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ABSTRACT

This book is one of the Volumes of Chinese Crops and Their Wild Relative Plants.It is divided into
introduction and individuals. The introduction describes kinds of crop, classification of botany, cytology
and agronomy and theories of origin and evolution. There are 18 chapters in the volume of economic
crops. Chapter 1 describes species diversity of economic crops and their importance and production status
in China and the world as well as the contribution of Chinese economic crops to agricultural development
of China and the world. Chapter 2 to 18 describe production status and significance, main botanical
characters and biological features, origin, evolution, dissemination, botanical classification, and development
of 28 Chinese economic crops, including soybean, rapes, peanut, sesame and other oil crops (castor,
sunflower, safflower, perillaseed and oil palm), cotton, ramie, gunny, kenaf, flax, hemp and other textile
crops (abutilon, degdane, century plant and abaca), sugarcane, sugar beet, tobacco, tea, mulberry, rubber
and other tropical economic crops (pepper, coffee and coconut) respectively. Species and characteristics
of wild relative plants of economic crop as well as relationship with economic crops and utilization are
also presented. According to characteristics of economic crop, it clarified reproduction technologies and
demand of germplasm resources.

This book is scientific, novel, basic theoretical and practical. It described genetic diversity of Chi-
nese economic crops and their wild relative plants; the utility value of the later is also described. This is
the important base of materials and theory for crop genetic improvement, as well as for germplasm inno-
vation and conservation. Also this book supply important information for study of crop origin, classifica-
tion and evolution.

The book is suitable to read for scientist working with crop germplasm resources, genetic breeding

and biodiversity and teachers and students of university.
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