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Time-Conscious Americans

Text Comprehension

A EEHE T EEARM R SRR, I ER A E
L. {35 5 B SO B AR A B T 3 IR SR B SERRY SR AL

Practice A-1 Understanding the title is very important for us to learn what we are going to
read. The title helps us have some idea about the whole text. Read the text
first and then choose one of the four in the following to see if you can make the
right choice.

1. Which of the following best fits what the author says in the title?
A. Americans try their best to save time.
B. Americans are always aware of the fact that time is precious and time is flying.
C. Time is limited and valuable.

D. Time is the only thing Americans save carefully.

2. What does the author mean by the word “time-conscious” in the title?
A. Being on time.
B. Saving time.
C. Being aware of the value of time.
D. Killing time.

1L GE 7 AKBUCCEE O E AR AR T B EFRARIR SO 3C 8, BRISTER A BB A B THRAPGEST
R A

Practice A-2 How does the author tell us his story? Arrange the following points according
to their orders in the text.
1. Americans save time carefully and value it highly. A



2. They try their best to produce things that can help save time. B
3. Since Americans evaluate their visitors professionally rather than socially, they start talking about

business quickly. C
4. Tt is regarded as a sign of skillfulness or being competent to solve a problem with speed. D
5. A foreigner’s first impression of the U.S. is probably that everyone is in a rush. E

Practice A-3 Decide on the right choices in the following to test your understanding of the text.

1. According to the text, why Americans treat time as if it were real?
A. They are aware of the shortness of lifetime.
B. They believe that time is money.
C. It is not worthwhile to idle away one’s time.
D. They can have a lot of free time. ‘

2. What does the author mean by the sentence in Paragraph 2: “We want every minute to count”?
A. We want everyone to count the passage of time.
B. He advises us to seize every opportunity to enjoy life.
C. We want every minute to be in good use.
D. The author suggests that others be on time for work.

3. A foreigner may find the tempo of life in America is rather .

A. changing B. slow C. quick D. moderate
4. In the author’s eye, city people are in the U.S.
A. polite B. leisurely C. restless D. hospitable

5. By what means do Americans conduct business?
A. Face-to-face conversation. B. Eye contact.
C. Ritual interaction. D. Phone calls.

6. Which one of the following is best related to the topic of the passage?
A. Assignments are to be given added weight by the passage of time.
B. Americans assess others professionally rather than socially.

C. Americans have meetings by using equipment like television screens and telephones.
D. Both B and C.

Practice A-4 Read the following statements. Are they true (T) or false (F) according to the
text? Correct the false statements.

— 1. Time and money are the two factors that Americans save carefully.

—— 2. Americans treat time as something of real value.




— 3. The tempo of life and work in the U.S. is rather slow.

4. Ttis common practice in America to talk business in relaxed surroundings.

____ 5. Americans produce a series of labor-saving devices in order to save time.

___ 6. When Americans communicate through faxes, emails and telephones, it does not necessarily

mean that they regard the matter under discussion as unimportant.

7. New arrivals hold that the task is of little importance, if only a small amount of time is spent
on it.

__ 8.Inthe U.S,, if you can solve a problem slowly, you will be considered a creative person.

Paragraph Summary

The text says that Americans value time highly and save it carefully. They work hard at saving
time, which can be exemplified by labor-saving devices and electronic communication. They complete
their jobs with both speed and skills. The author mentions that Americans and people in some other

countries take different manners of conducting business or settling matters.

Practice A-5 Supply the corresponding paragraph numbers and Americans’ ways of
doing business.

Paragraph New arrivals’ manners of Americans’ ways of
conducting business conducting business
The business talk goes with a cup
(Do 2
of coffee.
Major business is conducted
- “
through personal contact.
If the matter is worthy of notice,
5. ! ©)
| much time will be spent on it.

ERlE, FRECCERED S AT, AT BYFRA T 47 b BR AR R SCRU MR IR BE . (EAE
FRE S — I A LB A, AL BRBIHER /18, XERE RS
R HEIT IR,



Practice A-6 Match each part in Column A with its corresponding topic in Column B. The
first part has been done for you.

