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Unit One
News

Passage 1
China’ s Joining WTO and Globalization

Doug Ohlemeier

China’s Joining WTO Means More Global Trade

Produce industry leaders are applauding the World Trade Organization’s agreement to add
China to its membership.

“I see it as increasing trade and increasing competition,” said Nancy Tucker, Vice President
of International Affairs for the Produce Marketing Association, Newark, Del.

“As tariffs come down, slowly it will make the price of our products more competitive,”
Tucker said. “It’s a big market we will have.”

More Competition

However, the news will also make for a more competitive international marketplace.

Tucker said the nearby major producing countries of New Zealand and Australia will also be
eyeballing the China market.

Frank Tarrant, director of the USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service horticultural and tropi-
cal products division, said the accession will be a boost for many U.S. fruits and vegetables.
Meaningful bpportunities

“It’s a great development for the U.S.,” he said. “Horticultural exports will get additional
market access opportunities we have never had before. These reductions are real and meaning-
ful.”

Industry representatives say they expect a lot of produce will continue to be shipped through
Hong Kong, which has conducted a lot of trans-shipments into China’s mainland.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman expressed agreement with the
accession talks.

End to Import Bans )
“For American farmers and ranchers, China’s en- tanff f *ﬁ‘
> horticultural [,ho:ti'kaltforal] adj. B % #
try into the rules-based WTO trading system means sig- rancher ['rentfo] n. (% )& 3 %




nificantly increased access to the world’s most populous market,” she said. “China has commit-
ted to specific market-opening measures that will benefit U.S. products, including reduced tariffs
and an end to import bans.”

When fully implemented, Veneman said China’s commitments could add $2 billion a year
to U.S. agricultural exports. China has also agreed to eliminate agricultural export subsidies.

“This paves the way for the text of the agreement to be adopted formally at the WTO Minis-
terial Conference,” Veneman said.

Conference Workshops
“China’s accession into the WTO has been a popular topic at PMA International Trade Con-

ferences,” Tucker said. The organization has held workshops on trade with China for three of the
past four years.

A workshop on China in international trade is scheduled for the organization’s 2001 Interna-
tional Convention and Exposition, scheduled for Philadelphia, on Oct. 27.

PMA will conduct a research study next year in China to provide a snapshot of the country’s
retail business. The study will examine topics such as what produce retailers are selling and how
they receive their produce.

The organization said it plans to release the results in time for its 2002 International Conven-
tion and Exposition, which will be held in New Orleans.

Globalization: Now More Than Ever

On Sept. 11, an unseen enemy launched an attack on economic, military and governmental
landmarks of the United States.

Beyond the tremendous loss of innocent lives and physical property, the attack was clearly
aimed at the ideals of America—our values and the economic system that has made the U.S.
economy the envy of the world.

Those responsible for these acts portray the United States as the embodiment of all that is
evil with globalization and the worldwide economy it has spawned. They use the failures of globa-
lization as an excuse to exploit their millions of constituents in the underdeveloped world.

Sometime soon, the U.S. military will strike back against those who it is determined have
committed these acts. A military response is appropriate—some would say overdue. But even if
the military objective is achieved, that alone will not get to the heart of the matter.

It is crucial that the U.S. economy return to full speed ahead and continue to be the driving
force behind expansion of the global economy.

Globalization, or at least the present phase of it, generally is viewed as having started with
the end of the Cold War in 1989. And for all

its shortcomings, the free flow of goods, ser- exposition [ ekspa'zifon] n. # .4, & K2
vices, capital and labor across the borders of embodiment [im'bodimant] n. 4 ., A4k 4L
the world’s trading nations—the process that spawn [spoin] vz. 314, & 5%,

has come to be called globalization—still of- constituent [kon'stitjuont] . & K., &3 A
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fers the best chance to fulfill the dreams of so many of the world’s poor.
To be sure, globalization has brought with it some of the most dramatic changes of the

post-World War Il period. As Cold War political boundaries have faded, cultural differences once
again are allowed to become vehicles for division and violence.

Globalization’s opponents repeatedly have expressed their opposition to what they see as a
movement that pays too little attention to the issues of the environment, the depletion of resources
and the growing gap between rich and poor. There is no doubt that their grievances are valid.

