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8. MBARAKIRTF . EBEXE, BEMETXHERXR,

9. HEZH®X A, L K5 %15 (therefore, thus, as a result, for this reason, hence, ac-
cordingly) . & 45 $ % 17] (in short, to sum up, to conclude, in a word) . ¥ # ¥ 3% {7 (but, neverthe-
less, on the contrary) .35 #1353 & (and, furthermore, as well as) . & X 3% %& (namely, in other
words, that is to say, or rather)%,

S 1. 2 BBt

2008 ££ KX 45 (Sample One)

Directions: In the following text, some sentences have been removed. For Questions 41—45,
choose the most suitable one from the list A—G to fit into each of the numbered blanks. There are
two extra choices, which do not fit in any of the blanks. Mark your answers on ANSWER SHEET
1. (10 points)

Long before Man lived on the Earth, there were fishes, reptiles, birds, insects, and some
mammals. Although some of these animals were ancestors of kinds living today, others are now ex-

tinct, that is, they have no descendants alive now. 41) . Very occasionally

the rocks show impression of skin, so that, apart from color, we can build up a reasonably accurate
picture of an animal that died millions of years ago. The kind of rock in which the remains are found
tells us much about the nature of the original land, often of the plants that grew on it, and even of
its climate.

42) . Nearly all of the fossils that we know were preserved in rocks

formed by water action, and most of these are of animals that lived in or near water. Thus it follows
that there must be many kinds of mammals, birds, and insects of which we know nothing.

43) . There were also crab-like creatures, whose bodies were covered

with a horny substance. The body segments each had two pairs of legs, one pair for walking on the
sandy bottom, the other for swimming. The head was a kind of shield with a pair of compound eyes,
often with thousands of lenses. They were usually an inch or two long but some were 2 feet.

44) . Of these, the ammonites are very interesting and important. They

have a shell composed of many chambers, each representing a temporary home of the animal. As the
young grew larger,it grew a new chamber and sealed off the previous one. Thousands of these can
be seen in the rocks on the Dorset Coast.

45) :
About 75 million years ago the Age of Reptiles was over and most of the groups died out. The

marnmals quickly developed, and we can trace the evolution of many familiar animals such as the ele-
phant and horse. Many of the later mammals, though now extinct, were known to primitive man

and were featured by him in cave paintings and on bone carvings.

LA]The shellfish have a long history in the rock and many different kinds are known.

[B]Nevertheless, we know a great deal about many of them because their bones and shells have been
preserved in the rocks as fossils. From them we can tell their size and shape, how they walked,
the kind of food they ate.

[C]The first animals with true backbones were the fishes, first known in the rocks of 375 million
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years ago. About 300 million years ago the amphibians, the animals able to live both on land and
in water, appéared. They were giant, sometimes 8 feet long, and many of them lived in the
swampy pools in which our coal seam, or layer, formed . The amphibians gave rise to the reptiles
and for nearly 150 million years these were the principal forms of life on land, in the sea, and in
the air.

[D]The best index fossils tend to be marine creatures. These animals evolved rapidly and spread o-
ver large areas of the world.

LE]The earliest animals whose remains have been found were all very simple kinds and lived in the
sea. Later forms are more complex, and among these are the sea-lilies, relations of the star-fi-
shes, which had long arms and were attached by a long stalk to the sea bed, or to rocks.

[F]When an animal dies, the body, its bones, or shell, may often be carried away by streams into
lakes or the sea and there get covered up by mud. If the animal lived in the sea, its body would
probably sink and be covered with mud. More and more mud would fall upon it until the bones or
shell become embedded and preserved.

[GIMany factors can influence how fossils are preserved in rocks. Remains of an organism may be
replaced by minerals, dissolved by an acidic solution to leave only their impression, or simply re-

duced to a more stable form.

[REXE]

FRABYELHEDY . XEEHBER . AN BH QRN RHRNFE L WAL
PR E— A URALAR RS R, B)E 155 % BRI — RO 0B Rk
AW RREY, KEREDY  BREIY—F—-MUNE.

