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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

A sHorr history of any subject should not simply be an abridgement of a
larger one. It should be a picture complete in itself, rather than a mere
inventory of names and “isms.” To achieve this, the author should, as a
Chinese expression says, “have the whole history in his mind.” Only then
can he give the reader an adequate and well -rounded account within his
chosen limited scope.

According to Chinese historiography, a good historian must have wide
scholarship in order to master all his materials, sound judgment to make
proper selection of them, and literary talent in order to tell his story in an
interesting way. In writing a short history, intended for a general public, the
author certainly has less chance to display his scholarship, but he needs
more selective judgment and literary talent than he would for writing a
longer and strictly scholarly work.

In preparing this work, I have tried to use my best judgment in selecting
what I consider important and relevant from materials which I have mas-
tered. I was very fortunate, however, to have as editor Dr. Derk Bodde, who
has used his literary talent to make the style of the book interesting, read—
able, and comprehensible to the Western reader. He has also made sugges—
tions regarding the selection and arrangement of the material.

Being a short history, this book serves as no more than an introduction to
the study of Chinese philosophy. If the reader wishes to know more about
the subject, I would refer him to my larger work, A History of Chinese Phi-
losophy. The first volume of this has been translated by Dr. Bodde, and he is
now translating the second one; also to my more recent work, The Spirit of
Chinese Philosophy, translated by Mr. E. R. Hughes of Oxford University.
Both works are mentioned in the bibliography compiled by Dr. Bodde at the
end of the present book. Acknowledgements are due to both Dr. Bodde and
Mr.Hughes, from whose books I have borrowed some translations of the Chi—
nese texts appearing herein.
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In publishing this book, I welcome the opportunity of expressing my
thanks to the Rockefeller Foundation for the grant which made it possible for
me to come from China to the University of Pennsylvania as Visiting Profes—
sor during the year 1946-47, and which resulted in the writing of this book.
Also, I wish to thank my colleagues and students in the Department of Ori-
ental Studies for their cooperation and encouragement, and especially Dr.
Bodde, Associate Professor of Chinese. I am likewise grateful to Dr. A. W.
Hummel,Chief of the Asiatic Division, Library of Congress, for his encour-
agement and help in making arrangements for the publication of the book.

FUNC.YU-LAN

June ,1947
University of Pennsylvania
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