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I ntroduction

L)y

Native American Sioux and Chippewa Indians lived in
Minnesota when French fur-traders landed in Two Har-
bors in 1660. Following the visits of several French ex-
plorers, fur traders, and missionaries(f§# 1), including
Jacques Marquette, Louis Joliet, and sieur de la Salle, the
region was claimed for Louis XIV by Daniel Greysolon,

sieur] <¥E> n. o4, BT (R At gk B 5B T A B FR) JDu-

g7 luth, in 1679. He claimed the entire region for France.
v
. \L‘
H Spain receives Louisiana Territory (includes Minne-
o f/ sota west of the Mississippi River) from France i cot-

o jup
‘// 1 pensation(fME, M) for its loss(# 5 ) of Florida during
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the Seven Years War. However, Spain did little to ex-
plore or settle the region and France continued fur
trading. At the end of the French and Indian War in
1763, Great Britain wins claim to what is now eastern
North America (east of the Mississippt River) and Cana-
da, including eastern Minnesota.

The end of the Revolutionary War(EEHZ £ %)
in 1787 the U. S. acquired eastern Minnesota from Great
Britain and 20 years later bought the western part from
France in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803. Much of the re-
gion was explored by U. S. Army Lt. Zebulon M. Pike
before the northern strip of Minnesota bordering Canada
was ceded (J{ #) by Britain in 1818. All of Minnesota
was now owned by the United States.

In 1824 Fort St. Anthony was built where the Min-

nesota and Mississippi rivers meet. Fort St. Anthony
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completed. Name changed to Fort Snelling in Honor of
Colonel Josiah Snelling’s work. Fort Snelling became a
place of industry and growth rather than just a military
post. In 1837, Land-cession(#|il)treaties negotiated[ (5
2 A) B, R H Jwith the Dakota Indians and the Chip-
pewa (¥R FL#) Indians for United States rights to a por-
tion of land between the Mississippi and St. Croix rivers.
This new land stimulatesCRIE, ¥ i) the lumber(<{E>
A#)industry in Minnesota. Loggers and farmers settled
the first small towns of Minnesota, including St. Paul,
St. Anthony (Minneapolis) , and Stillwater.

Minnesota belonged to many territories before it be-
came its own on March 3, 1849. with present day eastern
and southern boundaries set. The population amounts to
less than 4000 people, not including persons of pure N-

ative-American heritage (Gt #=, 2k7& A, f£46). Law pro-
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vides for free public schools to be open to all people be-
tween four and twenty-one years of age. Minnesota His-
torical Society formed to collect, publish, and educate
people about Minnesota history. Soon afterward, at
Traverse des Sioux and Mendota with the Dakota Indians v
whereby(5&1t 4, 1)) the Dakota ceded their lands east
of the Red River, Lake Traverse, and the Big Dakota Riv-
er and south of a boundary line between the Dakota and
Chippewa in 1825. In return the Dakota received $ 1,
665,000 US, $1,360,000 of which was set into a trust
fund, of which the interest would be distributed to chiefs
partly in cash(¥4:), partly in supplies, and partly in ed-
ucation and civilization funds

Minnesota became the 32nd state admitted to the U-
nion of the United States of America. State on May 11,

1858 with St.* Paul as the state capital and the seal adopt-
P 7 —_