(€33 %51 |

41.B XE T MEEERRI REALBEBRLUM MR EREG GO  REF LY
BFRRRFEE, MAS—LNBREBRTER. EFESALEEXEXNHEAL HBRLSETHE
ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁTﬁ@ﬂJ%*ﬁﬁﬁB’lEﬂiﬂo BRZALNERATEOSRETHHAYZAMER T

HHHA, B, E. GUEFRBT “rock” MEBI=ZFTAEZE ERE) . 1,2 G EH
extlnct”ﬂzﬂ“ no descendant” ¥4 & E B X B335, Wi 25 H AL B G E “accurate” #1“much” M & € &

— &Y

42.F FEEEIRBMEFWEES . £ ZEF, BIE R RN ZE %8S KA T R3] “the
fossils” f1“water action” Jy#F4F 17 . “the fossils” 1 85% fossﬂs”—ﬂﬁ"‘%%_lkum.;Fj,lﬂjﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ
Y 5g 5 “the” , Wt AF A WEE I A A R I, 55 42 FEHTE 9 P15 0 B “Hossils” , X BLH & “fos-
sils” — A6 RE tH BLTE 41,42 . MBERAR—BORN,ZE 42 F U FH 5 water action” A B K E I

MBER. ELIR, AARRBEULHRUEMET A RERER, MALLEHROAY
FH G, B GH—IF A “how fossils are preserved” , 5 b CHIF XL EHEMY 410, H 2
CRERMRTEWLAGERWER, STALEENATBERR L, BT FHBRABRA EEL
B “fossils”, HZRUMEBEHR T AL RMIE, 5L F XA, M NERBET .,

43.E  AEEFEHRBIETR R “also”. “also”RIFFIXR, XMEBE B HEHIFRHYE
“also”J i) “crab-like creatures” 3, IS HABRRXTF R WM HNE. MEBRFI, L=
BRI I R I B R AR L) F BB . E T 15 B9 8843 B “ The earliest animals whose re-
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44. A FBEFRFFERZ“these” A X 5H RF F 8 X R Y “ammonites ”H1“They”., &
B 3E 44 LAE B A A T AMER B, “these” , “ammonites” , “They” 245 @ — F 4 , 2= B & “shell” 1
HY . R 4 F—FFHE A “Of these,...”, MWL B ¥, 2 A2 M % A “some”, “ several”, “
many” S ML A 3, 8 A FIEFHER .

45.C ZBER—HEMHRRE, —FEX R — ﬁ&?@ﬁ ﬁﬁm%TﬁTﬁEﬁﬁ&%ﬁﬁiﬁy
BR B HREREREMAET —BE A PRI “About 75 million years ago” B B A1/ i
K, NAERERLEHE . XEFTE-TAZN B ATEILE, ShHER L, T F X
1% About 75 million years ago the Age of Reptilés was over” ,ﬁ@_%%%‘ — MR, RE CHK
BX— %M.
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Passage 1

All you remember about your child being an infant is the incredible awe you felt about the pre-

- cious miracle you created. 1) . You wished for your child to hurry and grow

up. )

All you remember about your child being two is never using the restroom alone or getting to
watch a movie without talking animals. You recall afternoons talking on the phone while crouching
in the bedroom closet, and being convinced your child would be the first Ivy Leaguel college student

to graduate wearing pullovers at the ceremony. 2)

All you remember about your child being five is the first day of school and finally having the
house to yourself. You remember joining the PTA and being elected president when you left a meet-
ing to use the restroom. You remember being asked “Is Santa real?” and saying “yes” because he
had to be for a little bit longer. 3)

All you remember about your child being seven is the carpool schedule, 4)

__ . You considered painting your car yellow and posting a “taxi” sign on the lawn next to the gar-
age door. You remember people staring at you, the few times you were out of the car, because you
kept flexing your foot and making acceleration noises. You wished for the day your child would learn
how to drive.

All you remember about your child being ten is managing the school fundraisers. You sold
wrapping paper for paint, T-shirts for new furniture, and magazine substitutions for shade trees in
the school playground. You remember storing a hundred cases of candy bars in the garage to sell so
the school band could get new uniforms, and how they melted together on an unseasonably warm
spring afternoon. You wished your child would grow out of playing an instrument.

All you remember about your child being twelve is sitting in the stands during baseball practice
and hoping your child’s team would strike out fast because you had more important things to do at
home. The coach didn’t understand how busy you were. You wished the baseball season would be
over soon.

All you remember about your child being fourteen is being asked not to stop the car in front of
the school in the morning. You had to drive two blocks further and unlock the doors without coming
to a complete stop. 5)

All you remember about your child being sixteen is loud music and undecipherable lyrics
screamed to a rhythmic beat. You wished for your child to grow up and leave home with the stereo.
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[A]You remember shaking the sofa cushions for loose change, so the tooth-fairy could come and
take away your child’s first lost tooth. You wished for your child to have all permanent teeth.

