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Forward

It is a great honor for me to write an introduction to Chinese Snowball, a new series of
textbooks in teaching Chinese (Mandarin) as a second language at the elementary school
level. It is complied by Dr. Alice Aiping Zhan, who obtained her doctoral degree in the
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto in 2002, and has had
considerable teaching experience in elementary and secondary schools. Currently she is the
Subject Leader of the Chinese Studies Department at Hong Lok Yuan International School
in Hong Kong. She is a member of the Comparative and International Education Society
(CIES) and a member of the Association of China and Mongolia International Schools
(ACAMIS). Her research focuses on development of relevant instructions for young learners
with different educational background and learning styles. Chinese Snowball can be

considered as a summary of her teaching experience and application of her ideas of education
to practice.

The series consists of 12 books, two for each grade. For each book, there is an additional
exercise book and picture book, both intended to give students more practical training for
interactive learning. Books 1 to 4 focus on Pinyin and the basic structure of the Chinese
language. Books 5 to 12 gradually build up the students’ vocabulary and develop their
ability to use the Chinese language in daily life and communication.

These textbooks created in particular for students in the international schools. It has
taken into account uniqueness of the learning environment in the international schools and
students’ learning styles. Each lesson was carefully designed with a combination of words,
sentences, pictures, games, songs, and exercises. English translation is provided throughout
the series to help students and parents. The series contains a large quantity of materials that
meet the needs of students at all the levels. Most importantly, the textbooks, exercises and
picture books provide as much rhyme for children to learn the language, and this makes it
easier for them to catch up to the meaning and usage of words and sentences. As the metaphor
“snowball” indicates, the series will enable students’ learning to grow at a rapid speed, like
a snowball rolls down the hill. In completion of this series, students are expected to:

1. Have a solid foundation in Chinese with a vocabulary of 2500-3000 characters and
understand the basic structure of the language.

2. Use oral and written Chinese for daily needs and participate in classroom activities
and communicate with native speakers.
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3. Obtain knowledge of Chinese culture that includes social customs, and values,
scientific inventions, music, art, literature, and history etc.

4. Apply their language skills of listening, reading, speaking, and writing to practice
and develop critical thinking skills and problem-solving abilities.

Three additional features make Chinese Snowball stand out as a novel tool for teaching
and learning Chinese as a second language. In his review, Dr. Wu Weiping from the Chinese
University of Hong Kong pointed out that the use of Pinyin as the index and sequencing key
is unique as it leads the development of curriculum and enhances student learning. In the

% _ international school, it is always a challenge to teachers to choose whether Pinyin should be
taught at a young age as it may confuse students who are learning their mother tongue at the
- same time. If the answer is yes, then, how much should be taught and how to teach it. This
series presents a guide to teaching and learning of Pinyin as each vowel or consonant stands
out as a theme to link what is learned in the textbook to the student and his/her surroundings.
Then the process of learning Pinyin becomes a meaningful, also fun part, for students to

relate their experience to the Chinese language.

The second is the organization of content through themes and an interactive approach to
language learning. Each lesson is organized by a theme or topic which is meaningful to the
students, e.g., “Numbers” (see Lesson 1 of Book 2) or “Comparing Who Is Taller” (Lesson
2 of Book 2). The theme functions as a means to integrate curriculum content that may go
beyond the information given and learning strategies that relate the student’s learning
experience to the contexts. Through well designed structured or non-structured instructions,

. students are engaged in an active process of learning activities including singing, drawing,

’ playing games, story-telling, and writing. Thus, they are able to reconstruct their knowledge

and skills in the Chinese language based on their own experience in language learning and
on the interaction with the teacher, classmates, and textbooks.

The third is the picture books of reading series correspondent with the textbooks of
“Chinese Snowball”. It is really helpful for children to raise their interests in Chinese lauguage
and nurture their good habit of Chinese reading from their young ages.

In conclusion, a good textbook must guide both students and teachers to create a learning
environment in which students are able to develop their full potential and take charge of
their own learning. I am pleased to see that Chinese Snowball is an example of the kind.

