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Part| Pre-reading

A good marriage is the best way that society has found for ensuring the emotional well-being

of the partners and the children. A good marriage helps us absorb and respond to the stresses of
everyday life in a much healthier way than isolated individuals can. But not all marriages are good
marriages with happy ends. Couples can be miserable together for a lifetime. They may choose
divorces to end their marriages. Why do some couples have happy marriages while some do not? The
key element of a good marriage is the awareness that a marriage is a developing relationship. It
requires you to accommodate the needs and wants of your partner, without losing sight of your

personal goals and sense of self.

)uestions

v
1) What is needed to make a good marriage?
2) What might be the causes of a divorce?

fought at the bndge table at the dinner table, over money, over the percewed falllngs of“
their in-laws. To make matters worse, they owned a business together, and the everyday“'




frustrations of life at the office came to roost at home.

4 Tﬁere was a hope that they would change once they retired, and the furious winds did
calm somewhat, but what remained steeled itself into bright, hard bitterness. | always thought
we’d... my mother would begin, before launching into a precise listing of my father’s faults.
The litany was recited so often that | can reel it off by heart today. As he listened, my father
would mutter angry threats and curses. It was a miserable duet.

5 Itwasn’t the happiest marriage, but as their 60th anniversary approached, my sister and
| decided to throw a party. Sixty years was a long time, after all; why not try to make the best
of things? We’d provide the cake, the balloons, the toasts, and they’d abide by one rule: no
fighting.

6 The truce was honored. We had a wonderful day. In hindsight it was an important
celebration, because soon after, things began to change for my parents. As debilitating de-
mentia settled in, their marriage was about the only thing they wouldn’t lose.

7 It began when their memories started to fade. Added to the frequent house-wide hunts

—

for glasses and car keys were the groceries left behind on the counter, notices of bills left
unpaid. Soon my parents couldn’t remember names of friends, then of their grandchildren. \
Finally they didn’t remember that they had grandchildren. ' : ’
8 These crises would have at one time set them at each other’s throats, but now they
acted as a team, helping each other with searches, consoling each other with “everyone
does that” or “it’s nothing;” “you’re just tired.” They found new roles—bolstering each other

against the fear of loss.

9  Financial control was the next thing to go. For all of their marriage, my parents stub-
bornly kept separate accounts. Sharing being unthinkable, they’'d devised financial arrange-
ments so elaborate that they could trigger war at any time. He, for example, was to pay for
everything outside the house, she for whatever went on inside. The who-pays dilemma was
so complex for one trip that they finally gave up traveling entirely.

10 |took over the books. Now no one knew how things got paid. Next | hired a housekeeper.
Cooking and cleaning, chores my mother had long complained about, were suddenly gone.
Finally—on doctor’s orders—we cleared the house of alcohol, the fuel that turned more than
one quarrel into a raging fight.

11 You could say my parents’ lives had been whittled away, that they could no longer engage
in the business of living. But at the same time, something that had been buried deep was
coming up and taking shape. | saw it when my father came home after a brief hospital stay.
12 We'd tried to explain my father’s absence to my mother, but because of her memory,

she could not keep it in her head why he had disappeared. She asked again and again where



he was, and again and again we told her. And each day her anxiety grew.
13 When | finally brought him home, we opened the front door to see my mother sitting on

the sofa. As he stepped into the room, she rose with a cry. | stayed back as he slowly walked

toward her and she toward him. As they approached each other on legs rickety with age, her

hands fluttered over his face. “Oh, there you are,” she said. “There you are.”

14 | don’t doubt that if my mother and father magically regained their old vigor, they'd be

back fighting. But | now see that something came of all those years of shared days—days of

sitting at the same table, waking to the same sun, working and raising children together.

Even the very fury they lavished on each other was a brick in this unseen structure that

reveals itself increasingly as the world around them falls apart.

15 In the early moming | once again heard the voices through the wall. “Where are we?” my
father asked. “I don’t know,” my mother softly replied.

16 How lucky they are, | thought, to have each other.

G\Iew Words)

(838 words)

reassurance
coul"tship
captivate
sprout

ardent

perceive
in-law

frustration

/ rite' fuarans/
/'kotfip/
/'keeptivert/
/spravt/

/'a:dant/

/pa'sirv /
/'mlo:/

/fras'treifan/

VL.

adj.

VL.

sth. that is said or done which makes sb. feel calmer and
less worried or frightened about a problem ££iiE

the period of time during which a man and woman have a
romantic relationship before marrying 7% % Hf

to attract sb. very much and hold their attention 2¥{E,
KR

(vegetables, seeds, or plants) to start to grow, producing
shoots, buds, or leaves Bi%f, &K 2F

showing strong positive feelings about an activity, politi-
cal party, etc. and determination to succeed at it or to
support it HuloE, BIER

to become aware of = HZ|, BEHI

to notice, see, or recognize sth. & |

your relatives by marriage, especially the father and mother
of your husband or wife fi55, 3K

the feeling of being annoyed, upset, or impatient, because

you cannot control or change a situation, or achieve sth.