But globalization also has made progress in opening world markets to a growing number of
lesser-developed economies. It has called the world’s attention to the special problems of poverty
among women, to issues of child labor and to the scandalous lack of even the most basic medical
services throughout the lesser-developed world.

Globalization also has helped open the world’s borders, permitting the greatest flow of hu-
man migration the world has ever known. Because of global trade agreements, there is more op-
portunity today for the poor of one country to find work and a better life through immigration.
And many immigrants have risked their lives to get into the United States and other developed
countries where they now contribute to—and participate in—the global economy.

Anti-globalization demonstrators in Seattle, Washington D.C., London and Genoa attempted
to slow down the process of globalization. And now terrorists have tried to kill it.

The U.S. business community cannot let this happen. Tomorrow and every day thereafter, we
should continue to provide the momentum to help fulfill the promise of globalization.

The basis of that promise is the participation in an economy that gives all people of the world
something to gain. Only then will we start to get to the heart of the matter.

The United States cannot abandon this dream. We are the right country at the right time in
history to provide the leadership for this mission. Rather than retreat, the forces of globalization
should be moved along at a more rapid pace so as to pull into the process more economies in the
lesser-developed world.

At present, the United States makes up about 8 percent of the world population but consumes
almost 70 percent of the world s resources. In view of the fact that more than half of the world’ s
population lives on less than $3 a day—and half of those people live on $1 a day—it is not diffi-
cult to understand how the rest of the world could view us negatively.

The United States will have to show other nations and other peoples that it can be sensitive
to the hopes and fears of the rest of the world. On Sept. 15, the New York Times suggested that
during the crises in New York City that corporate executives should have a higher profile in
demonstrating leadership and concern for their employees.

I agree. Now it is the time for U.S. corporate leaders to take a higher profile in the devel-
. - e opment of the world economy, demonstrating our

grievance ['grirvons) n. £ 5, £, R ¢ concerns for our neighbors and showing that we, not
srcar"“df'?f’ﬂsﬁ["‘“"“*“d91°s] adj. # A | the terrorists, are the ones to look to for a better fu-




ture.
Since the attacks, many have said that the world would never be the same again. That may be

true.
But I still believe that the United States has a special mission on this globe at this time in his-
tory. Part of that mission is to lead the world to the fulfillment of a common dream of peace and

prosperity for all.
As the U.S. business community recovers from this tragedy, [ hope it also rises to the same

challenge.

Exereises

Reading Comprehension =

True or False
Directions: In the blank provided, indicate whether each statement is true or false according to

the passage you have just read. Write “T” for true and “F” for false.

_ 1. Under the terms of the trade deal of WTO, American companies in every sector will
have a better chance of achieving breakthroughs in the Chinese market than ever before.

2. China’s joining WTO will increase its exports and reduce its unemployment.

_ 3. Increased trade means a higher standard of living, improved social stability for China.

4. Capital, rather than people and preservation of the environment, should be the primary
objective of any expansion of global trade.

5. Labor and social unrest will grow as foreign competition forces unprofitable state-owned
factories to shut down. Therefore, social stability will not improve after China’s joining
WTO.

6. China’s commitment gives the U.S. agricultural products much more access to the Chi-
nese market, millions of Chinese farmers will be pushed into the cities, adding to the
social problems.

7. If we want to speed up the process of globalization, it is unnecessary for us to pay more
attention to the issues of environment, the depletion of resources and the growing gap
between rich and poor.

8. “9-11" air attack was clearly aimed at the ideals of America, their values and their eco-
nomic system. Hence, what we have to do is to find a way of embedding the global mar-

ket into a network of shared values.

Critical Reading

Directions: You are required to think critically about your reading material and answer the follow-
ing questions. Use what you have read to generate and think about ideas beyond the article. Re-
member that a critical attitude means that you will not react and argue for the sake of arguing but
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that you will reserve judgement and make a decision only when you have done some more think-

ing.

1. Explain why produce industry leaders are applauding the World Trade Organization’s agree-
ment to add China to its membership.