Dr. Ningsha Zhong

University of Toronto, Canada
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Words from the Author

Chinese Snowball sets a goal to enable the learners to pass China’s “Hanyu Shuiping

Kaoshi (HSK) / Chinese Proficiency Test. Students are expected to reach the objective of
recognizing 2000-2500 Chinese characters. With my many years of teaching experiences in
China, Canada and Hong Kong, holding the educational ideal of “teaching all of varied
abilities” (it’s the abilities not the materials), applying the method of comparative education

N2 that I studied in the University of Toronto, and taking into account the differences in each
© child’s aptitude, psychology, intelligence development stages and his/her study styles, I
have explored my way in designing this set of teaching materials—Chinese Snowball, hop-

ing to render high quality teaching of core knowledge of the Chinese language and essence

of the culture to children at international schools and in other settings. It is also hoped it can

alleviate the burden on international school teachers from preparing lessons for multiple
levels or from digesting multiple textbooks for each class. Let both teachers and students
amidst the enjoyable games of “snowballing” and pleasure by integrating instruction and
learning activities.

1)

2)

3)

Book IIT has a part of “Dialogue”, which reinforces the learning of spoken Chinese. It
can enable students to apply their phonetics (Pinyin) skills, basic characters, words and
sentences learned in Books I and II to express themselves in the need of their daily life.
Based on the characters appearing in each text, Book III starts a systemic section of
“Radical Learning”. It aims to help the learners to lay a solid foundation in the under-
standing of images, sounds and meanings of Chinese characters for their further learn-
ing of reading and writing in Chinese.

Book III still keeps the Chinese-English bilingual format, so that it will be convenient
for the international learners. This volume is still a book at the primary stage. Consider-
ing in an international school or a Chinese school (a weekend programme) there will be
new students who did not learn the Books I and II but just join in when the Book III is
taught, then this volume not only continue to use the Pinyin notes in the texts but also
attach at the end of Book III the New Word Tables of Books I and II. With such materi-

als provided to these new students they can catch up with the normal students who have




learned Books I and II in a relatively shorter time.

4) The Lessons in Book III are linked by the double vowels of Pinyin. The importance and
the purpose is not leaning the vowels, but reviewing and consolidating with familiar all
the consonants and vowels as well as the whole-pronounced syllabus in the Pinyin system.
Then apply the Pinyi skills to the actual need such as pronounce the new characters and
word, read aloud the texts and verses, fluent the dialogues and so on.

5) The “Picture Readings” of Book III is published together with the Textbook and
Workbooks. This is to cultivate the students’ real abilities of reading in Chinese. They
can enlarge their vocabularies pertaining to the Textbook and form a good habit of
reading. After the reading they can practice exercises of questioning, thinking and illus-

trating for maintaining their interests in learning Chinese.

Book III provides to the teachers enough material or even more than what is needed, the
purpose is to let teachers conveniently tail the materials for their own needs. The particular
part they teach of emphasize may vary: some take the “Text”, some the “Dialogue”, still
some the “Verse”. a “child centered” approach is suggested when a school decides the
number and length of class periods with levels of the children. If the children have a good
level of Chinese, the pace can be faster, or, should be slowed down. The text part in each
lesson stresses on expressions in writing while the speaking and singing parts stress on oral
expressions. The writing part builds up the basic structures of Chinese language. Most
texts are designed with rooms for drawing, speaking, singing and playing games in order to
stimulate children’ interests and to make the language easier for kids to understand, memo-
rize and be applied to daily life. Thus the critical thinking and communicating skills of the
children will naturally develop.