M, T




roost
retire

furious
precise
fault
litany

recite

mutter

curse

miserable
duet

truce
debilitate
dementia
console
bolster
stubbornly
account
devise

elaborate

trigger

/rust/
/ri'tara(r) /
/'tjueries/
/pri'sais/
/forlt/
/'1itoni/
/ri'sart/

/'mata(r) /

/ka3is/

/'mizarabl/
/dju:'et/

/trus/
/d1'bilitert/
/di'men[a/
/kan'soul/
/"baulsta(r) /
/'stabanli/
/a'kavnt/
/di'vaiz/

/1'leebarat/

/'triga(r) /

Vi.

Vi.

adj.
adj.

adj.

VL.

bR A

vi.
adj.

VL.
VL.

if a bird roosts, it rests or sleeps somewhere #§ 8., ZZEK
to stop working, usually because you have reached a
certain age iBfK

with a lot of energy, anger, or speed %1y, BELH
clear and accurate ¥5HA 1, HEFAE

a bad or weak part of sb.’s character 53, FJHF

a long boring recital 4 7T K BIIR UL

to say a poem, piece of literature, etc. that you have
learned, for people to listen to &9, RAiE

to speak in a low voice, especially because you are an-
noyed about sth., or you do not want people to hear you
L &

a swear word or words that you say because you are very
angry 5L, JUiE

extremely unhappy ], ARBH

a piece of music for two singers or players, used here for
a repeated conversation _EZ=

an agreement between enemies to stop fighting or arguing
for a short time, or the period for which this is arranged

=%, RERDE
to make sb. ill and weak #3255, {5

an illness that affects the brain and memory, and makes
you gradually lose the ability to think and behave normally
FIRAE

to make sb. feel better when they are feeling sad or
disappointed ZZ/&, IR

to help sb. to feel better and more positive &, S'Z%
obstinately {78, i

an arrangement in which a bank keeps your money safe so
that you can pay more in or take money out ik~

to plan or invent a new way of doing sth. #&3t, &
having a lot of small parts or details put together in a
complicated way ¥5.UHIVER, 40 EARR)

to give more details or new information about sth. 4 &4
to make sth. happen very quickly, especially a series of

events 5| %, Fli&




dilemma

chore

alcohol

raging

rickety
flutter

vigor

lavish

/d1i'lema/

/tfor(r) /

/'eelkahpl/

/'rerdzm/
/'rikiti/

/'flata(r) /

/'vige(r) /
/" leevif/

adj.

VL.

VL.

a situation in which it is very difficult to decide what to do,
because all the choices seem equally good or equally bad
HEBFIER R, EXEEE ,

a small job that you have to do regularly, especially work
that you do to run a house K554+

drinks such as beer or wine that contain a substance which
can make you drunk ZUif, iE

very great and hard to control JE7#XH

weak or shaky RNEFER], R

to move lightly #3f, %3}

physical or mental energy and determination X571, &7
to give sb./ sth. a lot of love, praise, money, etc. K EHIZAF

( Phrases and Expressions )

fairy tale

come by

a good/safe bet
launch into
reel sth. off
throw a party
abide by

in hindsight

at each other’s throats
take over
whittle away
engage in
come up

take shape

fall apart

HhES
&34, &%
s, HiES
BA, HEA

| BEAR e

RITES
W, W
FEEK

e e
B, B
IR
WEF, S
3

B, A
WA, FE




1. (Para. 2) The handsome, well-educated man who came by the office where she worked
looked like a good bet.

a good/safe bet

an action or situation that is likely to be successful or does not involve much risk Zf#l<x,

MR GX BN R YN RNRE, MICREMEAERSEA.)
e.g. Only a few months ago he had looked like a good bet.

FEJLAS AR, MEERERE R AR,
@ BEEX: METIHENDAEZIELHEN, TERHN, XXIRFHT, BX
R,

. (Para. 3) Seeds of difference sprouted almost immediately.
seeds of difference
X BRI R, TR
® SEEN: Mz REMRREI T 5.

. (Para. 3) She liked to travel; he hated the thought. He loved golf; she did not.
“the thought” $§ “ZKHKUFAIAEYE”, “she did not.” 7EX H@—MEWEH], STEEYAI TR
% “She did not like golf.”, X 1) 15 & AL A ST HERILH T PN Z 18] 972 '
© SEEFX. WEWKIRIT, MitEARJURAEZE, MEVETRARRIR, [EfAIZTTE,

. (Para. 4) There was a hope that they would change once they retired, and the furious
winds did calm somewhat, but what remained steeled itself into bright, hard bitterness.

furious winds

X B of LU MRt ] 2 TR U R b
“There was a hope that... ” Zthat5| S RINLEMNE], RS Ahoper) NZ ., HMIEIH
% 47384 . idea, news, fact, opinion, belief, suggestion, truth, doubt, suspicion 5§, [that
&b, [FENEM A S| S84 . what, who(m), whether, when, where, why, how,
e.g. They were delighted at the news that their team had won.