2. What is WTO? What does China’s membership in WTO bring us?

3. The author in New York Times said that “corporate executives should have a higher profile in
demonstrating leadership and concern for their employees.” What does it imply?

4. Do you think we need a global market with a human face rather than a market driven only by
calculations of a short-term profit? Why?

5. In the article, the author mentions that “9-11 Event” was an attack aiming at “the ideals of
America”, and “terrorists have tried to kill globalization.” Do you agree? What can we do
now? Can we find a way out? If so, explain your plan supporting your idea with solid reason-

ing. If not, explain why not.

Vocabulary from Context s
Directions: For each item in this exercise, a sentence from the article above containing a new word
(underlined) is quoted first. Next, there is an additional sentence using the word in the same sense
and providing another context clue. So, the definition you give should make sense in both sen-
tences.
Model:  “The barbaric acts of terrorists in New York and Washington were indeed a tragedy of
worldwide scale.”
The barbaric treatment of animals has no place in any decent society.
Barbaric means .
1. “The nearby major producing industries of New Zealand and Australia will also be eyeballing
the China market.”
The two opponents eyeballed each other.
Eyeball means
2. “Frank Tarrant, ...said the accession will be a boost for many U.S. fruit and vegetables.”

It wants the government to take action to boost economy.
Boost means i .
3. “When fully implemented, Veneman said China’s commitments could add 2 billion a year to

U.S. agricultural exports.”

Implement means

4. “China has also agreed to eliminate agricultural export subsidies.”
Air services are not yet sound enough economically to operate without government subsidies.
Subsidies means




. “The organization has held workshops on trade with China for three of the past four years.”
The Jamaica Festival is planning a series of workshops and business seminars.

Workshop means .
. “Those responsible for these acts portray the United States as the embodiment of all that is

evil with globalization and the worldwide economy it has spawned.”

To portray the beautiful scene in words is impossible.

Portray means
. “A military response is appropriate—some would say overdue.”

The debate is long overdue.
Overdue means o
. “As Cold War political boundaries have faded, cultural differences once again are allowed to

become vehicles for division and violence.”
Although the leaders withstood the challenge, divisions grew.

Division means

9. “There is no doubt that their grievances are valid.”

10.

They put forward many valid reasons for not exporting.

Valid means
“Tomorrow and everyday thereafter, we should continue to provide the momentum to help

fulfill the promise of globalization.”
This national struggle is gaining momentum everyday.

Momentum means

Respond in Writing =

Di

rections: (group work) Discuss your answers with each other and have one member of the group

record the answers. A member of the group may be asked to share the group’s answers with the
class. After your discussion, write a composition on the topic listed below and you can base it on

the result of your discussion.

1.

2.
3.

Brainstorm the advantages of China’s membership in WTO, and compare them with those in
the reading material.
List possible reasons for Anti-globalization.

Write a summary of the article in no more than 150 words.
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Passage 2
China’s Olympics ()
Michael Collins

Later on the evening of Friday 13 July, 2001, in Beijing, a long, deep-throated roar greeted
with tumultuous joy the announcement from Moscow that the Chinese capital had won the vote to
host the 2008 Olympic Games. Instantly the sky was ablazed with the colours of an exuberant
firework display and, soon after, top leaders headed by President Jiang Zemin and Premier Zhu
Rongji, acknowledged the enthusiastic acclamation of an ecstatically joyful crowd gathered in
front of the Millennium Monument. Soon Tiananmen Square was alive with a heaving,
flag-waving throng, embracing each other, unfurling streamers, singing patriotic songs and
dancing in delight.