[B]You remember having plenty of time to bestow all your wisdom and knowledge. You thought
your child would take all of your advice and make fewer mistakes, and be much smarter than you
were.

[C]You remember worrying about the bag of M&M’s melting in your pocket and ruining your good
dress. You wished for your child to be more independent.

[D1You learned to apply makeup in two minutes and brush your teeth in the rearview mirror because
the only time you had to yourself was when you were stopped at red lights.

[EJAnd, as you walk through your quiet house, you wonder where they went and you wish your
child hadn’t grown up so fast.

[F]You remember not.getting to kiss your child goodbye or talking to him in front of his friends.
You wished your child would be more mature.

[G]You remember the day your child was born and having all the time in the world.
Passage 2

“Of the people, by the people, and for the people. ” That’s how Abraham Lincoln described the
American government in his Gettysburg Address. These simple phrases capture the essence of A-
merican democracy. Instead of ruling over U. S. citizens, the government is ruled by them. 1)

. Each American citizen has a vested interest in how he or she is governed. For-

mer President Theodore Roosevelt expressed the American view of government well: “The govern-
ment is us. ” At first glance, it might seem that the U. S. president, as “leader of the free world” is
the “ruler” of America. 2) . Even as far back as George Washington, who

once rejected a suggestion to become “King of America” people have sought to ascribe far-reaching
powers to the president. But the Constitution ensures that the president will not become an all-pow-
erful ruler.

The U. S. government, as outlined by the Constitution, is divided into three branches : legisla-
tive, executive and judicial. The legislative branch passes the laws, the executive enforces the laws
and the judicial interprets the laws. The legislative branch is comprised of the two houses of Con-
gress, the Senate and the House of Representatives., Thanks to CNN, C/SPAN and the nightly

news, many lawmakers have almost become celebrities in their own right. 3)

__- Besides that, as commander in chief of the armed forces, the president carries more than a little
clout in world affairs. The judicial branch is made up of the Supreme Court and about 100 other fed-
eral courts. The nine Supreme Court justices hold office for life. In order to prevent any one branch
of government from becoming more powerful than the other two, the Constitution has established a
system of “checks and balances”. For instance, when Congress passes a bill, it must have the signa-
ture of the president in order to become law. But even if the president rejects the bill, Congress can
override his veto with a two-thirds majority vote in both the House and the Senate. The Supreme
Court, as final arbiter of the Constitution, can overturn legislative acts or executive orders if it finds
them to be unconstitutional. In this way, the powers of government are balanced, or held in check.

4) .

The English political theorist Thomas Paine wrote in 1776, “Government, even in its best
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state, is but a necessary evil; in its worst state, an intolerable one.” The American government,
like every government, has its share of thorny problems. An increasing number of governmental a-
gencies and government workers has created the problem of bureaucracy, where a mountain of pa-

perwork stifles efficiency. 5)

LA]The presidency has formal powers deriving from the Constitution, acts of Congress, and judicial
opinions interpreting them. Thus the Constitution charges presidents with nominating federal
judges and members of their administrations, an act of Congress directs them to submit annual
budget requests, and judicial decisions have directed presidents to spend money appropriated by
Congress.

[B]Elected officials are known as public servants who represent their constituents. Americans can
get involved in government by voting, by writing letters to their representatives and even by or-
ganizing peaceful demonstrations to make their voices heard..

[C]In many countries, power rests with a strong centralized government. In contrast, under the A-
merican federal system, the national government shares its power with the state governments.
The federal government possesses only those powers clearly delineated in the Constitution; all
remaining powers are reserved for the states.

[D]On Inauguration Day, the swearing of President Bill Clinton for his second term will reflect the
pomp and circumstance of a coronation cerémony, with dignitaries from around the world in at-
tendance.

[E]Today questions about the relations between the national government and the states have again
become a hot issue for Americans., This debate was one of the central themes of the 1994 con-
gressional and the 1996 preéidential elections.

[F]Lobbyists make appeals to Congress on behalf of special interest groups. As a result, those with
the biggest lobby — and the most money — tend to have the loudest voice in Washington.

