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The Expensive Fantasy of Lord Williams

ASCR—MFERGE, RET —MUHEEE (RBEET) WEHR, 88 CRMHRH
ZHKE, ITERACHBEEALK, BREARBARKEL,

Practice A-1 Understanding the title is very important for us to learn what we are
going to read. The title helps us have some idea about the whole text.
Read the text first and then choose the right choice in the following
questions. '

1. Which of the following can be concluded from the title?
A. Mr. Williams dreamed of becoming a noble.
B. Mr. Williams had a dream which was too expensive to come true.
C. Mr. Williams spent a large sum of money realizing his dream.
D. Mr. Williams paid a heavy price for living out what he had dreamed about.
2. What does the word “fantasy” in the title imply?
A. Mr. Williams was an imaginative person.
B. Mr. Williams was a totally impractical person.
- C. It was impossible for Mr. Williams to become a Lord.
D. Mr. Williams was likely to become a Lord.

Practice A-2 How does the author tell us his story? Arrange the following points
according to your understanding of the text.

1. 2, 3 4. S 6. 7. 8.

A. The police were greatly embarrassed when they discovered that the criminal was from their own
department.



B. Mr. Abdy paid about half a million pounds and got most of the properties.

C. Now, Mr. Williams felt regretful about what he had done.

D. Some villagers were doubtful about the identity of Mr. Williams.

E. Mr. Williams stole more than £ 8 million from a secret fund that only he was in charge of.

F. Mr. Williams alone brought the village back to life by investing a large amount of money in it.
G. Some villagers are still giving Mr. Williams their support.

H. Mr. Williams deceived everyone into believing that he got the money from a rich uncle.

Practice A-3 Decide the right choices in the following questions.

1. Which of the following is the villagers’ attitude towards Mr. Williams when he arrived in 19867
A. Some villagers were envious of his wealth,
B. Some villagers were suspicious of his intention.
C. Some villagers were doubtful about his identity.
D. Some villagers suspected him to be a thief.
2. According to the passage, why did Mr. Williams invest so much money in the village?
A. Because he wanted to earn more money by the investment.
B. Because the village fascinated him with its fantastic scenery.
C. Because he wanted to do a good deed for the villagers.
D. Because he wanted to become a Scottish noble.

3. Mr. Williams spent most of the stolen money

A. on the village B. buying noble titles
C. buying a large piece of land D. paying off his debts
4. According to Mr. Williams himself, his is the only motive that drives him to steal funds
from Scotland Yard.
A. ignorance B. sympathy C. poverty D. greed
5. This passage is taken from . ‘
A. a news report B. a critique C. arecord of an interview  D. a documentary
6. What’s the author’s attitude toward Mr. Williams?
A. Critical. B. Objective. ~ C. Sympathetic. D. Indifferent.

Practice A-4 Read the following statements. Are they true (T) or false (F) according to
the text? Correct the false statements.

1. Now the title “Lord Williams” has become a laughingstock.




2, Some villagers began to be suspicious of his wealth long ago.

3. Once lifeless, the village has revived since the arrival of Mr. Williams.

4. Mr. Williams was put in prison because he dreamed of becoming a S-(;ottish noble.

5. Mr. Williams stole money from Scotland Yard solely for the benefit of the small village.

6. Mr. Williams was the only one who was in charge of the secret fund.

7. Mr. Abdy paid all the money that Mr. Williams owed the London police and got most of
the properties.

8. Mr. Williams said he couldn’t give a good reason for what he had done.

In this news report, the author relates how Mr. Williams lived out his fantasy. On the one hand,
he spent part of the stolen money for his own benefit. On the other hand, he poured most of it into
the village. The author also quotes the comments of some villagers about Mr. Williams, from which

the readers can learn something about Mr. Williams.

Practice A-5 Supply the missing words and the corresponding paragraph numbers.

