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The New Trends in Chinese Sociolinguistics
(Xu Daming)
Abstract In the 1990s, without good communication internationally, many Chinese

sociolinguists focused on “cultural linguistics”. With the increased contact with the
international scholarships starting from 2001, Chinese sociolinguistics has entered the
research fields of language variation and change and speech community investigation.
Since 2002, the International Conference on Chinese Sociolinguistics (ICCSL) has
been held annually, which creates the opportunity to present Chinese sociolinguistics
to the world. The establishment of the Association of Chinese Sociolinguistics in 2001
signifies for Chinese sociolinguistics a new era characterized by organization,
internationalization, and theorization.
Key words Chinese sociolinguistics; cultural linguistics; ICCSL; Association of
Chinese Sociolinguistics
(B KPR, xudaming@263. net)
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A Brief History of
The International Conferences on Chinese
Sociolinguistics (ICCSL)

Xu Daming

ICCSL1

The First International Conference on Chinese Sociolinguistics (ICCSL1)
was held at Beijing, China on 7—9, September 2002, co-sponsored by Beijing
Ianguage University (BLCU) and The Chinese University of Hong Kong. The
theme of ICCSL1 is “Chinese Sociolinguistics: Theoretical and Empirical
Studies”. Over 100 scholars from the USA, the Netherlands, Japan, Vietnam
and China (including the Mainland, Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan) attended

the meeting.

The conference was opened with a welcoming speech by Qu Delin # Ak,
President of BLCU. Li Yuming ZE5EBH, Director of the Department of Language
and Information, Ministry of Education and Hou Jingyi #¥§ —, President of
Association of Chinese Philology also made speeches at the opening ceremony. At
the first plenary session of the conference, John J. Gumperz of University of
California, Berkeley, delivered a keynote speecbh entitled “On the Development of
Interactional Sociolinguistics”. Other speakers at the plenary sessions included
Chen Zhangtai [fFE &, Chen Jianmin FE#R,S. H. Chang XK, Nguyen Van
Khang Bt 3 B, Cao Zhiyun # % %z, You Rujie #% 7, Jenny Cook-Gumperz,
Tsao Feng-fu B &, Zhou Qingsheng J& K 4 , Zhang Zhenxing PR, M. E.
van den Berg 78 f#1#, and Xu Daming # K Bi. The papers delivered at the
meeting fall generally into the following categories in respect to their subject
content: sociolinguistic theories, language variation, language planning,

bilingualism and bi-dialectalism, language life, dialectology and sociolinguistics,