A B
s ] W
Paragraph Topic
a. A series of labor-saving devices being invented and produced
Paras. 1-2 (b))

SO as to save time

Paras. 3-4 ( ) b. Time being considered as a valuable and precious resource
Paras. 5-7 ( ) c. The manifestation of skill and ability by doing a job quickly
Para. 8 ) d. The fast tempo of city life in America which is exemplified by
ara.
L foreigners’ first impression of the U.S. )

Sentence Analysis

FICHA T SR RKEEND T, BEARERXENFRnRSMINE RIEEAR, A

1. What is the structure of this sentence?
2. What are the grammatical phenomena noteworthy in this sentence?

3. What are the difficult points in understanding the sentence?

BAELERA DI LA T e — R i+t

1. (L. 3) Time is one of the two elements that Americans save carefully, the other being labor.

= There are two elements that Americans save carefully; one is time and the other is labor.

BB the other being labor £ —# L A4#, —&HHim LT HITREEHK, AFH
M. Rk, REF, KL% subject + participle (past or present) phrase/ adjective/ adverb,

— The question being settled, we went home. (fi}1g])
FEER ZE, RITRERT .

— Arthur gone, he would only be allowed to make visits like other acquaintances. (5k{4)
FIZET, RASTFMLEIBHEIRBAIBEXRTHIA,

— We walked out, one behind the other. (}53%)
BN—AE— R %,

with [ EBRE A5, 0.
— All the afternoon he worked with door locked. ¥/~ - ERAE 1 LAE.

2. (L. 6) We budget it, save it, waste it, steal it, Kill it, cut it, account for it; we also charge for it.
= We budget it, save it, waste it, steal it, kill it, cut it, account for it and even charge for it.



i @) F R EANAE E G I P M RAFE BB L) R BRAAMN SR REA 3 Ak,
i%x‘#”é‘*x‘ S A\ et 8) T LA

(L. 43) Almost everyone uses the telephone to conduct business, to chat with friends, to make or
break social appointments, to say “Thank you”, to shop and to obtain all kinds of information

_k#) “verb + object + infinitive” ZHgh—iEH T AN HAII AR ER, LMRIRATIER
VIR TAB F:/8i4) “The U.S. is definitely a telephone country.”

| F—a P 5 5o A A, &K “wealsocharge forit” &k b ki, 2& % Ly
’T*@E‘*ﬂ*ﬂ% AARILFH—Hla, 9FRREAELTKE ST

— (L. 32) We produce a steady flow of labor-saving devices; we communicate rapidly
TR ARE SRS
— Some people work best in the mornings; others do better in the evenings

AR ETIRRCREE, AL ANTER B TIEEA B,

3. (L. 8) Once the sands have run out of a person’s hourglass, they cannot be replaced
= Once time has passed, it will not return.

7 once: as soon as, from the moment when E&EEIEERD25R, FAXSHERMHER.
— Once you have passed your test, I will let you drive my car.

ERET 2N, FakibRITRNE.
— Remember that you won’t be able to cancel the contract once you’ve signed

i, M—BETF, SARBRIHAR.,

X /NA)F & —/ -5, sands 5§ moments of time, from the use of the grains in an hourglass

a person’s hourglass } a person’s lifetime, fE8h# & B 28, Af1H hourglass (¢bik) it

Bf, hourglass & & AU THET 8%, 7E0L, 1EH{EH hourglass &4 “BHiE” et “¥”. “ib
RAPEI” sEefE “A—4&", WE “UiR” P — Bk, s R — BRI
HEIREb—HE

> replace: v. take the place of &, B
— We have replaced manual labor with machine. F&{THVLEEU TF L355.

4. (L. 12) restlessly seeking attention in a store, or elbowing others

impatiently trying to get served in a store, or pushing others by using their elbows
(L. 39) ..., requiring face-to-face conversation.

= ..., through face-to-face conversation.

PlnBMKETATHE, RE, XM F, ALXSKHFALT, AL HH
ﬂifﬁmi%é’)ﬂlﬁf
— Following Tom, they started to climb. (PERETH )

IRIEDHM G, Ml 1Fa%E%,



— He took to running commercials in cities close to the Canadian border, knowing that these
would reach a big Canadian audience.(JR[H)

fFF AT NG RBRR— R T #RE &, PUOAMAE XA KATIERYTAR.
AARVBESR, HAFRLIENEE, MEAREANSE, wm:

— Women, generally speaking, live longer than men.