( Para). | How Mr. Williams lived out his fantasy? 3
- Heboughtan 1 _in England, a beautiful _ 2 _ in Spain,
. - Para.ll o . :
‘ ~and 3  atauctions. v
.| Heboughtmultiple 4 ,a_ 5 andtherun-down 6
Paras.12-13 | . o ' ;
o all of which are beautifully 7 . B
Para(s). | . Seme peopl,e”si’ic‘dminents
8 ~ Georgie McAllisiér*s‘commenté s
9 | Barber Donald Corr’s comments
< 10 | Mr. Abdy’s comments :




Practice A-6 Mmatch each part in the left column with its corresponding main point in
the right column. The first part has been done for you.

Ve ; ; .
e o Main Point )
P P;ra 1 o A e Wﬂhams stole more than £ 8 million, most of whichwas
et spent on the restoration of the vﬂlage ' .
2. Paras.2-5 | b.Some people’s attitude towards Mr. W“lhams
- Péras. 68 | c.Inan interview, Mr. Wﬂhams said he could glve no good rea-; .
e o son for what he had done. : e
. d. Mr. Williams, who arrived at the small vdlage in 1986 xmd
4. Paras.9-14 |  brought it back to life, mmed out to be a fake lord and ende&f{
i . up in prison.
R -vi
5 Paras 1od6 1 & After Mr. Williams was put into prison, the vﬂlagers have
L e different opinions about what he has done.
. 1,'7' | £ Mr. Williams” crime was discovered by thz pohce and th&y
o : will sell the properties at a great loss. ~ 4

R EGE . CEIFRNT FH LKA E M E, XEPHASEKNT
F, Xt EFEBGEN R, A X ) R A RIS R IR B, B,

1. What is the structure of the sentence?

2. What are the grammatical phenomena noteworthy in the sentence?

3. What are the difficult points in understanding the sentence?
BAELEFRATIXS AT M AE — R4+

1. (L. 1) Tomintoul, Scotland—On Saturday night at The Grouse’s Nest, they’re still willing to
raise a glass or two to “Lord Williams”, though now his title prompts laughter.
= On Saturday night at a public house called “The Grouse’s Nest”, villagers still like to drink a
toast to “Lord Williams” although this title sounds funny now and only causes them to laugh
because they know that he is not a “lord” at all.
AFRITF R R —F o SR AR B REE R, R EIRE TR AR R, AR
B BIER—TFTHERAERANMA, ERTSFEFRREANASE, .
TOKYO—Leaders of the Group of Seven (G-7) major industrialized nations wound up their
annual summit last Friday with more fruits than any observers had predicted but without produc-

ing any significant resolutions of global political and economic problems...

MOSCOW—Eighteen months after Russia launched its drive towards market economy, signs of

stabilization are beginning to overshadow the pointers to doom and gloom...



2. (L. 7) And there are others who say their suspicions were aroused over time, as the 55-year-old Mr.
Williams, who appeared on weekends turned out in fine suits, bought up property after property,
providing such a large injection of cash into the village that he single-handedly brought the com-
munity back to life.
= Besides, there are some other villagers who began to be suspicious of him as time passed by, be-

cause the 55-year-old Mr. Williams, who appeared on weekends dressed in fine suits, bought all
the property that was available one after another. He invested so much money in the village that
he revived the village all by himself.
XAJR— there be AJ &Y, others B4 F MW E£i&, S5ui—BtIF L #) There are those in
this beautiful village 7 # those Xf SI#2 3K , who say their suspicions... back to life & & & M 4],
845 others, 7Fi%5E & M) their suspicions... back to life = IENA], 1E say WEIE, &
L EIE M A] S as the 55-year-old Mr. Williams, ... back to life £ & EURE M A] , EXRIFE
M 4] 5 who appeared on weekends dressed in fine suits /2 3F PR & t£ & & M A] , & i the
55-year-old Mr. Williams, bought up &:tRiE M)+ #iiE31A, providing... back to life F 3K
A AEE RN ERRS , H P that he single-handedly brought the community back to life 2
ZAAEEPRERRIENG,

3. (L. 11) But no one could have possibly guessed the truth—that the man with endless money and a
friendly manner was not a lord at all but a government employee living out a fantasy that he was a
Scottish noble and paying for it by stealing funds from Scotland Yard.
= But none of the villagers could have guessed the truth that this wealthy and friendly man was

ot a lord at all but a police officer. He imagined that he was a Scottish noble and experienced
his dream by stealing money from the police headquarters in London.

