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Preface

Zhang Xueliang, the elder of the century, is an eminent patriotic general with outstand-
ing merits in Chinese modern history. Premier Zhou Enlai has praised him as “a great man
who rendered outstanding service to our nation through the ages” and “national hero” .
Comrade Jiang Zemin has spoken highly of him as the “great patriot” . In order to
commemorate this century giant who made outstanding contributions to the Chinese
national liberation, we successfully held the large-sized historical topic exhibition Century
Zhang Xueliang in 2006 by collecting the research results over years, which is unanimously
praised by mass audience. Therefore, we compile the picture album Century Zhang
Xueliang based on the exhibition to review the historical footstep of General Zhang with the
vivid pictures, interpret his life of legend and show his great spirit of patriotism.

Zhang Xueliang was born in a family of feudal warlord. He joined the army at his early
age and stepped onto China’s political stage at his age of 28. Defending national unity and
striving for national independence became his relentless life pursuit. He made great historic
contributions to national unification and the armistice of the civil war between KMT and CPC
by leading and launching Flag Changing for Unification and the mediation for the civil war
in central China. Especially at the crucial moment of Chinese nation, he launched Xi’ an
Incident with General Yang Hucheng with the mind of making vigorous efforts to turn the
situation and upholding the Chinese national righteous cause of Resistance against Japan
and Saving the Nation from Extinction and escorted Jiang Jieshi to Nanjing in person putting
aside his own safety and honor and disgrace, which brought about the second cooperation
between the KMT and the CPC and smoothed the way for uniting the Chinese Nation to
Resist against Japanese Aggression. Mao Zedong once said, “Without the action of
Zhang Hanging escorting Jiang Jieshi to Nanjing on Dec. 25, without Mr. Jiang Jieshi’ s
approach to deal with the problems arising from Xi’ an Incident, peace would be impos-
sible, China would be ravaged by successive wars and we would not know where it would
go.”

Zhang Xueliang was open and aboveboard and always took whole situation into
account in his life. After Xi’ an Incident he started his 54 years of imprisonment life with
bleak wind and bitter rain in the prime of his life. Though he was treated unfairly, he had
neither complaints nor regrets and always smiled at the life. On Oct. 15, 2001, Zhang
Xueliang died conceiving the sorriness of not returning to his motherland before his death.
But his forthright character of acting with courage and determination, sublime manner of
conducting himself with leniency, simple and pure spirit of patriotism and spirit of self-
sacrifice without complaints and regrets will remembered by people for ever and his
outstanding historical merits and patriotic demeanor will go down in history.
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