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Abstract

China will, for the first time in the history, host a registered exhibition in
years’ time. That is the World Expo 2010 Shanghai China. 1t is no doubt that,
to get familiar with and master the rules and regulations goverﬁing the World
Expositions precisely, is to be the prerequisite for its prepafatory work.

In order to give a complete picture with regard to the World Exposition
rules, this volume traced along the evolution process of the rules and regulations
in the World Expositions history. The book, then, turns to the aftempf of an-
swering two basic but very important questions: What is the World Exposition
and How does the Bureau of International Expositions function. Thereafter, the
author goes to specific rules concerning the bidding, preparing and holding the
World Expositions. On the ground of the systematic elaborations, comments are
made upon the features and characteristics of the current World Exposition
rules. Having examined the entire World Exposition rules, the author raised
suggestions to relevant preparatory work for the Shanghai World Expo 2010.

This volume consists of six chapters. |

The first chapter is the Establishment and Evolution of the Rules and Regu-
lations of World Expositions. This chapter analyses the origin of the Convention
Relating to the International Exhibitions from the situation of international exhi-
bitions in the late 19" century and early 20" century. From the historical view-
point, this chapter then goes through all the five amendments of the Convention
after its conclusion in 1928. The current legal framework of the rules and regu-
lations governing World Expositions puts forward at the end of this chapter.

The second chapter is World Expositions and Bureau of International Expo-
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sitions. As to the World Expositions, the paper puts the emphasis on its nature
and purposes. It also makes introductions to the classification, duration and fre-
quency of this great event, basing on the evolution of the Convention. As to the
Bureau of International Expositions, this chapter touches upon its legal status,
its governing structure and its operation mechanism.

Chapter three to chapter five goes details to the context of rules and regula-
tions governing the World Expositions. Among that, chapter three touches upon
the bidding procedures, the organizational structure of the hosting state, the in-
vitation for participation and its acceptance, and also the structure of the partici-
pating countries. Chapter four deals with specific issues relating to the condi-
tions of participation, such as the admission of exhibits and exhibitors, expo
site and pavilions, commercial activities, common services, protection of intel-
lectual properties, prizes and awards, and also the financial assistance of the or-
ganizer for the participation of developing countries. Chapter five introduces the
rules concerning the settlement of the disputes between the participant and, ei-
ther another participant or the organizer, rules of indemnities in case of cancel-
lation of exhibitions by the organizer, rules of use of BIE flag and rules of pub-
lic access to BIE information.

In the conclusive chapter six, the paper comes to some comments on the
rules and regulations governing World Expositions. Suggestions are also pro-
posed on preparatory work of Shanghai World Expo 2010 in terms of the per-
spective of following the international rules and constructing the domestic €xpo

legal environment.

Key words: World Expositions Convention Relating to the International
Exhibitions Bureau of International Expositions Rules and Regulations
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