The items of exercises include listening, speaking, reciting, singing, drawing, playing
(games), translating, reading and writing, from simplicity to complexity, activating all the
learning organs such as the eyes, ears, mouth, hands and brain to benefit from one way or
another to suit the needs of children with different learning styles. Generally certain parts
are included in the Textbook, they are listening, speaking, reading aloud, singing, drawing
and doing games. Some parts are in the exercise books which students can take home and

practice them independently. Children of higher aptitude are encouraged to finish all ten
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exercise items, including the challenging ones. Average children may do 7 or 8 exercises,
with the minimum of 5 or 6 exercises. The two Workbooks A and B cover cross-disciplinary
exercises of Chinese, English, Mathematics, Social Science, Information Technology and
Art questions etc. The idea is to help them firmly master the core knowledge and then
expand in depth and width. The same process repeats in each subsequent lesson and so on,
thus all the children with different abilities can start a new lesson together. The “snowball”,

i.e. the Chinese language learning, will thus grow and become more solid as it rolls.

Here I sincerely extend my cordial appreciation to Mr. Guangchang Meng, a young
artist, who has, with his exquisite techniques, produced a large number of vivid and lovely
drawings for the textbooks and workbooks, greatly adding to the charm of this set of books.
The childhood is the gold age to foster a superior reading habit. Therefore Chinese Snowball:
Picture Reading, a series of comics, is designed for each grade to go along with the text-
books corresponding to the unfolding pace of them. Reading aloud is a good way to de-
velop fluency, sensitivity, vocabulary, knowledge, sense of the language and humor and the
foreign cultures. I would extend my cordial appreciation to Ms. Yuqing Gu, another young
artist, whose drawings of various characters and sceneries full of taste catering for children
will surely be loved by the youngsters.

I am here expressing my greatest appreciation to the consultant committee of this series:

"~ Dr. Ningsha Zhong, Professor Feng Wu, and Ms Elaine Goddard-Tame, whose insights in

“Teaching Chinese as a Second Language (TCSL)” have greatly inspired and helped me. A
great support is generously proffered in the practice process of the textbook from Principal
Goddard-Tame who has kindly permitted the experimental teaching with Chinese Snowball
in Hong Lok Yuen International School in Hong Kong. I am also very grateful to the col-
leagues and children in this school participating in the pioneering teaching and learning. |
would thank very much Professor Feng Wu for his proof-reading of the English of the Book
III. My sincere thanks also go to Mr. Samuel Cang for his time- consuming work in some
part of English translation.

Deep thanks go also to the Peking University Press (PUP) whose has made the publish-
ing of this series come true. Many thanks to Ms Xian Sun the editor-in-charge of this book

%
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at PUP, whose diligent efforts and careful style have served as quality guarantee for the
series. Thanks to Ms Xiaoqiang Wang, the leader of the “Wind of Chinese” workshop, who,
together with her colleagues, have acted promptly toward on-time publication in formatting
the attractive appearance of the series. I also thank the teachers and children in Beijing who
have worked so hard to record the CDs in such a short time. And it is also an encouraging
news that the PUP decided to make CD-ROMs for this series.

I am very grateful to the full support from my family. For instance, Ms Aihua Zhan, my
younger sister, a senior editor of a newspaper press, has done a wonderful job in polishing
the sentences, correcting the grammar and proof-reading all the Chinese texts. I give special
credit to my daughter, Tina, who drew a lovely picture— “Snowballing” when she was only
seven at an elementary school in Canada. It is that picture that has inspired me in naming

this series of teaching/learning materials Chinese Snowball.

Finally I would make a note that the goal of the series is not for profit. Proceeds over
costs will be donated to the “Dawning Streak Project” administered by the Union of Chi-
nese Literature Writers in order to support the poverty-stricken children of the minority
nationalities in the mountainous areas in Guizhou Province, South-west of Mainland China,
so that they can complete their basic education. It has financing 13 children for their school-
ing and living since last July of the Book I was published. Hopefully it can support some
other children enrolled in the waiting list. Actually by using this series the children in
international schools or elsewhere are helping out those needy children. On their behalf I
would extend the deepest appreciation to every teacher and student who uses this series!
May more people come to join the parade of snowballing! May the “Dawning Streak™
become more colorful and the world more beautiful!

Dr. Alice Aiping Zhan,
July, 2006, Hong Kong
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