XA 4789 4] £ no one could have possibly guessed the truth,, that the man with endless
money... from Scotland Yard & [ f7iF M 4], fE the truth BIREIfLIE, 7EZ M AT living out a
fantasy that he was a Scottish noble and paying for it by stealing funds from Scotland Yard 2 #§
AP FEE TR ERR . H b that he was a Scottish noble #& —Ff7iE M f], E
a fantasy IR fLiE o

4. (L. 14) About two weeks ago, a regretful Mr. Williams, who had worked for the London police
since 1959 and had risen to a £ 65,000 a year position as deputy director of finance, was brought
into court and sentenced to seven and a half years in prison.
= About two weeks ago, Mr. Williams, who felt regretful about what he had done, was sentenced

to seven and a half years in prison after the police brought a charge against him. Mr. Williams
had worked for the London police since 1959 and had been promoted to deputy director of
finance on a salary of £ 65,000 a year.
A £/ ER 4y R a regretful Mr. Williams was brought into court and sentenced to seven
and a half years in prison, 4" who had worked for the London police... as deputy director of
finance B5EHM A, B4 Mr. Williams,



5. (L. 32) Most of it came from a secret fund that had been placed under his sole authority and that was
supposed to be used to pay spies and conduct secret activities against the Irish Republican Army.
= Most of the £ 8 million came from a secret fund. He was the only one in charge of the fund, and

he was supposed to use it to pay spies and do something secretly against the Irish Republican
Army.
EXAMETH, ABEAEEMNE, B that had been placed under his sole authority 1 that
was supposed to be used to pay spies and conduct secret activities against the Irish Republican
Army, H[FEEHHETTIA a secret fund,

6. (L. 40) But most of all, he sunk his dishonest gains into this village that captured his heart with its
fine stone cottages, its central area of green grass, green rows of hedges, and its fantastic view of
rolling fields and pine forests disappearing into the distance like the men of an ancient army
marching over the horizon.
= But most important of all, he poured the stolen money into this village, because he was fascinated

with its fine stone cottages, its central area of green grass, green rows of hedges, and its wonder-
ful view of rolling fields and pine forests extending to the distance like the men of an ancient
army that was marching over the horizon.

75 ] ¥ 3 47 3 4 & he sunk his dishonest gains into this village, that captured his heart
with its fine stone cottages, ... over the horizon & %1% M4, &1 this village, 7E3X > 18E M
A1, #E4v i with J5 48 A4 35 #9417 58 1E /E with R, Bl . its fine stone cottages, its
central area of green grass, green rows of hedges F its fantastic view of rolling fields and... over
the horizon, 7E&JG— T & 1AEEH, rolling fields and pine forests disappearing into the dis-
tance 281 % 175515, 1E of ®EIE, rolling fields and pine forests &% 3 & WA EHNZHE £
& , marching over the horizon & BL7E 7317 iE1E £ 18, &1 the men of an ancient army,

7. (L. 46) And most of all, he bought the run-down Gordon Arms Hotel and totally restored it, trans-
forming it from a mess into a glorious first-class hotel with 30 handsomely furnished rooms,
wood-paneled stairs, false bookshelves with fake leather books and an outstanding restaurant.
= And most of all, he bought the old and broken Gordon Arms Hotel and brought it back to its orig-

inal condition. He made it into a beautiful first-class hotel with 30 beautifully furnished rooms,
wood-paneled stairs, false bookshelves with fake leather books and an excellent restaurant.

7417 transforming it... an outstanding restaurant /& BL7E 4 17 S B Rx RO, fFE

A ERIE . XA 4 EE P with J§ A 84 I 3 19 4 18] 4 1% 30 handsomely furnished

rooms. wood-paneled stairs, false bookshelves with fake leather books #l an outstanding restau-

rant 3£ [F# BRA 1R EE, B4 hotel,

8. (L. 60) Mr. Abdy, a 27-year-old businessman, acquired the bulk of the properties for about half a
million pounds, obtaining bank loans and striking deals with various people to pay only a part of
what they are owed by Mr. Williams.



