthplaces of the ancient Chinese culture. The
fossil of Yiyuan ape-man proved that Shandong has been the cradle for human
beings five hundred thousand years ago. The Beixin Culture of the early and
middle periods of the New Stone Age has a history of about seven thousand
years. Dawenkou Culture and Longshan Culture at the end of the primitive
society were first found and named in the province, which evidenced that the
ancient habitants, the so-called East Tribes ( Dongyi people) had already
changed from a matriarchal to a patriarchal society with rather advanced
agriculture, ammal husbandry and handicraft industry. In the early Xia
Dynasty (2070-1600 B. C.), Shandong entered the slave society, and in the
Shang Dynasty (1600-1046 B.C. ) Shandong was a central area. In the Western
Zhou Dynasty(1046-771 B.C), a number of states were founded, and as the two
economic pillars of the Zhou Dynasty, the Q1 and Lu states exerted profound
influence in Shandong’s historical development. The Great Wall constructed by
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the state of Qi, the earliest defense works in China, was several hundred years
older than that built in the Qin Dynasty (221-206 B. C.). Until the Northern
Song Dynasty (960-1127), Shandong was the political and economic center of
China.

There are many major historical sites to visit in Shandong. The inscriptions
on clay pots unearthed at Dawenkou in 1959 and Dinggong Village in 1991 were
believed to bear the earliest Chinese written language. The ruins of ancient
Chengziya Longshan Town is considered one of the earliest cities in China and
portions of the Great Wall built during the Qi State period is believed to be the
most ancient great wall in the country. Some other historical findings in
Shandong include the Tombs of Han Dynasty Kings at Luozhuang, one of
China’s 10 Most Remarkable Archaeological Discoveries in 2000. Shandong is
also one of the birthplace of chinaware and silk. It is the main supplier of silk in
the trade between China and Persia in both Han Dynasty and Tang Dynasty.

Long known as the “Hometown of Confucius and Mencius”, Shandong has
always been reputed as “the land of ceremony and propriety”. Throughout
history, Shandong has been the home of a large number of historical and .
cultural figures, who have exerted great influence on Chinese culture, and that
continues to this day. Confucianism, the pillar of the Chinese traditional culture
was developed by Confucius, the great philosopher, educator and politician
honored as a sage, is pivotal to traditional Chinese culture and still exerts great
influence around the world. The Art of War written by Sun Wu, a famous
ancient strategist on military science, is considered as a classic in both military
and commercial circles. Besides Confucius and Sun Zi, who were respectively
renowned as the “Sage of Culture” and the “Sage of Strategy”, other famous
ancient figures from Shandong include Mencius and Zengzi, who were also
ancient Confucian thinkers, Mozi, the founder of Mo Theory as well as a
scientist, and Zhuangzi, the representative thinker of Taoism. The famous
Guan Zhong also lived there, who as the prime minister of Qi and renowned
economist. Gan De, an astronomer in the Period of Warring States; Jia Sixie,
ancient agriculturist known for his book Art of Agriculture; inventor and
handcrafter Lu Ban, Bian Que, founder of traditional Chinese medicine,
strategist Zhuge Liang, Prime Minister of Shu in the Period of Three
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Kingdoms, who’s considered as a figure of wisdom and military science; as well
as poetess Li Qingzhao and poet Xin Qiji, and novelist Pu Songling. Wang
Xizhi, the “Sage of Calligraphy”, Yan Zhengin, top calligraphist in ancient
China; Liu Xie, literature critic; Xin Qiji, the representative of the heroic and
bold style of Ci poetry, and Li Qingzhao, the representative of the sentimental
and graceful style; Zhang Zeduan, the painter of famous scroll Life Along the
Bian River at the Pure Brightness Festival and Pu Songling, a literature master
for his short stories in Qing Dynasty. Their contributions have all been recorded
in history, which is also a very important part of the cultural tradition of
Shandong.

Useful Words and Expressions
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Text C Customs of Shandong

Different places have different folk customs. Shandong lies on the lower
reaches of the Yellow River. It neighbors Henan Province on the west,
receiving a strong influence of the culture of the Central Pains. It faces the sea
on its east and enjoys the customs of coastal areas. On its south lies the land of
former Dong Wu, a place abundant in fish and nice. On its north lies the vast
North-China Plain, an important place where China’s north and south cultures
merge and clash. The land has a untied topography. In its southwest stand great
mountains like Mt. Tai and Mt. Meng and rest vast lakes like Weishan Lake
and Dongping Lake. In its east, Shandong boasts a coastline of over 3,000
kilometers. On this land, the Yellow River runs from west to east and the
Grand Canal flows from the North to the South. Its landforms and geological
structure differ from place to place. “On different mountains, people sing
different songs,” so the folk Customs of Shandong enjoy common features but
are still with local particularity Shandong is a multi nationality province, but
most of its population belong to the Han nationality and the folk customs of the
Han nationality assume a prominent position. Moreover, there are also the
special folk customs of the Hui and Man nationalities.