[ G1The executive branch is represented by the president, who is called the chief executive or chief of

state,
Passage 3 ,

“You are what you eat. ” Nutrition experts often use this saying to promote better eating hab-
its. What we put in our mouths does become a part of us. But we can look at this statement another
way. What we eat reflects who we are- as people and as a culture. Do you want to understand anoth-
ef culture? Then you ought to find out about its food. Learning about American food can give us a
real taste of American culture. .

What is “American food”? At first you might think the answer is easy as pie. 1)

It’s true that Americans do eat those things. But are those the only kind of vittles you
can find in America?

2) . When people move to America, they bring their cooking styles

with them. That’s why you can find almost every kind of ethnic. food in America. In some, cases, A-
mericans have adopted foods from other countries as favorites. Americans love Italian pizza, Mexican
tacos and Chinese egg rolls. But the American version doesn’t taste quite like the original !

As with any large country, the U. S. A. has several distinct regions. Each region boasts its own
special style of food. Visit the South and enjoy country-style cooking. Journey through Louisiana for
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some spicy Cajun cuisine. Take a trip to New England and sample savory seafood dishes. 3)

Americans living at a fast pace often just “grab a quick bite”. Fast food restaurants offer people

on the run everything from fried chicken to fried rice. 4) . If it can fit be-

tween two slices of bread, Americans probably make a sandwich out of it. Peanut butter and jelly is
an all-time American favorite.
5) ' . ,

American culture is a good illustration of the saying “you are what you eat.” Americans repre-

sent a wide range of backgrounds and ways of thinking. The variety of foods enjoyed in the U, S, re-
flects the diversity of personal tastes. The food may be international or regional. Sometimes it’s
fast, and sometimes it’s not so fast. It might be junk food, or maybe it’ s natural food. In'any case,
the style is all-American.

[A]Seemingly American food is just characterized by McDonald and KFC. But this is not the truth.

[B]To many people, American food means hamburgers, hot dogs, fried chicken and pizza. If you
have a “sweet tooth”, you might even think of apple pie or chocolate chip cookies.

[ C]American food best reflects its culture, which can be called multi-culture because of its large va-
riety of food. )

[D]Except for Thanksgiving turkey, it’s hard to find a typically “ American” food. The United

_ States is a land of immigrants. So Americans eat food from many different countries.

[EJAmericans on the go also tend to eat a lot of “junk food”. Potato chips, candy bars, soft drinks
and other goodies are popular treats. Many people eat too many of these unhealthy snacks. But
others opt for more healthy eating habits. Some even go “all natural”. They refuse to eat any
food prepared with chemicals or additives.

[F]Travel through the Midwest, “the breadbasket of the nation,” for delicious baked goods. Cruise
over to the Southwest and try some tasty Tex-Mex treats. Finish your food tour in the Pacific
Northwest with some gourmet coffee.

[ G]Microwave dinners and instant foods make cooking at home a snap. Of course, one of the most

common quick American meals is a sandwich.

Passage 4

President Clinton’s decision on Apr. 8th to send Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji packing without
an agreement on China’s entry into the World Trade Organization seemed to be a massive miscalcu-
lation. The President took a drubbing from much of the press, which had breathlessly reported that
a deal was in the bag. 1) . And when Clinton later telephoned the angry Zhu

to pledge a renewed effort at negotiations, the gesture was widely portrayed as a flip-flop.
In fact, Clinton madé the right decision in holding out for a better WTO deal. 2)

Many business lobbyists, while disappointed that the deal was not closed, agree that better
terms can still be had. And Treasury Secretary Robert E. Rubin, National Economic Council Direc-
tor Gene B. Sperling, Commerce Secretary William M. Daley, and top trade negotiator Charlene
Barshefsky all advised Clinton that while the Chinese had made a remarkable number of concessions,
“we’ re not there yet,” according to senior officials.
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3) . And the temptation for meddling on Capital Hill may prove over-
whelming. Zhu had barely landed before Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott declared himself skepti-
cal that China deserved entry into the WTO. And Senators Jesse A. Hel/‘i‘ns and Emest F. Hollings

promised to introduce a bill requiring congressional approval of any deal.

The hidden message from these three textile-state Southerners: | Get more protection for the U, S,
clothing industry. Hoping to smooth the way, the Administration tried, but failed, to budge Zhu on
textiles, Also left in the lurch: Wall Street, Hollywood, and Detroit. Zhu refused to open up much
of the lucrative Chinese securities market and insisted on “cultural” restrictions on American movies
and music. He also blocked efforts to allow U. S. automakers to provide fleet financing.

