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1 / Abstract

Abstract

China which is called “the dress kingdom”, has the glorious
history of dress culture. Over the past centries, the Chinese peo-
ple had created many dress style of Chinese National characteris-
tic, and has increased glory for Chinese culture.

China's dress system, probably started from Xia or Shang
Danasty, formed untill Zhou Dynasty, and was brought into the
orbit of “rules by ritual”. The dress was looked as the standard
of rank, From this time on, the official clothes system became
more mature and more strict.

In ancient times of China , the clothes system is closely
linked with the political pattern and each person's daily life.

This article selects Song Dynasty for example, to carry on
tresearch that the dress culture of Song Danasty is conservative
or not . For this sake, this article has two master lines to carry
on, The one is this national dress system is own-inheriting with
the improvement,the other is the dress culture will exchange be-
tween the main body nation and other nations.

The article is divided into seven parts. First part proposes
the question of conservative or not about the Song Dynasty
clothes culture. Then the text is divided into five chapters, the

first chapter makes the brief introduction to the background Song



RRRGEREFR /2

Dynasty clothes culture, highlights the textile technology and
craft enhancement of Song Dynasty. The sequential four chapters
are the main body of this article about the ceremonial garment,
the court dress , the official's costume, Hu Fu and the outlandish
clothes and so on five aspects. At last, the paroration proposes
four innovation patterns of the Song Dynasty clothes culture:

First is self-update of the traditional formal clothes system,
mainly discuss the ceremonial garment and the court dress sys-
tem of the Song Dynasty clothes culture . The ceremonial gar-
ment and the court dress has the most inheritance and conserva-
tive meaning. In fact, this part is not irrevocable, but continually
change according to the time. self-update is one of the important
development patterns of antient clothes culture .

Second is the casual clothes turn into the formal clothes,
mainly manifest in the Song Dynasty official's costume . The offi-
cial’s costume of Song Dynasty comes from the Tang Dynasty
casual clothes. This process is not the simple longitudinal devel-
opment of clothes culture, at the same time, the alien race
clothes culture is absorped into casual clothes system of han.

Third is the influence come from alien race clothes culture,
mainly manifests in the Hufu. The Song government repeatedly
issues the Hu Fu prohibition rule, but it is the fact, Hu Fu fac-
tor such as Qidan clothing or Nuzhen clothing and so on exists in
the field of song. Song Dynasty still has the national exchange in
clothes culture, and the Hu Fu still is one of the clothing innova-
tion power and the important cause of clothing diversification .

Fourth is to pursue the fashion, destroy the old and estab-

lish the new clouthes patern. This mainly manifests in the out-
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landish clothes. All sorts of outlandish clothes directly indicated
to us that Song Dynasty's clothes culture does not lack the inno-
vation ability, and does not stopp or back up.

Through discussing various aspects of the Song Dynasty
clothes culture, the article finally draws the conclusion; The
Chinese history extends several millenniums, and , Song Dynas-
ty is entire cultural chain link link, speaking of the clothing cul-
ture also is so. The Tang and Song dynasty are at the different
stage, faced with difference exterior national environment.
Therefore, it is unable in the logic to say the Tang Dynasty
clothing “opening” and the Song Dynasty clothing “conserva-
tive”. So-called Tang Dynasty clothes “opening” and Song Dy-
nasty clothes “conservative” come from two kind of different na-
tional cultures and the national environment, in fact ,here is not
the difference between “the opening” and “conservative”. If the
“opening” of Tang Dynasty is refering to absorbing the external
culture, but Song Dynasty not, obviously , this kind of contrast
is not objective.

All sorts of signs of Song Dynasty clothes culture indicate
that the Song Dynasty is not a special “conservative” danasty.
This danasty is normal time which follows general law of the
whole clothes culture. Inherit, national exchange and pursuing
fashion has composed magnificent chapter of the Song Dynasty

clothes culture together.
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