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Abstract

The history of Chinese going abroad for further education has
been long and complex, but fruitful. Since the reform and opening-up
policy was adopted in 1978, a rapid development can be observed in the
cause of overseas education. It is of great sigmificance for the healthy
development of overseas education to look back at the history, to
understand the wvalue of overseas studies for the society and for the
individuals, correctly evaluate the present situation of the industry and
propose the feasible measures.

The approaches adopted in this paper include historical retrospection,
comparison/contrast, statistic data analysis, theoretical hypothesis and
empirical verification and interviews. On the basis of the overview of
the literature at home and abroad on overseas cducation, this essay
traces the histury and evolution of policies on overseas education,
analyzes its value for the state and individuals, discusses the canse and
significance of the formation of overseas education industry in the
background of China setting up its market economy and education industry,
and introduces the developing situation of the overseas education at
present. We expect to explore, with a consideration of the situation in
China, a path for the development of Chinese overseas education
through researching on the experiences and failures of other countries
and areas such as India, South Korea, Singapore, Philippine, Taiwan,

and Hong Kong,



fremd: of . Chinese Ovetsess. Study

According to the historical records of modern times, seven groups
of students were sent to study abroad before the founding of People’s
Republic of China in 1949, After that, the development of overseas
education can be divided into four phases: 1) from the early years of the
founding of the PRC to the Cultural Revolution, 2) during Cultural
Revolution, 3} from the adoption of the opening-up pelicy to the year of
1992, and 4) from 1992 to the presenmt. Under the state policy of
“Supporting overseas studies, encouraging the return of overseas student
and respecting the students own free choice”, the industry has been on
the rapid rise.

The education of studying abroad is of great social value and
personal value to China. It not only promotes the cultural exchanges and

/diﬂ"usion between China and western countries which has trained a great
number of creative talents, but also facilitates the internationalization and
modernization of Chinese higher education. Moreover, it coniributes
enormously to the international economic, technological, educational and
cuitural exchanges. With regard to personal value, the students can
derive great advantages in foreign languages and professional knowledge
as well as an immense space for development frotu studying abroad.

It is believed in this article that the Chinese education of studying abroad
should be operated in accordance with the method of industrialization. In
order to prove this argument, some tentative research has been done in
this article on the following aspects: whether the Chinese education of
studying abroad satisfies the conditions to carry out the industrialization,
and the meaning of realizing it as well as how to carry out this process.

It is shown in the research findings that the Chmese education of
studying abroad has already had the conditions to camry out the
industrialization. On the one hand, there are many factors that havegiven

2.



- Apstract:
birth to the potentially huge and continuous demands of the market in
the education industry of studying abroad such as the prominent
contradiction between the mnational supply of standard or superior
education resources and its demand, the reinforcement of the
comprehensive national strength and the rise in residents’ income, the
support of national policy, the opening of educational market, the
Chinese nationnal tradition as to showing great respect to teachers as
well as highly valuing education, the rise of education agencies and so
on. On the other hand, there is enough supply for Chinese education of
studying sbroad from foreign countries which includes their relatively
adequate superior educational resources and mature education industry of
studying abroad. Furthermore, the education of studying abroad is more
suitable for industrialization than national education which is decided by
the former’s own characteristics. At present, self-funding studying
abroad has become the main part of this kind of education, which does
not add to the government’s fiscal burden hut releases part of education
resources so as to benefit the improvement of the nation’s general level
of education. Therefore, the country should encourage individuals to
pursuit studies abroad at their own expenses while the talents who are
trained with much attention by the country and who are in great demand
of economic construction can be sponsored and sent to abroad 10 study
by the government.

There is an imbalance of imformation between the people who want
to stody abroad and those who offer this kind of serviccs.  This
imbalance brings the high costs and risks for the individual investors of
studying ahroad in searching the related information by themselves. If
this type of education is industrialized under the support and guidance of
concerned government policies, that is to say, if the industrial chain is

3
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formed based oo the markel orderliness, the matured agency market for
studying abroad is fostered, the resources’allocation is optimized and
professional services for the applicants are offered, the costs and risks of
studying abroad can be greatly reduced. What is more,the burden on
government will be significantly lified with the help of the chained
function of the industrialization of study-abroad-service and the full
exertion of the service agencies—which both partake in the government’s
executive, operative and service responsibilities.

China’s study-abroad industry is newly shaped and lacks maturity.
Defects and problems exist. For example, a considerable number of
stndents go abroad without background knowledge; there are serious
problems in some foreign schools or universities; the operation of some
agencies does not follow the regulations and the government policies are
no¢ adequately practiced. In order to solve such problems, this essay
proposes the approaches of impraving the development of study-abroad
industry in China. On the one hand, the government is suggested to,
firstly, lead the industry's development and standardize the marketing
operation with economic means; secondly, enhance the laws and
regulations, as well as the concrete supervising measures; thirdly,
improve the Quality Appraisal towards the foreign educational
organizations so as to tackle the problem at its headstream; fourthly,
implement a professional certificating system to the employees of the
agencies, aiming at improving their quality; and fifthly,build an evaluating
and appraising system ta the study-abroad agencies. On the other hand, the
govermnment is also expected to lead the individual citizens and their families
to clarify the purposes of studying abroad, in order to have sound estimation
of costs and benefits so as to reduce the blindness.

Since China has not yet built the data base of the study-abroad ,
situation and those studying abroad, it is very difficult to gather such

L4



-Abstract
data in this essay. Thus, only a minute number of samples are chosen to
be researched inside a large poll of the empirical investigations for
exploring the factors which contribute to the success of studying abroad.
Therefore, the universality of this investigated conclusion is waiting for
further validation. Additionally, the concerned arguments and suggestions
this essay proposes still need the examination of practice. The mentioned

defects are the very direction of further research.
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