— kI, T AB AREaK.

Practice A-7 Pput the following sentences into English.

L BAVEERS, RRRIPLERD.

2. bt XSG, HEIIEFRLET,

3. b1 ARATSE T BATH—iKIE 5%,

4. % HRKRMBHEE R T B K BOKIZ.

5.4 FIE, R, RERIEERSERES.

5. (L. 23) They will miss the ritual interaction that goes with a welcoming cup of tea or coffee that
may be a convention in their own country.
= They will be unhappy because they cannot talk with someone as usual while enjoying a cup of tea

or coffee. These kinds of communication may be common practice on similar occasions in their
own country.

Bl 239 FPARAthat, TNMR L AKAKRIERS 25, 12 F—A that
A 4% ritual interaction, # § — A that 45 #) 2 the ritual interaction that goes with a welcoming cup
of tea or coffee,

’» ritual: n. a set of fixed actions and sometimes words performed regularly, esp. as part of a cer-
emony ##fF, XX
— A society has its own rituals of greeting, farewell, and celebration.
— /A HEZEE B CRITHEME. SRIFRBAFLIL,
— In traditional societies the ties between people were formed by symbol, myth and religious ritual.
FEEgGHET, AMIZRATBHRAE. M5 R FBALER K,

» convention: n. a way in which sth. is usu. done, esp. within a particular area or activity f€4t, <
3\, 6. 18’6
— In some countries, it is a convention that the guests wear black or dark-colored clothes.
EREFRGEXEFFEROAREARIRIRE .
— Convention requires a man to raise his hat when he meets a lady he knows.

HECHAER BB INREI LB g T AL,



6. (L. 27) Normally, Americans do not assess their visitors in such relaxed surroundings over extended
small talk; much less do they take them out for dinner, or around on the golf course while they

develop a sense of trust.
= Americans do not usually make a judgment about their visitors through a long and informal talk in

such relaxed places as a restaurant or coffee house, let alone (and it is even less possible that) an

outing to dinner or golf courses with them.

%» much less: even less, not so much, as has already been indicated; let alone {i;; B4R

FTREERAOE, RAB—HHALRIRTR,

— They are always short of water to drink, much less to bathe in.

L E Rk IE, B RFRBER T .
— He cannot speak English, much less French. fthZ3iEERA L, [AIILEEIE.

7. (L. 34) ... rather than through personal contacts, which though pleasant, take longer—especially

given our traffic-filled streets.
= ... although personal contacts are pleasant, they take longer time especially when our streets are

often crowded with traffic so we’d rather not use them.

EEARALLT LA A
which = personal contacts
though pleasant = though they are pleasant

given: prep. taking...into account, in consideration of g2z

— Given his age, he is a remarkably fast runner.

MRS IR, bR B AR,

— Given the time available to us, we will have to submit the report in draft form.

ZEFIRTRIARR, FATRHALA R 2R 858 L%,

8. (L. 46) This is due partly to the fact that the telephone service is superb here, whereas the postal
service is less efficient.
= This is partly because the telephone service is much more efficient than the postal service.
This is... the fact/ idea/ news that... ¥ “that” IRT VA 4wk, X2 —AR{2EME), F4LiE
M) B %4718 4 fact, news, idea, thought ¥ 3 % %3], 3L %835 $ #3443 that, do.

— The fact that the money has gone doesn’t mean it was stolen.

HERAN T X —FLHAERERLWES T.
— Where did you get the idea that 1 couldn’t come?

TR AR LW U6 FRASRE SR (2



b‘ due to: as a result of; because of f------ 3i&2, BT
— A lot of her unhappiness is due to boredom.

HOFVF £ BRI B TCHIS [ R2HY

— Due to wet leaves on the line, this train will arrive an hour late.

BT Bk LAMBR, KRB R —/DITElA,

} whereas: in comparison with the fact that; but #&ii, %]
— He must be over sixty, whereas his wife looks about thirty.

HEON XS T, MbEFELERF T EL,

9. (L. 49) ..., it seems in their eyes as if the task being considered were insignificant, not worthy of
proper respect.

= ..., in their opinion, the task being considered is of no importance and not worth respecting.