= Mr. Abdy, a 27-year-old businessman, paid about half a million pounds and got most of the
properties after he got loans from bank and made deals with different kinds of people to pay
only a part of money that Mr. Williams owed them.
AP, AR Mr. Abdy acquired the bulk of the properties for about half a million
pounds, obtaining bank loans 1 striking deals with various people 24> BLTE 2R G iE, 7
A VEF HR1E . what they are owed by Mr. Williams & 2 iE M A1EA 17 of M EiE,

P ractice A-7 Put the following sentences into English.

L —SR R, AT A — EAE AR N U8 76 IR ARAS R A R

2. X ARV R T AR S B R T e A E R — B — A, M — A AN
FEEIEE A,

ILRAMAMARRAAHE, MRE—LBIFASR, MLEECRANEEEE, HEAHH
ZHEMARMRLEACKHER,

4. BB AL A 19599 FR A THRHEE, BEEUSFLBITE, £ 65,000 38,

5. ZMEEE R MBAMERE, AR EREM,

6. BMEEMR, MK AEWASGH T XEURTRFRARE-TS] T M,

7R T AFEARGHE - FIEIRTE, BHER —EEWE RN —REN,

8. Pt S B 5 &P AL S, LAKES 50 TREFHMAE LT T4 KIS E™,

Practice A-8 combine the following sentences in each group in different ways we

discussed above.

1. Abraham Lincoln was old enough to understand.
At that time his mother taught him to be dutiful and true.
She took great pains to do this.
2. She took him upon her lap.
She would tell him stories.
They were stories of brave and good men.

These men had lived beautiful lives and done noble deeds.



3. Often in the evenings she would read to the children by the glow of the firelight.
She would read from a wonderful book.
She kept the book with great care among her little treasures.
The children nestled at her feet on the warm hearth.
4. The boy heard much.
He could not understand much.
The sound of his mother’s voice pleased him.
He wished that he too could learn to read.
5. His mother taught him the letters of alphabet.
He learnt how to spell easy words.
He did it long before he could go to school.
It was a pleasant task for his mother.
It was a pleasant task for him, too.
6. Thomas Lincoln was his father.
The father could not read.
He did not even know the alphabet.
His wife taught it to him.
7. He could tell strange, true stories.
They were stories of real things.
He had seen or heard these things.
These things had happened to himself.
8. He liked to tell about hunting.
He liked to tell about wild animals.
He liked to tell about the brave pioneers.
The pioneers had settled in Kentucky.

At that time the land was covered with woods.

1. (L. 2) raise a glass to /raise one’s glass to: drink a toast to, express good wishes or
respect to FEMEMEABLE
— I'd like to raise a glass to the bride and groom. F& A8 &R [ B BE B R 48 .
— Champagne corks popped as the guests raised a glass to the happy couple. 7 A1k iX 3
A B — X AR, B A M ZEE A — P B T R

2. (L. 2) prompt laughter = cause people to laugh
I prompt: v. urge into action, cause 121, #3zh; 31, #HiE

— The recent worries over the president’s health have prompted speculation over his political



future. %ﬁxﬁié\ﬁﬁi%%?ﬂ‘ﬁﬁlﬁTXﬂiﬁﬁ(‘iﬁﬁﬁﬁB@ﬁWo
— The Times articles prompted him to call a meeting of the staff. (Bf{R) %7 b @) SCF AL fH
B FF 2k 5 T2,

notivate, activate

prompt R FH B IFEITEh A4, B 5 motivate HHLL, sRIARE, (HEMAAR L moti-
vate EX, FHPEENEASEE, MAEYERINFYNAFEE; FEH “(R
ARAR) BiAEE + AR EESREEE W

drive: 3Xzh, ¥z
ZiAMERE R R, AT THRE, BENOERME, BiHEEERRY
(B/RARRN) BB IFEREE,
— They use liquid hydrogen now to drive some of the rockets. it i1 88 7E F ¥ & S0k #E 3
B K H o
— He was driven to desperation by her constant complaints. it # fily A~ W7 i) 42 4% 38 15 3E £
T o
— A man driven by greed or envy loses his sense of justice. #7258l i S i A K 1E UK,