With strong local customs, the Shandong People attach great importance to
affection for the hometown, friendship and emotional attachment among the
family members. Folk customs bear rich social and cultural connotations.
Shandong is one of the earliest settlements of mankind. It has given birth to
Longshan Culture and Dawenkou Culture. On this land, the states of Qi and Lu
stood. It has produced Confucianism and Quanzhen Taoism and is a place where
Buddhism is also popular. It has also given birth to cultural celebrities like
Confucius, the Sage, Mencius, the Lesser Sage, Mo Zi, the sage of science, Lu
Ban, the sage of architecture, Wang Xizhi, the sage of calligraphy. Zhuge
Liang, the sage of intelligence and Pu Songling, the world’s king of short
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stories. The 5,000 civilization, the diversified geographical conditions and the
varied cultural traditions have led to the formation of varied beliefs, dietary
customs and architectures. These folk customs have shown from different
perspectives the colorful life and strong cultural setting of the land.

The people of Shandong are well-known for their honesty, open
mindedness, hospitality and humor. A guest is well received in both cities and
rural areas alike. You can live with the people, enjoy their food, chat with the
them, make jiaozi with them, do dragon lantern dance, the land-boat dance,
yangko dance, walk on stilts, print Spring Festival pictures, make kites, go
outing, observe the Double Ninth festival on mountains and go to temple fairs.
Tour to Shandong can not only give you a jolly time, but relaxation in the local
carnival.

Shandong’s regional culture has its own characteristics and varieties. The
time-honored traditional folk art include kites, paper-cuts, Shandong
embroideries, etc. The traditional performing arts in Shandong include Lu
Opera, Liuzi Opera and Shandong Bangzi, Laiwu Bangzi, Wuyin Opera and Qu
Yi, the traditional art form of singing and storytelling, including Shandong
Kuaishu, Shandong Qinshu and the Big Drum. There are more than 260 kinds
of folk song genres and dances, among which Shanghe Drum Yangge, Jiaozhou
Yangge and Haiyang Yangge are called the “Three Major Kinds of Shandong
Yangge”. Martiral arts and acrobatics of Shandong also have been well received
by tourists. There are over 100 performance venues, 133 public libraries and
159 artistic and cultural museums and centers. Shandong cuisine, which ranks
first of the four major styles of cuisine in China, is the basis and representative
of all styles of cuisine in north China. Each of Jinan, Jiaodong and Confucius
Mansion cuisine, which are braches of Shandong cuisine, has its own brilliant
characteristics in the other’s company.

Come and discover the attractions of Shandong and the charms of its folk
customs.
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Useful Words and Expressions
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Text A Spurting Spring Park

Tourists to Jinan should first go to visit Spurting (Baotu) Spring Park.
Located on the southwest corner of the old city, ranked as a 4A-class Scenic
Area, Spurting (Baotu) Spring Park has 27 springs. Beside Spurting (Baotu)
Spring, other springs ¢an be found in the surrounding areas, such as Golden
Thread (Jinxian) Spring, Jade Rinsing Spring (Shuyu), Horse Running Spring
(Mapao), Reclining Ox Spring ( Woniu), Huanghua Spring, Willow Catkins
(Liuxu) Spring and Old Golden Thread (Lao Jinxian) Spring.

When Spurting (Baotu) Spring Park was first built in 1956 it covered an
area only of 3.4 hectares. In 1999 the local government expanded its grounds to
its present size, about 10. 5 hectares. The old buildings and relics there have
been restored. The springs and ponds have been thoroughly dredged, and the
banks lined with stone. Lawns and rockeries have been built and numerous trees
and flowers planted. The park features sightseeing, fish watching, tea
sampling, stones and culture, especially noted for its exquisiteness, cleanliness,
peacefulness, simplicity and elegance.

The park has three gates, of which the East Gate is the main entrance. On
the horizontal board is inscribed three Chinese characters #J%€ £ written by Mr
Guo Moruo. Entering the main gate visitors will first catch a sight of a rockery,
30 meters from north to south and 13 meters from west to east, which was set
up in 1964 with North Taihu stone. There is a cave under the rockery with an
area of about 16 square meters where visitors can take a short rest before they
go inside the park. The cave of the rockery is designed successfully with a large
piece of stone. On the cave wall there are enough rifts to allow light and air to
go into the cave and make it neither too dark nor humid.

Located in the west of the park, Spurting (Baotu) Spring, the symbol of
the City of Jinan, also known as Threshold (Kan) Spring or Luoshui Spring.



