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Words from the Editor

Stein once came to Xinjiang to explore and do his archaeological work for 4 times early or late
at the beginning of last century. He excavated wantonly Dandanwulik temple ruins, Niya ruins, Loulan
ruins, Milan ruins and Turpan historical relics and stole a great amount of precicus historical relics,
Stein had a so—called bumper harvest and, for this reason, enjoyed a high reputation at home and
abroad.

During periods of 1900-—-1901,1906——-1908,1913---1915,when exploring and doing his
archaeological work in Xinjiang, Stein was taken " good care of " in many ways , so his excavating
work was extremely successful, and he stole and excavated a great amount of cultural relics,then
carried them abroad. In 1929, based on the success of former 3 times, cherishing the plan of
plundering more enormous historical relics, Stein intended to come to Xinjiang and other places
again to excavate antiques with the help of Harvard University in the United States and the British
Museum. At the beginning of 1930 year, for Guomin Government could not bear the pressure brought
by the United States and the United Kingdom, Stein got an ordinary passport to travel in the Xinjiang
area from Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Guomin Government. In Sept. of the same year he entered
Kashi in Xinjiang from India, thus, began to explore antiques for his 4—th time.Who could have
expected that, this moment,the political situation in China changed remarkably. Because of suffering
the protest from insightful persons of the Central Research Institute, the Council of Antique Protection,
the Chinese academic institutions, associations, organizations and all social circles, Guomin
Government had to decide to withdraw Stein’ s passport finally and ordered the Administrative
Council to deport him. In Feb. 1931, Stein was forced to stop excavating antiques in the Yutian,
Ruogiang area in Xinjiang, via Korla returned to Kashi, and via Puli( Now Tashikorgan County) left
the country in the end of May of the same year. All of antiques obtained through improper means
were kept temporarily in Britain Consulate in Kashi, and later turned over to the Council of Antique
Protection in Beiping through the negotiation of the provincial government. Before he left the country,
Stein had photos taken of these antiques and carried them with himself to the British dependent
state———India. Nowadays, these photos and their improved photographic glass—plates are in stock in
the Collecting and Storing Department of the Oriental and Indian Antiques in the British Library.

Stein’ s 4—th stealing and excavating antiques in Xinjiang ended in failure. For this inglori—
ous thing Stein did not utter a word, felt ashamed to open his mouth, and never talked about it
on public occasions, in his articles and works later. The relevant articles and works at home and
abroad are still mainly based on Western historical materials and viewpoints. They are often biased
against facts, hard to reflect historical facts objectively.

e T T [t hr

27



By T ETEY |

28

In order to bring this phase of less—known history to light and make common people all-sidedly,
precisely understand the course of occurrence and development of the affair, Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region Archives and Niya ruins Academic Research Agency of Bukkyo University of
Japan have cooperatively compiled and published the book of “Archival Historical Documents of
Stein’ s 4—th Exploring in Xinjiang .”

There are collected 108 pieces of archival historical documents of Stein’s 4~th travel in Xinjiang
in this book. Among them, 82 pieces come from the collection of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region Archives, 26 pieces come from the collection of the other archives. Their content involves the
cause and effect, the progressive course of the affair and the attitude of the Chinese governments at
all levels at that time, reproduces truly and objectively the indisputable fact of Stein’ s stealing and
excavating antiques in Xinjiang.

On the occasion of the forthcoming publication of the book, we express our sincere gratitude to
Mr.Kojima Yasutakas, the ambassador of the Chinese—Japanese culture and friendship, the cultural
adviser of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region Government, the representative of Niya ruins Aca—
demic Research Agency of Bukkyo University of Japan for his devotion to the Xinjiang cultural and
educational cause. Also in the compilation and publication of the book of Archival Historical Docu-
ments he has given us the energetic support. At the same time, allow us to express our thanks to Mrs.
Sun Shenqing and Mr. Zhang Lizheng for their hard work in the translation of the book.

The collected documents in the book are published by means of colourful photolithograph, so as
for readers and researchers to use these precious historical documents more directly and effectively.

The Editor
June 2007



Editorical Explanation

1.Most of archival historical documents in this book originate from collected files and materials
in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region Archives. These historical documents mirror basic situations
of Stein's 4—th travel and archaeological activities in Xinjiang during the period of 1930 —- 1932
years, the attitude to and handled results of these affairs of Chinese goverments at all levels at that
time.

2.Selected archival historical documents in this book are arranged in their chronological order.
The marked time in archival historical documents are the dispatching time in their original texts. If
their dispatching time is unknown, the marked time is used according to the way of textual research
of the editor. All the old Minguo calendar the editor converted into the Gregorian one.

3. All titles of archival historical documents are drafted. Therefore, the text of the book would
not titled anymore, only order numbers are listed so as to be consulted.

4.For the different Chinese version of “$ff3H&” in these historical documents, the current ver—
sion is adopted in all titles. “FE)fXi%” . “FIIHEE” and others, for example, unified and translated into
“$HE” (Stein) . Dispatchers and receivers of drafted titles are marked with names of organization,
except a few of letters and telegraphs. Word “ Xinjiang” is omitted in titles of Xinjiang Provincial
Government and its subordinate organizations.

5. The took is published by means of photolithograph. In order to keep original forms of archival
historical documents, some seriously damaged pages are repaired properly, their ground colour are
delt with entirely, and their alternation are shown as notes behind.

6. For the convenience for readers to know the forms and sources of selected archival historical
documents, the editor has marked the sizes of original documents at the bottom of their first appeared
page, and listed their sources collectively in the end of the book.

7.This book is compiled by the Archives of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region together with
Niya ruins Academic Research Agency of Bukkyo University of Japan.
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