motivate: B ZHL, FEEHH,; B

i EN ., R, MBS KT NMBEDIL, FERRIERESEE, B
HEERFRARNFNLAEE, FEH “RIAEE+ AENEE" WK, ZHTH
I
— What motivated him to commit the murder? J& 12 J& P {i fth 5% A 592
— He was entirely motivated by his lust for power. th 5% 4= 52 £UF #k 22 fir 4K fik

activate: EFFIREIER; EFEDH
ZIAM E TR ASNRE W /ER . AR, 8 TSPl — B S 3 Y
WEKE, EiEEE RRA AR K4 EE,
— Tt can’t produce enough heat to activate the electrons. ‘& A~ fE ™ A5 & 5 () # I oL 775
ik,
— The crime was activated by her selfish motives. 1 #4958 58 4 H [ FAf) ShHLET SR fi

3. (L. 5) were never quite sure about Anthony Williams
= were doubtful about the identity of Anthony Williams

B> be sure about/of sb.: have confidence in sb. and trust sb. fF & A
— Henry has only been working for us for a short while, and we’re not really sure of him yet.
BEHARMTAETEREZA, FIURITEAEESMED,
— You can always be sure of Kay. #i5¢ 4 7] LIAH{R L,

4. (L. 7) their suspicions were aroused = they felt suspicious of him

I arouse: cause someone to have (a particular feeling) 51#&, W&, HE



— They are trying to arouse sympathy for their cause. flfi7iz /&l 5 [ & AT i 13 HLES R4
— The exhibition of poor sportsmanship aroused a sense of disgust and humiliation in all who

witnessed it. .45 FATVER, 80 A 765 0 AR R B ROE M 25 18

pt 44 “5IAR7 HER, 12 arouse A TGl R KA, &
BF #4435, @ prompt SRR EFRETHAL

5. (L. 8) turned out in fine suits = dressed in fine suits

¥ be turned out / turn someone or oneself out: be dressed in the manner specified;
dress someone or oneself in the manner specified T#, %%
— She always turned her children out well. fil & 0% F 14T #r 15 BB 525
— The family was turned out in its only finery. — % A 5 & i 1/ A MR AR .

6. (L. 8) bought up property after property
=bought all the property that was available over and again
P buy up: buy large amounts of sth., or all that is available £&#%XT, XK&EXi#
— He bought up the small farmers’ harvests at depressed prices. fitl LA 4 K & i g /e 3 &
YA 7 i o
— He bought up all the land in the surrounding area. {3 T T J& [l b [X () 43 4 Hb

7. (L. 9) providing such a large injection of cash into the village

= putting so much money into the village

P injection: the act of providing more money or resources A\, 3|\
— The solution proposed is the injection of public funds. #& i /) ff I B A LN E
— There is an increasing injection into the labor force of women. A # K 8 2 i) i4 % hn A 55
BKRE,
— A cash injection of £ 10 million will be used to improve one of Britain’s most squalid housing

estates. 1,000 J7 365 (1 B £ 4 B8 A IR 8 38 1 — N IR A B9 J R B JE A 3R B

8. (L. 9) single-handedly brought the community back to life
= made the village lively again all by himself
= single-handedly: done by one person without help from others 8 3hith, Jhsrith, FTBhith
— Sir Francis Chichester was a sailor who sailed single-handedly round the world in 1966-1967.

SEEHTE T - A VIR B L R T 1966 4E X 1967 4F Hupl A g A Ui e A A9 e 5K,
— Her job of caring for seven children single-handedly left her exhausted. — A #k 7 N1

) TAE 715 b i % 11 R,
> single-: only one B4Ry, B2—K)
single-eyed 7t i} (1) single-hearted Eif 1), EOH

single-minded —0>— &

10



B> bring... to life: make... active, lively, or interesting {45, &%
— Soon, with the return of the peasants and fishermen, the village was brought to life again.
A, BEE AR B R EOR A B TR T A 4L,
— His lectures on the subject really brought it to life. fth % 3248 3X N8 H G T .