4) .

Just how tough the lobbying job on Capitol Hill will be become clear on Apr. 20th, when Rubin

lectured 19 chief executives on the need to discipline their Republican allies. 5)
. Business must make this much dear to both its GOP allies and the White House: This historic

deal is too important to risk losing due to any more partisan squabbling.

[AJNegotiating with Zhu over the remaining issues may be the easy part. Although Clinton can sig-
nal U. S, approval for China’s entry into the WTO himself, he needs Congress to grant Beijing
permanent most-favored-nation status as part of a broad trade accord.

[BJWith business and the White House still trading charges over who is responsible for the defeat of
fast-track trade negotiating legislation in 1997, working together won’t be easy.

[C]The Cabinet and White House still appeared divided, and business leaders were characterized as
furious over the lost opportunity. Zhu charged that Clinton lacked “the courage” to reach an ac-
cord,

[D]And Republicans-with a wink-say that they’ll eventually embrace China’s entry into the WTO
as a favor to Corporate America.

[E]JThough not long before they torture Clinton. But Zhu is out on a limb, and if Congress overdoes
the criticism, he may be forced by domestic critics to revenge.

[F]A lot more horse-trading is needed before a final agreement can be reached. And without the Ad-
ministration’s goal of a “bullet-proof agreement” that business lobbyists can enthusiastically sell
to a Republican Congress, the whole process will end up in partisan acrimony that could harm re-
lations with China for years.

[G]Already, business lobbyists are blanketing Capitol Hill to presale any eventual agreement, but
what they’ve heard so far isn’t encouraging. Republicans, including Lott, say that “the time
just isn’t right” for the deal. Translation: We’re determined to make it look as if Clinton has
capitulated to the Chinese and is ignoring human, religious, and labor rights violations; the theft
of nuclear-weapons technology; and the sale of missile parts to America’s enemies. Beijing’s
fierce critics within the Democratic Party, such as Senator Paul D. Wellstone of Minnesota and

House Minority leader Richard A. Gephardt of Missouri, won’t help, either.

Passage 5

Social circumstances in Early Modern England mostly served to repress women’s voices. Patri-
archal culture and institutions constructed them as chaste, silent, obedient, and subordinate. 1)

. Accordingly, a woman’s subjection, first to her father and then to her hus-
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band, imaged the subjection of English people to their monarch, and of all Christians to God. Also,
the period saw an outpouring of repressive or overtly misogynist sermons, tracts, and plays, detai-
ling women’s physical and mental defects, spiritual evils, rebelliousness, shrewishness, and natural
inferiority to men.

2) . In the 17th century, however, various circumstances enabled

women to write original texts in some numbers. For one thing, some counterweight to patriarchy
was provided by female communities-mothers and daughters, extended kinship networks, close fe-
male friends, the separate court of Queen Anne (King James’ consort) and her often oppositional

masques and political activities, 3) . Also, representation of vigorous and

rebellious female characters in literature and especially on the stage no doubt helped to undermine
any monolithic social construct of women’s mature and role.

4) . There is plenty of support in St. Paul’s epistles and elsewhere in
the Bible for patriarchy and a wife’s subjection to her husband, but some texts inscribe a very differ-

ent politics, promoting women’s spiritual equality: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither

bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for you are all one in Jesus Christ. ” 5)

[A]Most important, perhaps, was the radical potential inherent in the Protestant insistence on every
Christian’ s immediate relationship with God and primary responsibility to follow his or her indi-
vidual conscience.

[B]Yet some social and cultural conditions served to empower women. During the Elizabethan era
(1558—1603) the culture was dominated by a powerful Queen, who provided an impressive fe-
male example though she left scant cultural space for other women. Elizabethan women writers
began to produce original texts but were occupied chiefly with translation.

[C]There is also the gap or slippage between ideology and common experience. English women
throughout the 17th century exercised a good deal of accrual power: as managers of estates in
their husbands’ absences at court or on military and diplomatic missions; as members of guilds;
as wives and mothers who apex during the English Civil War and Interregnum (1640—1660) as
the execution of the King.

[D]For another, most of these women had a reasonably good education (modern languages, history,
literature, religion, music, occasionally Latin) and some apparently found in romances and his-
tories more expansive terms for imagining women’s lives.

