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These dialogues will make you laugh, make you cry,
make you think but most of all they will make your English
better. Each chapter has four topics that are connected to
its main theme. FEach of the topics contains three
dialogues. There is brief background information on each
topic which is relevant to students lives here in China.

They are special in three ways.

First, they have been written by a native speaker who
has had several years experience in China teaching at top
universities. They are full of upto-date natural expressions
used by native speakers, which means that you will be
using the same language that they speak.

Second, there is an emphasis on collocations, phrases
and expressions. This is because two, three, four and even
five-word collocations, phrases and expressions make up a

huge percentage of all naturally-occuin'ng text, spoken or
written. We are more likely to memorise and use phrases
rather than single words. So get rid of word lists and
replace them with lists of phrases.

Third, and most important of all, these dialogues are close to
students’ lives and represent common experiences that they would
encounter daily.

I wish to acknowledge the encouragement and assistance provided
by my publisher Cai Qing. I would like to thank my English majors
(classes 06701, 06702, 06703 ) at Beijing University of Posts and
Telecom-munications for their help in road-testing these dialogues and
for making many valuable suggestions. I would specially like to thank
Li Yang for her suggestions on various dialogues. I am truly grateful
for her insight and knowledge of campus life.
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How to Get the Most out of
These Dialogues {BHSES

Role play dialogues are excellent opportunities for
learners of English to practice English because they give
students the chance to assume a role that is not their own.
They can be anyone they want. It does not matter if you
make a mistake because it is not you who makes it. It is
your character who does! You can totally assume the
character and personality of your part and play it to the
hilt and beyond! Your voice and actions can be
completely over the top and yet it does not matter because
it is only acting. Role playing is a safe and enjoyable way
to learn English. It is a good idea to find a partner to
practice the following dialogues with.

Tips on role plays

1. Don’t be afraid to act the part

2. Try to get into the character

3. Explore different voices

4. Use appropriate movements and gestures

5. Change parts so that you can play a different character
6. Don’t be afraid to play a character of the opposite sex

Studying spoken English really can be easy, even in a fast-paced
and demanding world. Take this book with you on the go. As each
dialogue is independent of the others, you can study them piece by
piece. Take the 15 minutes you’re stuck in traffic to read a topic.
Carry it with you on the subway. Squeeze in a few minutes here and

there. If you practice one dialogue a day then at the end of 50 days
you’ll be amazed at how your English has grown. Your confidence in
speaking will be sky high and when a foreigner appears you will have
plenty to talk about!



SFREFI R, ERELFEFRITAL
BHABHEEBERPFG—ABIFHNL, XiLF4E
MAMEXIBE—ANATLARE T HTAAGIEMTA
B, PR TR LAIE, BAFRZ e,
REBFEHHRERTH! AR TURBETHE
RACHMERBEARFLLEINBRE, heFE.
HEARTAREK, XHFEAH 4, FER2AEEX
27, AGHFER - EALHBLSARBGEES
JFHX, BANAEBEHh-—RGEIT FF&HE, A
FEHEE,

fRamEMNs L
FOH O TR ok A AT R B
. BABANAE
. TR ZIvHME
. RS RS AT B
L HARCER, MBREEARAAL
. REBEETRRFRAE

FI0EARRMEE, PREXMYE, £
SMAGRLE, MEFFIAE, PPHETHE
HRABEMEIHE, KRTRE—F5], B LW A 15
G4, ARG AE—ANEM, LRAN LT 4
e, OFENAKBE T, BRAERGEI -
#%, SO REH#ESRIT T EENHRT, his
REMNSGEFTHEE S, BRI HE, KIR
SARETHT

ot

o W N




H 3
ntents .

Chapter Love & &
1. Looking for Love F# &4 /1
2. Courtship EHZM-E /8
3. Pure Love #LA# £ /14
4. Breaking up TALSF /21

Chapter @ Leisure A% %
5. Night Life & 4% /28
6. Student Activities on Campus R B2 F £ 553 / 34
7. Music and Movies #f&5%% /41
8. Keeping Fit 4 ¥4 /48

Chapter ® Shopping %%
9. Clothes JR % / 54
10. Malls and Supermarkets #4558 % / 60
11. Street Markets #i2 #%3% / 66
12. Online Shopping ™ L¥4 / 73

Chapter Campus A% &8
13. Dorm Life #&4-47& / 80
14. Classes % #2 / 86
15. Campus # H /92
16. Health 4 & / 97

‘Chapter ® Family and Friends & & # A &
17. One-child Family %4 Fk %5 / 104
18. Parents and Children X &#f#F /110
19. Extended Family Xk %& / 117
20. Friends M A / 124



Chapter & Travel %%

21. Public Transport 233 / 131

22. Mainland China ¥ &k ®&: /138

23. Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan &#% ., Ri1f&E / 145
24. Abroad & H /152

Chapter () Student Activities % 4 5 %
25. Student Union ¥4 4 /159
26. Sports & &) / 166
27. Lost and Found £ A& /173

28. Baljing 2008 Olympics 3t 7% 2008 Ri&4 / 180

Chapter @ Learning English % %% <
29. Speaking v & /187
30. Writing B 4t / 194
31. Reading g i / 202
32. Listening =t 5 /208

Chapter @ Finance 2% 4 %
33. Managing on a Budget WHEF® /215
34. Banks and Credit Cards 4&47#15 A / 222
35. Scholarships % %4 / 229
36. The Stock Market & Z£#3% /236

Chapter @@ Career ¥ i
37. Internships 3£ 3 / 242
38. Part-time Jobs 3 8% T4 / 249
39. Running a Part-time Business i L& a4 & / 255
40. Finding a Job % x4k / 262



Chapter 1 Love & I%
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ooking for Love

rﬂl i Background Information ﬁ'

A survey by the Guangdong Youth Development Report in early
January 2007 found that loneliness is the most important motivator
for falling in love on campus. A survey by Shanghai iResearch Co.
found that

e B0% accept finding partners online

* 70% think the Internet provides more opportunities to make
friends

e 50% think their social activities are too few to find a partner

e 60% are doubtful about matchmaking websites
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Dialogue 1

Julia: Betty, I really need your help. I've met this boy on the In-

ternet who I really like.