9. (L. 12) living out a fantasy = experiencing his dream

I live out: do in reality what one has thought or dreamed about 38, &k HT
— She began to live out her star fantasy after her graduation from college. K 2% Y\l J5 #h JF th
LR RS,
— Your wedding day is the one time that you can live out your most romantic fantasies. %% i H

Fe— AT LA SE B A R 18 A B AR A B 5%

> fantasy: n. a pleasant situation that one enjoys thinking about, but which is unlikely to
happen 1%, &%, E&%k
— He is always having fantasies about becoming rich and famous. fttl # J& #1 % & W i 4%
L1148,
— She retreated into a world of fantasy where she could be anything she wanted. #ifl i} #¥ %] —
ML R, e A B A 28T LA A A

fantasy #8244, ZEEMRBEHOAR; BREROFYRFIH, SAXE,; 5 fancy
M, HEIREGZ B,

fancy: & 71, 18, BFHKMNER
FKIABRIERR NS, ERAE NP, 5 E R AR 7 4R A el 5 B A
ZKEIT, MAL, XA E AT L RYE 3R AR 2
— It’s difficult to separate fact from fancy. B X H|H LML IHAES F
— The playwright’s comic fancy leads her to invent outrageous situation. A {3 & 1F % ) &

R 1 ot A FE AR A B 1

imagination: 8%, 8% H
HSEEAANEMEL, RS X&), ERARRNESN, AEHEROKA
RESHIARATRE,
— He thought he was being followed, but it was all in his imagination. fh i\ H C. IE 7 #%
ANBRER, EXEL2EMNANMBERNE,
— Reading develops a child’s imagination at an early age. [% i3 B8 % 15 3% JL # 5 10 () 48
27,

10. (L. 16) had risen to a £ 65,000 a year position
= had reached a higher position on a salary of £ 65,000 a year

11



> rise to: reach a higher position in society or one’s profession {7 &
— He has risen to the top of his profession. ftt 2 F 2| A — 17 BZ X H I HAL,

11. (L. 17) bring... into court: make a charge against sb. ¥ ¥ A2 HiFi2
— He was brought into court for not paying the bill on time. i B > #E B 47 i i 3% B #5452

12. (L. 17) was sentenced to seven and a half years in prison

= was given a punishment of seven and a half years in prison

I sentence: v. declare the punishment decided for an offender E ¥, ¥R
— He was sentenced to life imprisonment for kidnapping. fibs 5 45 32 # 3 TTHATE N
— The judge sentenced John to three years at hard labor. BB ¥4t A8 =F 54,

J» sentence: n. a punishment given by a judge in court to a person or organization after
they have been found guilty of doing sth. wrong E 3, ¥
— He had been found guilty but sentence had not yet been passed/given. B g ¥ EH F, H
AR EH
— He served a life sentence for murder. fth 5% A JE AR T HAGE
— He was under sentence of death. fli g3 7 5/,

13. (L. 19) poured nearly £ 5 million of the stolen money into the village

= invested nearly £ 5 million money in the village

P pour... into: donate sth,, especiaily money to (a particular enterprise or project) in large
amounts X iR 6t
— The government has been pouring money into inefficient state-owned industries and the country
can no longer afford it. BUF S BEHEASLEAKXRER S, BRERZEAT T,
— He poured money into the firm. fllii K E& M AL F],

14. (L. 21) fall on/upon dark days: have a difficult time & SEE#E, &3, WERE
— The scheme is designed to help children whose parents have fallen on dark days. XA R
B 7 75 Bh AR e AL 5 B IR BT AT

> fall on/upon: suffer, experience H3%, Eik
— fall on evil days #ENX|
— fall on hard/poor times i# 3 YR ¥k /5% 55 it {it

15. (L. 22) are sticking by him = continue to give him support

I stick by: continue to support or be loyal to someone, typically during difficult times &
F, e B, X#F
— Ilove him and whatever happens I’ Il stick by him. #Zft, AEREMNLF, RIBXEL T,
— She has stuck by him through thick and thin. 74T {1 5t T #F 3 # Al .

12