[EJAt the beginning of the 17th century, the ideology of patriarchy, political absolutism, and gen-
der hierarchy were reaffirmed powerfully by King James in The Trew Law of Free Monarchie
and the Basilikon Doron; by that ideology the absolute power of God the supreme patriarch was
seen to be imaged in the absolute monarch of the state and in the husband and father of a family.

[F]Such texts encouraged some women to claim the support of God the supreme patriarch against
the various earthly patriarchs who claimed to stand toward them in his stead.

[G]The attendant disruption of social hierarchies led many women to seize new roles — as preach-
ers, as prophetesses, as deputies for exiled royalist husbands, as writers of religious and politi-
cal tracts.

Passage 6

Though England was on the whole prosperous and hopeful, though by comparison with her
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neighbors she enjoyed internal peace, she could not evade the fact that the world of which she

formed a part was torn by hatred and strife as fierce as any in human history. 1)

. Sothe struggle went on with increasing fury within each nation to impose a single creed upon
every subject, and within the general society of Christendom to impose it upon every nation. 2)

. It did this in two ways, by the activities of its missionaries, as in parts of Ger-

many, or by the military might of the Catholic Powers, as in the Low Countries, where the Dutch

provinces were sometimes near their last extremity under the pressure of Spanish arms. 3)

These were young Englishmen who had either never given up the old faith, or having done so,
had returned to it and felt called to become priests. There being, of course, no Catholic seminasies
left in England, they went abroad, at first quite easily, later with difficulty and danger, to study in
the English colleges at Douai or Rome; the former established for the training of ordinary or secular
clergy, the other for the member of the Society of Jesus, commonly known as Jesuits, a new Order
established by St. Ignatius Loyola about thirty years before. 4) . Many Ce-

cils thought the majority had conformed out of fear, self-interest or possibly the commonest reason
of all-sheer bewilderment at the rapid changes in doctrine and forms of worship imposed on them in
so short a time. Thus it happened that the missionaries found a welcome, not only with the families
who had secretly offered them hospitality if they came, but with many others whom their first hosts
invited to meet them or passed them on to. 5) ‘ ' . There they would adminis-

ter the Sacraments and preach to the house holds and to such of the neighbors as their hosts trusted
and presently go on to some other locality to which they were directed or from which they received a

call.

LA]They would land at the ports in disguise, as merchants, courtiers or whatever, professing some
plausible business in the country, and make by devious means for their first house of refuge.
[B]And hence necessarily false, must inevitably destroy such a society and bring the souls of all its

members into danger of hell.

[C]In England the Reformers, or Protestants, aided by the power of the Crown, had at this stage
triumphed, but over Europe as a whole Rome was beginning to recover some of the ground it had
lost after Martin Luther’s revolt in the earlier part of the century.

[D]Men were still far from recognizing that two religions could exist side by side in the same socie-
ty; they believed that the toleration of another religion was different from their own.

[E]The seculars came first; they achieved a success which even the most eager could hardly have ex-
pected.

[F]Against England, the most important of all the Protestant nations to reconquer, military might
was not yet possible because the Catholic Powers were too occupied and divided: and so, in the
1570s Rome bent her efforts, as she had done a thousand years before in the days of Saint Au-
gustine, to win England back by means of her missionaries.

£GJCool-minded and well-informed men, like Cecil, had long surmised that the conversion of the
English people to Protestantism was far from complete,

Passage 7

Shams and delusions are esteemed for soundest truths, while reality is fabulous. 1)
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. If we respected only what is inevitable and has a right to be , music and poetry would
resound along the streets. When we are unhurried and wise, we perceive that only great and worthy
things have any permanent and absolute existence, — that petty fears and petty pleasure are but the

shadow of reality. This is always exhilarating and sublime. 2)

Children, who play life, discern its true law and relations more clearly than men, who fail to
live. worthily, but who think that they are wiser by experience, that is, by failure. I have read in a
Hindoo book, that “there was a king”s son, who, being expelled in.infancy from his native city, was
brought up by a forester, and, growing up to maturity in that state, imagined himself to belong to

the barbarous race with which he lived. 3) . So soul, from the circum-

stances in which it is placed, mistakes its own character, until the truth is revealed to it by some ho-
ly teacher, and then it knows itself to be Brahman. ” We think that that is which appears to be. If a
man should give us an account of the realities he beheld, we should not recognize the place in his de-
scription.