Betty: How did you get to know him?

J:

Through QQ. We just started chatting and soon found out that
we had a lot in common.

: So tell me more about him.
: Well he’s 20 and works for a company in Shenzhen. He also

phones me and I like the sound of his voice.

: That’s a good start but don’t forget you'’re in Wuhan and

you’ve never met him.

I know but I think of him every day and I get really depressed
when he doesn’t call. I've really developed a big crush® on
him.

But that may be all it is. Just a crush. You can’t fall in love
with someone you’ve never met!

: But every day is so special because of him. I just can’t get

him off my mind® and my studies are suffering.

I think you really need to get a grip®. If you are going to fall
in love with someone then you need to stop living in a dream
world and find a real person. You should socialize more and
then the right person will come along.

¢ What if I invited him to come here to Wuhan?

That’s a good idea. Then you could find out, once and for
all®, whether you like each other or not.
I'll send him a message tonight!
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Questions 1 \

1. Have you ever chatted to someone on the Internet who you've

developed a romantic interest in? )
|

2. Do you think the Internet is a good way of finding a partner? E o
e !

Dialogue 2

Hilary: Hi Catherine. How’s life?
Catherine: Everything’s great! How are you and Kevin?
H: We’'re fine too. You should find a boyfriend and then we all

could go out on dates together.
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C:
H:

C:
H:

: Not for me! I think campus love is a waste of time. I'd rather

be studying.

: But studying all the time is so boring! You need to enjoy life

while you’re here. 1 know I do.

: You know my parents have sacrificed a lot for me to come

here. They want me to do well. How will they feel if they
hear that I'm spending most of my time with my boyfriend
instead of my textbooks!

: Hey come on! It’s not like that! Kevin and I often study

together, There’s more to life here than dorm, classroom,
library, canteen and dorm again!

: No pains, no gains! It will be worth it all in the end.

You ought to seriously consider that never again in your life
will you be surrounded by so many eligible bachelors®. 1t’s a
once in a lifetime opportunity !

: Love can wait. I'm too young to have my heart broken. When

I’ve taken the first few steps on my career ladder® then I'll
start looking for a soul mate.

: You old dinosaur® you! By then all the best guys will have

been taken. You'll end up an old maid®!

Don’t care! Not worried! After all tomorrow is another day! -
Yes and you’ll end up with no happy memories of your time
here!

Do you want to go to the library?

Only if Kevin can come!

(RAIE2.
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Questions 2 "\

1. Do you think campus love is a good thing? Why? Why not?
2. Have your studies been affected by having a boyfriend/ girlfriend? g ! E
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Dialogue 3

Mandy: What do you think I should look for in a boyfriend?
Cherry: Depends on whether you take the traditional view or the

M:
C:

0

Q

modern view.

OK. Tell me what the traditional view is first.

Well, he should be older than you, taller than you, better
educated than you and richer than you!

: That sounds OK but what if I don’t love him?

: Then we move on to the modern view. You fall in love with

someone and it doesn’t matter whether he’s younger than you,
smaller than you, less educated than you or poorer than you!

: But I want to have a comfortable life so he has to be richer

than me! After all, no money; no honey®!

Do you mind if he’s smaller than you?

Of course I mind. I don’t want to marry a midget®! I want to
look up to him, not look down on him!

What if he’s less educated than you?

We’d have nothing to talk about!

What if he’s younger than you?

Too immature. He’d only be interested in sport and computer
games))

Well, now at least you know what to look for in a boyfriend!

SRR 3\

(@ no money; no honey: & A&t RS EI S A
(2 midget: {1%

M: REERREIZRNMTANBBE?
C: BR/BHOATADERT, REFHERTK.
M: IR, fRERFEERTESUHENEIBZHA.

) 3

6



¢ =

Z2 0

AzZzaza

 REAEHE, hEIZERILRA, NRILRS, FEBERELR

ReF, thibfRF%.

: TRRAE, IRERFERMEANR?

MEMNAKBERARTEUT . MELT—1TA, BMEMERL
Ry, NSREIREE, RBERELRK, LRAS, LEE.

 JRAEIERTF, TR RES. B8, "RARXES

=R !

2 IR B KL IREND?
P HANET! HIYRBREFEEE RBMEM, TR2H

Bt

: BRMHRBERELIRIERE?

: BBAISAZHAREE T

: ERMFW IR IR?

: AR, REXENFIRREHRENE,

: RE, ELRARMBIZR - M AENSERETE.

Questions 3

1. What do you look for in a boyfriend? w
2.

Would you take the traditional view or the modemn view? Why?
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Chapter 1 Love 32 IS
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ourtship

r“ Background Informationll N

: . . -
Courtship is the process of attracting another for an intimate

relationship leading to marriage. it may take days, weeks, months
and even years.

In the West there are several steps involved in courtship. First,
the man would woo the girl, that is, seek to win her affections. Then
would come a period of going out together. Finally, the man would F
propose to her. Traditionally, the man would go on bended knee,
say, “l| love you. Will you marry me?” And give her a diamond ring.
They would then be engaged to marry.
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