25 AT A ERBAIR RE RO T S, M ATTRREE AT .

We ought to discuss carefully the question whether we can do it or not.

AT AT — FXA . AR RREAREML

somewhat: ady.

to some degree JEFARREE b, Ffs, AL

e.g. He answered somewhat nervously.




i[5 A LR R A%
@ SEF . ALALHMNITERIKAG SF Frsve—3 ¢ EBsch Briehe, (ERAh
1Z I8 A7 ) 23 B AT AR B AL N 2 TOHE M, RERZIE R L3R E

5. (Para. 4) The litany was recited so often that I can reel it off by heart today.

reel sth. off

to repeat a lot of information quickly and easily J5& {5 A 26 H0
e.g. Jack reeled off a list of names.
ARE—ORYH T —REBHZTF,
® SEFL: XFHEE RGBT EREEIR, S REEITIZIH .
6. (Para. 5) It wasn’t the happiest marriage, but as their 60th anniversary approached, my
sister and I decided to throw a party.

approac
1) to move towards or nearer to sb. or sth. #i1, T
e.g. As I approached the house, I noticed a light on upstairs.
BIEET S TR RE R EA AT,
As winter is approaching, many animals are storing food.

A RBERIE, REIVEGFEDT

2) to begin to deal with a situation or problem in a particular way or with a particular attitude

FFALH

e.g. It might be possible to approach the problem in a different way.
XA IR AT DA A R i 7 SR AL B

‘throw a party

to give a party Z5{TR &

e.g. The university threw a party to welcome them.
SRR T — IR &,

@ SEEN. BMUITERARRFERM, ER2YMII60/F 45084 S H I,
FAGHAA A R E AT RS AMATRAL— T

7. (Para. 6) As debilitating dementia settled in, their marriage was about the only thing they

wouldn’t lose.
settle in

to go to live in a new place, and stay there for a long time i AFH 5 E/E, HLWFE, Ik
AE AT AR A . EERRBHMERIR T .



e.g. We only moved house last week and we haven’t settled in yet.
AT EEA R, EBA LW RIE.
® BEEN.: YIFEHE, JULHRIRAER, SERER T A IME— N EREHIZRT,

8. (Para. 7) Added to the frequent house-wide hunts for glasses and car keys were the grocer-
ies left behind on the counter, notices of bills left unpaid.

XR—AMERA), EEA TIRIANAEHEERERIA. HIERAREFRS, B
MEAWERE TR, [E#IEF N : The groceries left behind on the counter, notices of
bills left unpaid were added to the frequent house-wide hunts for glasses and car keys.

to fail or forget to take sth. & a0 H -4
e.g. Wait—don’t leave me behind.

F%, HIEHET!

e Abunpaidfyid 2 A-AVEANE, *IEUL B EIERIEOL.

e.g. The trial left many questions unanswered.
XRHRARE BARGEEAEE.

® BEEX: MR THEEWETHRIREMESL, S2FELNRTTHEES L,
HEEEKOT T,

9. (Para. 8) They found new roles—bolstering each other against the fear of loss.

in preparation for [jj £

e.g. take precautions against fire SREU} K it
an injection against rabies f£ RJ% 7B &

@ SEF: MITAIMIIWAEET

10. (Para. 10) 1 took over the books.

RAMIRAR, 7R EITICOTIE,

to take control of 2, &
e.g. When she fell ill her daughter took over the business from her.

X B 512 account books,
® SEF. WEE TMHAIKE,




11. (Para. 10) Finally—on doctor’s orders—we cleared the house of alcohol, the fuel that turned
more than one quarrel into a raging fight.

to took away alcohol £ 3E fir A B ZUTH

PN, TER IR BN KD R
@ SEEN. 55, RIVUBER, 05 H B HIIERECE, FAEARLE—KH
HEAATT/NVING O AR T — 3R
12. (Para. 14) Even the very fury they lavished on each other was a brick in this unseen struc-
ture that reveals itself increasingly as the world around them falls apart.

to give sb./sth. a lot of love, praise, money, etc. #1457
e.g. They lavish care on their only child.
AT B CRAE F R EE,

to make known sth. that was previously secret or unknown; show sth. that was previously hidden
s BRI, BEE

e.g. The doctor didn’t reveal the truth to him.

B A A i B BR EAH .

i

to break; fall into pieces B¢ ; FLA#

e.g. Their marriage finally fell apart.
AT TR IR IR AR T .

@ SEEX. EEMITEMEZ FMBMEISEY, W T afBFEEX —LEKE
B — NGRS, EEER R AR R, X—KEAXARHERE T HXK,

Reading for Main Idea

Fill in the blanks with appropriate words according to the text.

My parents’ marriage 1) over 60 years although it was not the happiest one.
2) ______ her age, and thinking my father, a well-educated and handsome guy, good



