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PREFACE

By JianfeiLin

With hills behind and the sea in front, Fujian Province lies in the southeastern coast of China, facing T 5S
Straits. Fujian is also one of the important cultural origins in Chinese history. As a poem goes: “Confucius(called Igft(ng\“i
Qiu in Chinese, a great philosopher, bom in Shandong where Mount Tai lies) was born during Dongzhou DE;B 7(3 ~

o S
o bg/

Zhuxi (another great philosopher, staying for several decades in Fujian where Wuyi Mountains lies) was bomn in.¥a

Dynasty. Chinese ancient culture, Tai Mountain and Wuyi Mountains.”  Fujian province enjoys a rich culture and
numerous sites of natural and cultural interests.

Boasting of numerous natural beauties and eminent persons, Fujian is a scenic area with 51 state or provincial places of
interest. Those tourist sites covers over 2,200 square kilometers, about 1.9% of the total area of Fujian province. Among
them, 13 sites are elected as national tourism resorts, the third largest number in China. Fujian Wuyi Mountains is
honored as "World Cultural and Natural Heritage". Mount Qingyuan is honored as "National Cultural and Natural
Heritage", and Haitan is honored as "National Natural Heritage". At present, Fujian tourist attractions are classified into
ten types: resorts characterized by Danxia landform ———— Wuyi Mountains, Taoyuan Cave, Guanzhai Mountains;
resorts characterized by granite landforms ———— Qingyuan Mountain, Drum Mountain(Gushan) and Mount Taimu;
limestone caves ———— Yuhua Cave, TaoyuanCave, Longkong Cave; resorts with volcanic landforms ———— Mount
Qingyun, River shiba, Mount Foz; sea—surrounding islands ———— Gulangyu(Gulang Islet), Fengdongshi(Tayu),
Meizhou Island; beautiful lakes ——— Golden Lake, Cuiping Lake; resorts famous for their beautiful waterfalls ————
Jiulongji, Jiuli Lake; scenic spots with special animals or plants living in beautiful natural areas ———— Mount Wanshi,
Yuanyang(mandarin duck) River, Mount Donggong; and lastly religious sites ———— Meizhou Island, Mount shizhu. All
of these scenic spots, boasting of natural and cultural interests, are visiting cards of Fujian, treasures of China and the world.
The benevolent enjoys the mountains, while the wise finds pleasure in the lakes. Fujian province, with its rich and special
scenic resources, is a nice natural homeland of men living in perfect harmony, the best place for men to return to nature,
a Mustsee place for visitors. The world famous Wuyi Mountains in southeastern China is honored as "World Cultural
and Natural Heritage"; Qingyuan Mountain is regarded as  “No.1 Fairyland in Fujian” ; Gulangyu is called “Garden
in the Sea” or “Piano Island” ; “endowed with a drumlike shape and a jade—pot on the land, Gushan looks at
Zuohai from above and is situated in the capital” ; the Golden Lake is called “Rosy Cloud Above the Water” ;
Haitan is famous for landforms washed and eroded by sea water, and Mount Taimu is called “Fairyland in the Sea” .
These wonderful sceneries are so enjoyable that they make the tourists from home and abroad linger on with no thought
of leaving.

“ The water and soil in one place feeds the local people, while the local people also influence their dwelling
environment.”  Scenic spots represent the national or even the world’ s natural and cultural heritage. Moreover, they
are ecological, educational areas as well as places for holiday rest and academic study. Men should abide by the laws of
nature and the whole country is now on board for building a harmonious society. From ancient time to the present,
Chinese people have been enjoying nature and worshiping nature. Our ancestors have tried their best in protecting our
wonderful sceneries. They have left for us the valuable natural and cultural heritages, which are symbols of world
civilization. When a thing is scarce, it is precious. Scenic resources are valuable as well as weak. Once destroyed, it cannot
be regenerated. We should not just enjoy the stunning sights. In addition, we should try our best to protect them, so that
the scenic resources will remain forever.

“A cool breeze and a bright moon are priceless, while the distant mountains and near rivers are senimental” ~ We
publish the picture album Fujian Scenic Spots to introduce places of interest and to help visitors better understand the
glittering stars scattering in the west coast of Taiwan Straits.
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