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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

How to deal the relationship with the intellectuals is always a very important
theoretical and practical issue to the CCP in the new democratic revolution and so-
cialism construction., In 1925, in the paper titled Analysis on, Each Class of China’s
Society, Mao Ze - Dong analyzed the classical character and political tendency of the
intellectuals from the theoretical angle and put forward the opinions on how to hold
together, recast and, make use of the intellectuals. In the Movement of Yan’an
Zhengfeng (or Yan’an Rectification Movement ) , a set of models was made on how to
remodel the intellectuals’ ideology, which was accompanied with political learning
and political censorship, controlled by CCP, and included such processes as atien-
ding lectures, reading political papers, criticism and self ~ criticism, making clear
one’s histoy, etc. , which were implemented extensively in schools and institutions in
liberated areas and played an important role in the course of remolding the
intellectuals’ thoughts for CCP.

. The eriticism on the film Wuxun’s Biography is the first movement of ideological
criticism on a national scale after 1949. Mao Ze — Dong considered that the reform-
ism revealed in the Wuxun’s Biography and the lots of praise for it garbled the differ-
ence, between the revolution and reformism and gave up Marxism standpoint. In the
criticism, persons who related to Wuxun’s Biography , from some leaders in the Cen-
ter of CCP to experts and professors in the educational and thinking circles, had to
criticize themselves, That is the first clearing to Reformism after the founding of P.
R. China.

Tao Xingzhi, an advocator of “ Wuxun Spirit” and a theorist of saving nation by
education, was a firm political ally to CCP and had been called “the People’s Educa-
tor” by Mao Ze ~ dong during the new democratic revolution. However, with devel-
opment of the criticism on Wuxun’s Biography ; Téo Xingzhi became the critical per-
son that should be criticized lately and a lot of papers were published in People’s Ed-
ucation to criticize systematically on Tao Xing-zhi’s saving nation by education, re-
formism and the theory of life education.

' Meanwhile, in order to remold the intellectuals’ ideology, CCP launched a
movement that can be divided into three stages: the first one is called Jing — jin —
tang, teacher’s political learning; the second is Sanfan movement and the last is criti-

cism. At the same time, work about the clearing of the new intellectuals’ organization
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outspread half — openly. Through these works, CCP cleared up the political dissi-
dents among the new intellectuals, found out their political state and animadverted
upon their capitalism political thought.

Qin.Mu, a very famous modern writer in China, was appointed the director of
the information faculty in Educational and -Cultural Office of Guangdong Province,
the chief executive editor of Education and Culture in Guangdong Province, the lec-
turer in the department of .Chinese Literature of Zhongshdan University in 1950. Not
agreeing that Education and Culture in Guangdong province was censured by People’s
Education, he -criticized the latter in articles, which was regarded as the representa-
tive of opposing the intellectuals’ ideological remolding. On Nov. 28", 1951, he was
criticized in the third edition of Southeinn Daily through an editorial Should Welcome
the Intellectuals® Ideological Remolding—On Qin Mu’s Refusing the Criticism.

In 1954, Mao Ze — dong paid attention to a critical article about Yu Pingbo’s
Studies on A Dream of the Red Chamber written by two young scholars and wrote a
letter Some Problems on the Studies of A Dream of the Red Chamber to some princi-
pals in the CCP on Oct. 16™. Thus a great discussion on the studies of A Dream of
the Red Chamber was started, through which the influence of bourgeois mentalism in
academic circle was swept away and seven million intellectuals throughout the ‘coun-
try were educated systematically in materialism. - ° .

Hu Shih, a representative figure in the academic circle, thought and education

in the Republic China period and a promoter of John Dewey’s pragmatism, developed

>

a set of positivistic academic ways named “suppose boldly and prove carefully 7,

which was influential in China. From December 1954 to May 1955, a large — scale
movement of criticism for Hu Shih’s thinking was brought into play by thé propogation
department of CCP and hundreds of papers were published to criticize Hu Shih’s
thinkirig from differént aspects.

In order to root up the influence of pragmatism of Hu Shih, a criticism move-
ment was deployed in the educational circle against Chen Heqin who was a student of -
John Dewey, an experl in education for children, the organizer of flexible education
and also the representative of pragmatism and comprador education. Chen Hegin had
to give up his theory of flexible ‘education, became a representative to condemn John
“Dewey’s thinking and was thus forgiven by the -authorities.

In the campaign of Anti - Rightist, the intellectuals® academic thoughts became
the focus of criticism again and some academic -authorities” that held some opinions
different from CCP’s suffered animadversion. Feng Youlan, a famous philosopher,

had to change his academic and political opinions according to different political at-
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mosphere after 1949, yet he did not escape the misfortune to becoming the target of
criticism. Fei Xiaotong, a famous sociologist, suffered from severe criticism, was
seen as the Rightists and couldn’t make use of his learning to do for twenty years or
so just as he wanted to reconstruct sociology. lLet Haizong, a famous historian,
pointed out that the social science is poor in socialism countries and also indicated
that Marxism had stopped developing in 1895. So he was regarded as reactionary,
was condemned by the national historical community and became a Rightist, t0o. In
this period, many professors like them met with criticism and gave up teaching and
studying, thus the modern Chinese social science development was forced to halt.
Summarizing the cases of the intellectuals’ ideological criticism in the 1950s, we
can find out that there are four main topics: the first is that the intellectuals were
asked to give up nationalism and become political tool for CCP; the second is that
the intellectuals were requested to abandon reformism and identify with CCP’s tradi-
tional armed revolutionary ; the third is that the intellectuals were required to give up
independent academic ways and identify with that the learning should be subjected to
politics; the last is that the intellectuals were called for to give up independent and

unrestrained life style and integrate themselves into laborer class.

Key Words: Intellectuals’ Ideological Criticism; Academic and Thinking
History; Nationalism Criticism; Reformism Criticism
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