4) . Men esteem truth remote, in the outskirts of the system, behind

the farthest star, before Adam and after the last man. In eternity there is indeed something true and
‘sublime. But all these times and places and occasions are now and here. God himself culminates in

the present moment, and will never be more divine in the lapse of all ages. 5)

The universe constantly and obediently answers to our conceptions; whether we travel fast or slow,

the track is laid for us.

[A]Let us spend our lives in conceiving them and we will never fail to find the true sense of life.

[B]One of his father’s ministers having discovered him, revealed to him what he was, and the mis-
conception of his character was removed, and he knew himself to be a prince.

[C]By closing the eyes and slumbering, by consenting to be deceived by shows, men establish and
confirm their daily life of routine and habit everywhere, which still is built on purely illusory
foundation. ’

[D]Look at a meeting-house, or a court-house, or a jail, or a shop, or a dwelling-house, and say
what that thing really is before a true gaze; and they would all go to pieces in your account of
them.

LEJIf men would steadily observe realities only, and not allow themselves to be deluded, life, to
compare it with such things, as we know, would be like a fairy tale and the Arabian Nights’ En-
tertainments,

[F]And we are enabled to apprehend at all what is sublime and noble only by the perpetual instilling
and drenching of the reality that surrounds us.

[G]The poet or the artist never yet had as fair and noble a design but some of his posterity at least

could accomplish it.
Passage 8

The striving of countries in Central Europe to enter the European Union may offer an unprece-
dented chance to the continent’s Gypsies (or Roman) to be recognized as a nation, albeit one with-

out a defined territory. 1) . Some experts put the figure at 4m-plus; some

proponents of Gypsy rights go as high as 15m.
Unlike Jews, Gypsies have had no known ancestral land to hark back to. Though their language
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is related to Hindi, their territorial origins are misty. Romanian peasants held them to be born on

the moon. 2)

3) . The International Romany Union, which says it stands for 10m

Gypsies in more than 30 countries, is fostering the idea of “self-rallying”. It is trying to promote a
standard and written form of the language; it waves a Gypsy flag (green with a wheel) when it lob-
bies in such places as the United Nations; and in July it held a congress in Prague, the Czech capital,
where President Vaclav Havel said that Gypsies in his own country and elsewhere should have a bet-
ter deal.

4) .

The International Romany Union is probably the most representative of the outfits that speak

for Gypsies, but that is not saying a lot. Of the several hundred delegates who gathered at its con:-
gress, few were democratically elected; oddly, none came from Hungary, whose Gypsies are per-
haps the world’s best organized, with some 450 Gypsy bodies advising local councils there, The u-
nion did, however, announce its ambition to set up a parliament, but how it would actually be elec-
ted was left undecided.

So far, the European Commission is wary of encouraging Gypsies to present themselves as a na-

tion. 5) . Besides, acknowledging Gypsies as a nation might backfire, just

when several countries, particularly Hungary, Slovakia and the Czech Republic, are beginning to
treat them better, in order to qualify for EU membership. “The EU’s whole premise is to overcome

4

differences, not to highlight them. ” says a nervous Eurocrat.
That is far from saying that they have the people or the cash to forge a nation. But, with the

Gypsy question on the EU’s agenda in Central Europe, they are making ground.

TAJThe might, it is feared, open a Pandora’s box already containing Basques, Corsicans and other
awkward peoples.

[B]And if they were to achieve that they might even seek some kind of formal place — at least a to-
tal population outnumbers that of many of the Union’s present and future countries.

[CJAt the congress a Slovak-born lawyer, Emil Scuka, was elected president of the International
Romany Union. Later this month a group of elected Gypsy politicians, including members of
parliament, mayors and local councilors from all over Europe (OSCE), to discuss how to per-
suade more Gypsies to get involved in politics.

[D]Some prominent Gypsies say they should be more directly represented, perhaps with a quota in
the European Parliament. That, they argue, might give them a boost. There are moves afoot to
help them to get money for, among other things, a Gypsy university.

LE]Other Europeans (wrongly) thought them migrant Egyptians, hence the derivative Gypsy. Most
probably they were itinerant metal workers and entertainers who drifted west from India in the
7th century.

[F]However, since communism in Central Europe collapsed a decade ago, the notion of Romanes-
tant as a landless nation founded on Gypsy culture has gained ground.

LG]One big snag is that Europe’s Gypsies are, in fact, extremely heterogeneous, They belong to
many different, and often antagonistic, clans and tribes, with no common language or religion.

Their self-proclaimed leaders have often proved quarrelsome and corrupt.
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