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Introduction

The writer Jules Verne was born at Nantes, in the west of -

France, in 1828. Dates aré q,m!o :mportant i thls Intkéé'
duction. Jules Verne's stories told the readers about very °

many things that were going to be used or discovered or

invented in the future. For example, there is a big submar-: :
ine in The Mysterious Island, which Jules Verne wrote in -
1874. There were submarines at that time. Indeed, the :

French had a submarine called the Nautilus in 180I. It

carried three men. and they turned its propeller by hand. -
The appearance of a power-driven submarine like the one -
in this book had to wait until the development of the.:
internal cembastion (petrol) engi_né in 1885. The electric :
lights in the submarine might have been like those that -

Edison developed in 1879,

Jules Verne studied law, but he began writing plays .-
for the stage. In 1862 he produced the first novel of the
kind he is best known for today. It was Cing semaines en.
ballon (Five Weeks in a Balloon). It showed that Jules.
Verne could make imaginary journeys exciting. And it was’
the first of the novels that have given Verne the name of -
the “father of science fiction”, It was an immediate success
in France. People in other countries heard about it, and .
Verne's French novel was translated—into English, for.:

example, in 1869.
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Other scicnce fiction novels followed. Here are just
four of thcm: ‘

1864 Voyage to the Cenire of the Earth

1865 From the Earth to the Moon—in the story the journey
took 97 hours 20 minutes.

1869 Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea—in which
Jules Verae introduced the devilish Captain Nemo in
his submarine, the Nautilus. You will meet Captain
Nemo again in tiis book.

1873 Round the World in Eighty Days—with plenty of
laughter added to the adventure and scientific discov-
ery. By this time, there was no delay. the novel ap-
peared in English and other languages in the same
year 1873,

The science fiction storics of Jules Verne are still
popular. Readers have certainly met one or more of them
in film or on television. The success of his books made it
possible for him to buy a fishing-boat on which he sailted
and wrote. As he became more successful, he bought big-
ger boats and sailed longer distances. All the time. the
books poured from his pen.

It was only when he lost his eyestght in 1902 that Jules
Verne stopped writing and sailing. He died in 1905.

D o o T o A T T S T A AT

[N

Bhibaran..

.



Wi
o
e
B
-
-
[T
i
o
am
B
-
jra
I
b -
[+
[
e
s
[
"~
o
'
"~
=
W
e
-
-
~
L
-
x
-
&
=
-
K
")
3.
-
.
i
-
-
¥
"
-
-
=
*
.
.
i
v
L

Ay F KT th REEEM . XA

P B A

1864 4F (HBLHRITIC D

1865 4F C HEER B H 2R v . /s 80 v X i bk §5
fPEET O7 JhEF 20 43 8b.

1869 4 (M A Y. B . B - LR
B IR B AR RO AR 4R B 0 g A
BB, R+ HRiEEEY
FEREAR I AU A

1873 4F A+ KRB 1t ). 7 8 By FR 2 |
EWMETYTERN AR, X
IKEEDEF AN HA WL, 7E 1873
AL E T BT IR S
HIWRE A .

Bt ES B - R ELI b3
PREZRRE. EEIILERACTERER
RMEPEIH P —RILE. iEEE
WL EY - LA AFRIWE —EHlA
AL RMIETHTER LS. BEBR
B HAEE R T, A A48t 8 38 A k.
AT BY B A R SR 4 o, by g ) R, 4R R B R
T A HE M 0 B T B IR .

HE 1902 SEFHH - LRAKRBAZRR,

pour
TEER

A =L T HFERALT. fiTF 1905 EHTHE,

dr



Chapter 1
In the balloon

You have heard about the hurricane of March 1865. That
great storm destroycd cities and forests and ships in many
parts of the world.

When the wind began-—quite suddenly—there were
four men, a boy, and a dog high in the air in the basket of
a balloon. They were escaping from the town of
Richmond. Virginia, where the men had been prisoners of
war.

The hurricane caught the balloon and carried it far
over the Pacific Ocean. The balloon travelled very fast—
sometimes at about one hundred and sixty kilometres an
hour--over that great sca.

At last. the wind beeame rather less strong. But it had
made holes in the balloon., and the balloon began to fall
towards the sea.

“Throw out some sand!”

“That’s the last bag of sand.”

“And are we going up again?”

“No!”

“Look! We are getting near the seal”

“Yes. T can hear the waves. They are huge waves!
What can we do?”

“Throw out everything!”

The voice that gave the orders was strong and without
fear. [t was the voice of Cyrus Smith.
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