Why does this victory mean so much to China, and what does it mean for the future, once the
tumult and the shouting die and the seven years of preparation in earnest begin? Clearly it fuels an
enormous boost in prestige for the country, gives a further stimulus to its strongly growing
economy and plants the seal on its policies of reform and opening up. These, first begun in 1978,
have been pursued with growing strength and growing confidence since 1992, when China, under
the capable leadership of Deng Xiaoping, defined itself as a socialist society intent on creating a
social market economy with Chinese characteristics. But even more than these immediate effects,
the coming of the Olympic Games to Beijing realizes a goal which for more than a century
Chinese people have increasingly yearned for; recognition, respect and acceptance as an equal by
the rest of the world. Along with the country’s accession to the World Trade Organization, the
victory of Beijing’s Olympic bid is taken as confirmation that the policy of reform and opening
up is the key to future security and success. Yet China’s commitment to the Olympics is
motivated not only by these important though incidental benefits but also by the long-standing and
increasingly important role of sport in Chinese culture. Ancient relics that have been unearthed
show that the Chinese have been practicing physical exercise for thousands of years and have for
many centuries treated physical exercise as a part of recreation, entertainment and keeping-fit
activities. As far back as the Western Zhou Dynasty(1066 B.C.—771 B.C.), archery and lifting

exuberant [ ig'zjusboront | adj. ¥R 4 .+ % of bronze tripods were practised in forms that
o, ERE today would be accepted as sports. Part of a
acclamation [,aklo'meifon] n. % ¢, %%, | 3,000-year-old carving at a cliff in Chuang Yuan,
(A BEFRTG)AYP AR Yunnan province, depicts running and pyramid

ecstatically [cks'tetikli] adv. ik & 123 acrobatics. Chariot-driving, wrestling, martial




arts, games on ice, polo and football are all among the sports known in China from early times.

Today over 300 million people in China take part in some form of sport, and an ever-
widening range of sports are followed avidly. The emblem of the Beijing Olympics, resembling a
five-pointed star in the colours of the Olympic rings, represents a person doing traditional
shadow-boxing (tai chi). Embodying smoothness, harmony, vitality and mobility, the emblem
represents the essence of the country’s traditional sports culture.

China was first officially represented at the Olympics in Amsterdam in 1928 and entered its
first athletes in Los Angeles in 1932. Chinese competitors faced a bitter struggle for many years
because of lack of equipment and training facilities and it was not until 1984 that the pistol
shooter Xu Haifeng won China’s first gold medal, which was presented by Juan Antonio
Samaranch himself. China won 15 golds at those Games, 16 at Barcelona in 1992 and 16 again at
Atlanta in 1996. At the Sydney Olympics in 2000, Chinese athletes thrilled their country and
deeply impressed the world by taking fourth place in the medals table with 28 golds; and they are
making their mark in this year’s Winter Olympics.

Not least among the reasons for the city’s successful bid, therefore, is the frank acknowl-
edgement of its shortcomings by national and municipal leaders and the ample evidence they have
already given for their determination and capacity to overcome them.

On Sept. 9, 2000, President Jiang Zemin wrote to Juan Antonio Samaranch: “My colleagues
and I fully support Beijing’s Olympic bid.” China plans to create over seven years a venue which
will exceed the world’s highest expectations and have the potential to give the best Games ever.
Mayor Liu Qi has promised a world class transport system, leading-edge technology and a beauti-
ful clean environment. Given the constraints on capital, human resources, organizational capacity,
infrastructure and learning ability which are to be expected in a still developing economy, that
will be a stupendous achievement, especially in the light of the tremendous success of the Sydney
Olympics.

As far back as 1990 Beijing successfully hosted its first comprehensive international sports
event, the 11th Asian Games, and was narrowly unsuccessful in its bid for the 2000 Olympics in
1993. On 20 February, 2001, IOC technical representatives made a five-day inspection visit as the
basis for a final report to the IOC. They professed themselves highly satisfied and much impressed
both with the city’s plans and resources and with the progress already made. Their report, pub-
lished the following month, declared Beijing fully qualified to host the Games and added the
highly significant comment that Beijing’s bid offered “unique advantages.” In autumn 2001 the
city delighted Olympic officials, including the new IOC President Jacques Rogge, with the univer-
sally high standards achieved in its hosting of

the Universiade (the World Student Games). mwa:,rid;[;;vidlri’] advi"&u:%

There remains, of course, a long agenda of work emblem ['emblom] n. 4 & ; & %

to be addressed and much still to be learnt. But embody [im'bodi] vr. # 3. ;4% B4kt

as Mayor Liu Qi has put it: “We regard the bid stupendous [stju:'pendas] adj. 1 A 49, E X #
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