} as if/ as though: in a way that suggests sth.{l3, &
— He behaves as if he owned the place.

BRI ERT A R it R X A T E E A .

— He talks as though he knew where she was.

i BE I AP SRR AT 1R S50 AT T V& (DL

B worthy of: deserving; meriting {518
— She is worthy of a better husband. #i 7 i%HF — N E TR R,

— There is no change worthy of mention.

BREREM AER—RER.

Practice A-8 Complete the following sentences with “as if”’ or “as though”.

1. Brian is a terrible driver. He drives the only driver on the road.

2.1 am 20 years old, so please don’t talk to me a child.

3. Steve has only met Nicola once but he talks about her a close friend.
4. It was a long time ago that we first met but I remember it yesterday.

10. (L. 51) In the U.S., however, it is taken as a sign of skillfulness or being competent to solve a
problem, or fulfill a job successfully, with speed.

= In the U.S., however, if you can solve a problem or do a job successfully and quickly, people will
regard you as a skilled and competent person.

B 1t is/ was... to do (infinitive)... iX AN ) X PBE AH X 25 “it” RN 4 F 87 %,
mAEF B AR XA A LG &,

— It is nice to talk to you. JR{RIRIGERETAR.
— It is important to book in advance. FYLHEEITE,

» competent: adj. having the necessary ability, knowledge, or skill to do sth. successfully §8F#,
8



FRER®Y

— a competent secretary FET-HIFL

— He is not competent to the task of teaching English/ for teaching English.
b N REREAE BB T AR

&~ fulfill: v. do or cause sth. to happen 317, ;M
— A school fails if it does not fulfill the needs of its pupils.
WMR—PTFRARRHRE FENVEE, ERAZBI.

TR THIE], Billl— TR S HIERBEHEE T E&A),

Practice A-9 Put the following sentences into English with the above structures you’ve
just learned.

L EEXRATFEENHONR N ERZ—, H—TURKED.

2. NHI—H:rp, BRI —EARIR.

3.RBAE EXBRMBLAIIIA, HrEREIHEFFEANBRRAMINRS .

4. fufI IR AIRRR R AR AR AL, X WiFRMIA S ERK—F A .

5. EEA— A K RIIR BRI MIINZE AN, EASEE HRITH R IREAS I
HiEEE,

6. BEARTH X EEAMA Afitk, (EELE LHR R, S L@ E Rk,

7. KB REE TR/ E%. RENBERS K, mEPBARSHIBRNEL T .

8. EXKAHE, REHET I FoR RS ARA AT . AREHIMRE.

Practice A-10 Use the above sentence patterns to combine two sentences into one with the
help of the words given at the beginning.

1. They were surprised at the proposal. They began to discuss it among themselves.
Surprised

2. Her eyes were glistening with tears. She asked, “What am I to do?”
Her eyes

3. He talked to me for two hours. He tried to persuade me to change my mind.
He talked to me for two hours




4. A waitress served us. She was very impolite and impatient.
The waitress

5. He was going to resign. This news was false.
The news

6. We take it into account that time is limited. We will have to submit the report in draft form.
Given

7.1 do not think that he is efficient. I do not even think that his assistant is efficient.
I do not think that he is efficient,
8. He thought I was lying. I was telling the truth.
He thought I was lying,

Word Study |

ASCHBELT A0 i EETAMERERARIR, IR ERIERS LT ERx
IR E RS, £MEILLREH—R=. RIGZRNER,

Paras. 1-4
1. (L. 1) stands still = keeps motionless &1k, A5}

» stand: v. be in, cause to be in or get into a particular state or situation {4 FERIKES
— The house has stood empty for months. BT EFEZTJILINA T,

— Stand firm on your decision and you are more likely to get the result you want.

REGREIGD, B RESCELIRBTHASE R B AR,

2. (L. 2) result in: have as a result 5|#, &K

— The fire resulted in damage to their property. X K25 b I =1 B R 2,

— Environmental pollution is resulting in forest dying. I 355 4uE 7E & AR MBITHT:,
(cf.) result from: be caused by Hy----- 23

— His difficulty in walking results from a childhood illness.
BN BN BT T E N,

3. (L. 6) budget it = plan the spending of time

’. budget: n. the amount of money planned for a particular purpose i
— The company has drawn up a budget for the coming financial year.

