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In this book, we focused on the transition of eco-
nomic growth mode in China and its main determinants.
The transition of economic growth mode refers to the
combination structure of different production factors in
economic growth process. The essential of economic
growth mode can be summarized as following ques-
tions: How does an economy achieve its economic
growth? What’ re the most important factors pushing
forward the economic growth? The transition of eco-
nomic growth mode is not fixed; instead, it changes in
different economic, technological and institutional de-
velopment stages. As a transition nation, China is un-
doubtedly being under huge pressures of transition
of economic growth mode.

During the planned economy period, China’s eco-
nomic growth was mainly driven by expansion of mate-
rial inputs, so called “ extensive economy growth
mode”. Under the socialist market economy, however,
this old growth mode has to be changed into a new one

that economic growth is mainly determined by efficiency
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and technological improvement, so called “intensive economy
grow“cfl mode’; for the soul of market economy is competi-
tion based on efficiency.

It has been nearly 30 years since the beginning of reform
and opening, and over ten years since the goal of transition of
economic growth mode was set forth. It’s right time to an-
swer such questions as “to what extent has the transition of
economic growth mode in China deepened?”, “what factors
facilitate or constrain the transition of economic growth mode
in China?”, “what’ s the right path for China to transit its
economic growth mode in the future?” , etc.. Funded by
Ministry of Education of China ( Project Series No:
9902010), we have studied those questions for several years.
We have constructed an analytical framework and accom-
plished a lot of quantitative analyses, and finally got some in-
sights into those questions. ‘

Our analytical framework is based on the idea that the
transition of economic growth mode should be put under the
background of comprehensive development of economy and
international competition. Therefore, our study is not just to
make a single measurement of transition of economic growth
mode, but to elaborate the international competitiveness of
different fields related to transition of economic growth
mode. .

There are plenty of factors affecting transition of eco-
nomic growth mode, including micro-, meso-, and macro-

factors, economic; social and institutional factors. Our anal-
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ysis is organized in an “environment-basis-core” framework,
1. e. » we take internationalization as the background of tran-
sition of economic growth mode, market, investment and
government as the basis of transition of economic growth
mode, and enterprises, technology and education as the core
of transition of economic growth mode.

'We have made comprehensive comparison of transition
of economic growth mode both from the cross-sectional per-
spective and from dynamic one. Based on these comparative
studies, we have outlined the profile and characteristics of
transition of economic growth mode of China, and therefore
put forth some relevant suggestions.

In general, the transition competitiveness of economic
growth mode of China ranks the 8th among major countries
and regions in the world, which shows the economic growth
mode of China is under active transition. Spectacular growth
performance and broad opening are the most successful fields
in the transition of economic growth mode of China, while
the shortage of R&D inputs and lagged industrial structure
bottle-neck the transition of economic growth mode of China.
In a word, the transition of economic growth mode of China
Is characterized “extensive economy growth mode” to great
extent,

After extensively scrutinizing different fields related to
transition of economic growth mode, it is found that the com-
petitiveness of most fields of China are not good enough. Of-

ten, China has advantages in some scale indicators, whereas
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is lagged behind in many per capital indicators and structural
indicators. From the wiewpoint of “environment-basis-core”
framework, the government competitiveness is the strongest
basis of transition of economic growth mode of China, the
rapid development of education is the hardest core of transi-
tion of economic growth mode of China, and the most advan-
tageous international environment lies in goods trades and
FDI inflows. Other fields perform relatively poorly, and con-

strain the transition of economic growth mode of China.
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