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Among the city planning ideas of Steven Holl, site is the most
important criterion of constructing an architectural community.
With the maximum exploitation of the city value and land
potential, the community should not only serve its residents but
will also be able to make a contribution to the city environment.
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"The site of architecture is not just a part of
concept. Site is the material and abstract
basis of the architecture. Through a natural
blending with the site and creating a
meaningful setting, architecture surmounts its
material and functional demands. Instead of
“intruding, architecture makes an explanation
“for the surrounding landscapes. Therefore,

‘ m\ en construction and base, an experimental
ship, a metaphysi i nd a poetic
ection should be established between the
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Steven Holl, named by Time magazine one of "America's
Best Architects," is a representative of the international
architectural masters of a new generation and has
established a genre of his own featuring an attention and

research on space and light.

While designing, Steven Holl stresses an integration of
concepts and phenomenal approaches, a pursuit of ideas
and functions, and a blending of space and light. As a
result, his works are seemingly silent but convey powerful
strength hidden behind. Unrestricted to theoretical
stereotypes, his ingenious designs feature simple and
traditional forms, natural materials, novel decorations, and

a diversity of concerted colors.

By combining the theoretical essences of Edmund Husserl
and Gio Ponti with his own understanding of architecture,
Steven Holl designed buildings of an updated
phenomenology of perception. In his book
"Anchoring,"published in 1991, he stated an idea of
"Anchoring architecture on site."This point was also
mentioned during his speech at Peking University. "What
impressed me most in China was a visit to the Garden of
Net's Master in Suzhou all the space relationships,
perspective superposition, wonderful details, and crafty
proportions and scales presented there..."Holl said. "Each
of the pavilions has its own idea, and the architecture

needs to be tasted inside."

Giving priority to the "Living world,"Steven Holl attaches
great importance to the environment, site, as well as inner
atmosphere of the architecture. He stresses the true
perspective of him as an architect toward the buildings, and
based on this, attempts have been made to create
opportunities for people to personally experience the world.
From Holl's works, one can easily taste his distinctive
treatment of details, selection of materials, mastery of light
and color, and consideration of textures. In what Holl called
"Phenomenal zone,"or "enmeshed experience,"perspective
space, color, light, shadow, night space, time periods, and
perception, as well as phenomenal mirrors like water,

sound, and details are intertwined.

In spite of being in an age teemed with desires for
material wealth, Steven Holl adheres to his own
philosophy and devotes himself to the art of architecture.
As Easterners, we might be not able to fully understand
the truth of Western philosophy, but we have no doubt in
the fact that great buildings will bring people both visual

and spiritual enjoyments.

Steven Holl, a tenured professor at Columbia University's

Graduate School of Architecture and Planning
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Concepts

Architecture is an intelligent space serving everyday life.

City architectures are a contribution to the deep consideration of city
system.The essence of architectural works is organic connection
between idea and form.

Site

For every project, we would search for a
new approach to determine the task of
the building by integrating its key
functions with an organizational concept.
Rather than moving an identical “style” to

different sites and climates, we would
start the design of each building by explore the characteristics of the
proposal and the individuality of the site.

City Contribution

Building does not exist alone, and its
relationships with the surroundings
should be taken into consideration. With
the maximum exploitation of the city
value and land potential, the community

should not only serve its residents but

will also be able to make a contribution to
the city and its environment.

Light and Details

While fixing a work on a specific site and
environment, we seek for a profound
beginning of an experience of time, light,
and materials. The space phenomenon
in a room, the sunshine penetrating from

the window, the colors of materials and
their reflections on walls and floor are all connected to form integrity.
The transparency of a film, the color of plastering, the light reflection of
an opaque glass, and a string of sun rays beating in the room are
crisscrossed, composing a unique experience of a site.

Materials

The various building materials
communicate with each other in a
concerted or inharmonious way, like
different musical instruments for
composing a musical piece. The
transforming of natural materials, such

as glass, stones, and wood, in
architecture will stimulate thought and sensory organs for the
experience of a site. Sustainable, renewable, and local materials
will become a part of this tactile realm.
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A Forecast of Future Development of Beijing
in Light of the General Development Situation
of International Metropolises

Seeking an open, harmonious community in a city proper for a comfortable, healthy
residence and a convenient, modern way of life is people's natural demand originating from
their desire for living in communal settings. This demand has driven the development trails

of international metropolises and transformed people's city lifestyles.
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