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“HR e G B A BB T R S HARE 20 HEAATFR
TEREESHIEERY FWUXRNB-—ELAR", IELBEEEE
TNAREENREXEIE ZHE RIXENEE UESRET
WEERR IR HERAFEARNEELRARHA L X EBREDN
FERENESR., IEVFNIBLMNMEMNFINEHRIMBERESR,
FEAMNHRMEX . 2MHMERMDIA. HiME LHEHC.

XEMBRMNAEFENIIMNBFLRLE T 0 HLN\NN+ERRE
ARSDBEAERERE ABNRENEEBRERANBMER
BRAEER B EERELABEEEPRB TRENOE BT RIF
RS S E =R S E -

ATHX—RREHAKR BATHFRENB—EAB"#ET
TEV EE BETZHESAINTESEREREMEREBRNM
EH EEHY GRS EERRESBRTT FEARIE. BONR
B OITSHENHIHARERRURRATFEXAFLROERLE
B—"REERIMHER".

CREREERTABRRFE. RRUFIMNEENEFNRE.
BAEMT BIEWRE FOIRE EHE SRBIFEE HKRTHE
R.AKNRE EALEMER. KA.

CPREREXARE A BEEAME RABRAESHENIES—.
HELBZERIMNEENEE.



The Classics Bring a
Modern China to the World

A bication Note
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The Traditional Chinese Culture Classical Series originated from the
Chinese-English 100 Bilingual Series, the most popular one in the last two
decades of the 20th century in China. The series had so impressed
generations of English learners and admirers of Chinese culture that still
leaves a deep impression in readers’ mind. The books were their primary
reading materials of English language, resourceful teacher and intimate
friend, witnessing a perennial youth in pursuit of knowledge and success.

The series gradually came into being through the cooperation
between China Translation and Publication Corporation (CTPC) and Hong
Kong Commercial Press in 1980s and 1990s. The series was compiled
and translated together by a group of outstanding scholars and professors.

To bring the superb quality of the previous series into full play, CTPC
has put enormous effort in revising and reorganizing it, drawing from the
contributions by renowned translation scholars and experts in China. Their
critical assessment and compilation with regards to topics, original
selections, English translations, and overall layouts will surely stand to the
reader’s demand and create a new image of Chinese culture, that is, in
“The Traditional Chinese Cuilture Classical Series”.

The Traditional Chinese Culture Classical Series enjoys rich content
and realizes our reader-oriented principle. To these ends, we add modern
Chinese renditions, annotations, pronunciations, and highlighted classical
sentences while removing those obscure and tedious sections, in an
effort to make the series both popular and pragmatic.

Characteristic of holistic configuration and harmonious unity between
the fine format and the excellent content, the Traditional Chinese Culture
Classical Series will certainly be cherished by readers from both home and
abroad. )
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1. confucius’ Time

About 2500 years ago,in what was called the Spring

and Autumn Period (770-476 BC)®,China produced a great
thinker and teacher—Confucius (551-479 BC).

The Spring and Autumn Period was a time of great
political ,economic and social changes. The king of the East

Zhou Dynasty®

continued to reign over the country,but in
name only, for he had little real power. The strongest of
his vassals, like the dukes of the states of Qi, Jin,Qin,Chu,
Wu and Yue, enjoyed hegemony one after another, and
were more powerful and influential than the king. Wars
broke out from time to time between the states with the
result of many small states being annexed by the big ones.
Within the states power struggle,usurpation,assuming undue
titles or positions,and assassination were frequent.

In the economic field,agricultural production rose

markedly mainly because the use of iron tools had begun.

9
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The land system inherited from the West Zhou could hardly
be maintained as the serfs were interested only in working
their own private fields,and reluctant to till the “public
fields,” for which they got nothing. Gradually the feudal
lords who owned the land realized that they could get more
by dividing the public fields among the serfs in return for
taxes. This paved the way for the landlord-tenant
relationship. Along with the growth of agriculture,
handicrafts and commerce developed. In big cities emerged
rich merchants who were even capable of maintaining
contacts with ruling princes or dukes, and bringing
influence to bear upon them.

These political and economic changes were certain to
affect the thinking and attitudes of all people. The rulers of
the states, without exception, tried hard to make their
states rich and strong, while the common people, groaning
under the heavy burden of military service and taxation,
desired above all peace and survival. A new category of
people, the scholars, appeared. They came from various
backgrounds and had studied social and political problems
and all kinds of tactics. Some of them, employed by rulers
of states, gave their masters advice on how to deal with
difficult situations. A few went a step further to explore

the basic laws of nature and society, and engage in
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philosophical research. Of th$e the most outstanding were
Confucius and Laozi, who laid the foundations for the
Confucian and Taoist schools of thought. During the
Warring States Period (475-221 BC) that followed, there
were many more scholars interested in philosophical studies.
They brought about “the contention of a hundred schools of
thought” described in historical works.

2. Confucius’ Life

Kong Qiu, whose courtesy name was Zhongni, was
born in the state of Lu in the south of present-day
Shandong Province. Confucius was his Latinized name used
in the West ever since he was known abroad.

When Confucius was three years old, his father, a
warrior, died. He and his mother moved to Qufu, the
capital Of Lu. In his childhood he showed a great interest
in learning, and his mother, though hard up, did
everything possible to enable him to study.

Lu had a richer cultural heritage than many other
states. Shortly after the West Zhou was founded, Lu had
been given to the Duke of Zhou, whose name was Ji Dan,
as his fief. The duke had been one the main designers of
the institutions and regulations, including the rites, of the
West Zhou. During the Spring and Autumn Period, the

REFACE
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rites and other institutions of the West Zhou were rapidly
losing their influence, but it was said that they could be
seen in Lu. Growing up in this cultural environment, and
being an industrious learner, Confucius gradually became a
famous scholar.

“] was established at thirty” .4 &, Confucius said of
himself. Probably at that time he had studied the most
important  classics and formed his own Dbeliefs or
philosophy. Henceforth he took it as his mission to spread
his views and his main method was education. Upholding
the principle of giving education to everyone without
making any distinctions (;5.»), he accepted as his students all
those who came to learn from him. Thus he broke the
monopoly of education by the nobility before his time and
made education accessible to all men. This was an event
which was to have a far-reaching positive influence on the
development of Chinese culture. It has been estimated that
in his lifetime he taught all together about 3, 000 students,
72 of whom had outstanding achievements in various fields.

In view of his prestige, the rulers of Lu decided to
employ his service in the government, and appointed him
thé magistrate of a county, then the chief of public
security, and finally acting prime minister, responsible for

the work of the government.



