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Colors

Part One

I . Color Expressions

Step One

1. Green 2.red 3.Blue 4. white 5.red 6.red 7.black 8. black

Step Two Gt
Among various colors, Chinese pebple\’s\faxvnrityg colors are red, yellow and blue.

In China, red is the color of 'goodl luck and is used as a holiday and wedding color.

Chinese babies are given their names at a red-egg ceremony. And during the Spring

Festival, children will receive money in a red envelope. In ancient Chinaﬁ yellow was

taboo, because it was the color for emperors, for example, the color of the imperial




dragon was also yellow, Blue is also a favonte color m Chma, because it looks goodf ’
against Chinese skm Whlte and black are cxcmal trendy colors for most young

people, but the older generatléns feel thise colors are not Iucky, and not suitable for

celebrations.

II. Talking about Colors

1. Yes, I do. Once I felt rather gloomy, I went out shopping in order to cheer
- myself up. In the boutique (2% J5 ) 1 frequently visited, a bright yellow dress struck
 my eyes. I tried it on, and immediately felt all the troubles were gone. Later I learned

~ from a book that yellow could make one happier. Now if I am unhappy, I will put on a

- bright dress, then I will feel better.

2. My favorite color is blue, because it is the color of the ocean. I was born in a
seaside village, and lived there for 18 years. So this is a familiar color to me and
seeing this color always reminds me of my hometown. Besides, blue is relaxing and

calming. When my eyes are tired, looking at the blue sky can always help me get rid
of the fatigue.

Part Two

[ . Useful Expressions of Greetings

Role-Play

Exercise 1

A: Morning, John.

B: Morning, Jack. How are things going?

A: Fine, thanks. How about you?

B: Fine, thank you. It’s a nice day for a walk, isn’t it?

A: Yes, isn’t it a great day? I thought I’d get some exercise. Would you like to join me?
B: Why, yes. I'd be glad to.



Exercise 2

o >
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: Hello!

: Hello!

: Are you from the north?

: Yes. I’m from Beijing. Where are you from?

: I’m from Hangzhou. May I have your name, please?
: Sure, I’m Li Hong.

: I’m Huang Lin. Nice to meet you, Miss Li.

Nice to meet you, too.

: Do you know the teacher of this course?

: Little. I only know that he is one of the best in his field and that’s why I choose

his class.

: Oh, there goes the bell. Let’s come in and get ready for the class.
: Let’s go.

II. A Dialogue

Tapescript

> W o> W

Colors

: Hello, Li Wei. Good to see you.

: Hello, David. How’s everything going?

: Pretty good. Oh, Li Wei, may I ask you something?
: Sure.

: You know I’ve been planning to write a book about color meanings around the world.

And I read that Chinese people give red envelopes to children and young adults
during the Spring Festival. What does that mean?

: Well, it’s actually money put inside red envelopes. Adults give them to children

as New Year’s gifts.

: Why red envelopes? Does red have a special meaning in China?

: Yes. In China red is associated with happiness and good luck. So people often use

it to express good wishes.

: That sounds like a good custom. And you also put on red couplets, is that true?

: Yes. And children will burn red firecrackers.
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A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:

I’m sure they are really excited at that timey., ‘

You bet. It’s one of the most exéitihg time for all children.

Do you use red on some other occasions? '

Well, it is also used for bridal gowns at the wedding ceremony.

Really? But I also see brides wearing white.

Traditionally, white is avoided at the Chinese wedding because it is the color of mourning.
Nowadays, this tradition is not strictly followed and young couples also wear white.

But a red costume is still necessary.

A: I see. Thank you.

B: You are welcome.

Key

Exercise 1

LF 2.T 3.F 4.ThH: 5%
Exercise 2

A: Hello, Cheng Fang, Nice to meet you.

[=c}

B: Hello, Brown. How’s everything going?

A: Fine. Oh, Cheng Fang, May I ask you something?
B:
A

: One of my Chinese friends has just got a baby. I want to go and visit him, but I don’t

Certainly.

know what to take for his baby.

: Oh, There is not a special custom. You may take whatever you like for the baby.

: Isn’t it necessary to buy something red? I’ve read that Chinese often use red on happy

occasions.

: That’s true. Traditionally, when a baby is one month old, there will usually be a

celebration. That day, the baby will be dressed in red. Her grandmother may make
a red pillow for her, and some red ribbons will be tied on the handle of the door.

: Is there a special meaning for that custom?

: Yes. It is considered that red can drive away the evil things and the baby will be blessed

with a happy life.

: Do Chinese people still follow that tradition?

: In some places, especially in the rural areas, the tradition is kept. But in large

cities the celebration is either simplified or takes on a different form.

: Then I want to buy the baby a blue outfit as a gift. Is that suitable?
: Yes. But why do you pick blue?



A: Because the baby is a boy. And in our country, blue is for boys and pink is for girls.
B: That’s an interesting tradition.

Part Three

[ . Passages
Passage One
Tapescript

When an elementary school was planning to repaint the walls of its hospital, I
suggested pale orange, or peach color. For sick children waiting in beds for their parents
to pick them up, unclean white walls are likely to increase their uneasiness. While the
peach color may remind them of their mothers’ skin and reduce their uneasiness.
Today, an increasing number of school children are absent themselves from school.
Even when these children go to school, they prefer staying in school hospitals rather than in
classrooms. I believe that changing the color of hospital walls can help these children
brighten their moods.

Orange can be recognized even in the dark, or from a distance. Therefore, it is
used for lifesaving equipment. Also, bright orange is often used for packages of health
drinks.

Orange represents life and encourages happy, joyful, social gatherings. It is a great
choice for dining rooms or family rooms. If you feel extremely tired, use orange, which

heals your mind and recovers your strength, just as vitamins do.

Questions

1. Why did the speaker suggest pale orange for the school hospital?
2. What is true about the school children today?

3. What purpose is orange often used for?

4. What is true about the influence of orange on people?