ARELEHT T ERMBIHE.

P budget: v. plan how to spend Fi#, ZHE
— I must budget my wages carefully between rent, food and clothing.

BEFFHE-THTHRE., BWERWMERKRITE.

10



4. (L. 7) we also charge for it = we also ask to get paid for time

b charge: v. demand (an amount of money) as a price for sth. W%

— The local museum does not charge for admission. A= HutE#E AW AH TR .
— They’re charging $100 less at the other shop for exactly the same computer.

15— KB fE R — 2SR T RO 22D 100 ET.

S. (L. 7) a rather acute sense of = feeling strongly

@' acute: adj. (of the senses) very good, accurate and able to notice very small differences #i#Y,
REM
— a woman of acute judgment —{7 KT HEELHI LA

B acute: adj very great; severe g kky, FEN, AN

— There is an acute shortage of water in the western part of the country.

XA E R AP e E Rk .
— SARS: severe acute respiratory syndrome JE8 . JH AWMNERE S AT
6. (L. 9) We want every minute to count. = We value every minute highly.

} count: v. be important or have an effect or value BE, EEBHEH, HHE
— He used to be important but nowadays what he says doesn’t count.

byl 2 R E, HA R ERIEREIER T,
7. (L. 10) everyone is in a rush = everyone is in a hurry

P in a rush: very busy and in a hurry t-it TR
— live in a rush AT R T

— When the door was opened, the customers entered in a rush.
IT—7F, BREA1—#Hmt.
8. (L. 13) Racing through daytime meals = Finishing their meals during the day very quickly
b‘ race: v. go, move or do sth. quickly (oft. with along, foward, across, ahead, through, etc.) &, i
i, 2ETiH
— Bits and pieces of the past raced through her mind. 1 25/ /5 f5 T T N o St i) foa g .
9. (L. 16) drivers will be abrupt = drivers will be rude
B> abrupt: adj not friendly or polite ¥1gRfY, B LR
— The headmaster is very abrupt with parents. KA FK KHIEE o HE.

10. (L. 17) brief conversations, and small exchanges with strangers = short conversations and small
discussions with strangers

11



B brief: adj. lasting only a short time; concise &4k, &
— Mozart’s life is brief. B3 FFR)—E A EHY
— a brief description of the accident X} 25 & i5] B3R
P> in brief: in a few words HHZ
— In brief, your work is bad. 2.2, REEBALE,

} exchange: n. a short discussion, conversation or greeting with each other 37if%, [@{&
— There was a brief exchange between the two leaders. W 5405 A R b4 T E N,

11. (L. 19) ... they resent someone else “wasting it” beyond a certain appropriate point. = ... they
dislike those who waste too much time.

} resent: v. be bitter or angry about (v.+n./ wing) esp. sth. unfair, not right or insuiting #
", R
— 1 resent having to take work home every evening. it R4GM & EE TAEW EIZK T,

12. (L. 27) assess their visitors = judge or evaluate their visitors

P assess: v. decide or fix the value of sth.; evaluate fk#ft, ¥t
— 1t is difficult to assess the importance of the decision. PR X TR ENEEWHRARHHT,
— Voters should assess each candidate’s qualifications. & E R %G &/~ E AR .

13. (L. 30) probe professionally = examine from a professional point of view

} probe (into sth.): v. investigate or examine closely 4%, &%
— The journalist was probing into several financial scandals.

ARinE EEFLE LM% HE.

— He probed the swelling anxiously with his finger.

fib AR FELU e P AR AR P AL
’a probing: adj. intended to discover the truth; searching IB4RER KM
— He was asking probing questions. {8 7E [a]— L8848 7T A [A]
14. (L. 31) ticking in our inner ear = being aware of the fact that time is passing

P> tick sth. off: put a tick beside an item #------4Ri2 S
— tick off the names of those present 7EH & E Ik 25005

P tick away/ by (of time): pass (3RiE)iT =
— The minutes kept ticking away. i} [8] —4r —Fpibad 2,

P> tick sb. off: blame or scold sb. HREHFREA
— He got ticked off for careless work. fh il T/EHLOMR TE,

12



