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Tips for the teacher

1. The purpose of Exercise 1 is to arouse students’ interest in education and teaching by learning
some sayings about education and to make them talk with each other. First, ask the students to
work in pairs or small groups to tell each other whether they agree or disagree with the sayings.
The students should be told that if they agree, they have to provide examples. Second, choose
some of the sayings and ask the class if they agree or not. If someone says “Yes,” ask him or her
to give examples to the class.

2. The purpose of Exercise 2 is to check students’ ideas about what a good teacher should be. First,
ask the students to work individually. Second, ask them to compare their answers with their
partners, and to explain their answers to each other. Lastly, ask the class to find out what most
students think is the most important quality and the least important quality. Ask the class to
justify their choices.

Background Information

1. Overview of education in the United States: Education in the United States is provided mainly
by the government, with control and funding coming from three levels: federal, state, and local.
At the primary and secondary school levels, curricula, funding, teaching, and other policies are
set through locally elected school boards with jurisdiction over school districts. School districts
can be (but are not always) coextensive with counties or municipalities. Educational standards
and standardized testing decisions are usually made by the states through acts of the state
legislature and governor, and decisions of the state departments of education.

Children are required to attend school until the age of 16-18 depending on the state. Many
more states now require children to attend school until the age 8f 18. Students may attend
public, private, or home schools. In most public and private schools, education is divided into
three levels: elementary school, middle school, and high school. Grade levels in each vary from
area to area.

Of those enrolled in compulsory education, 5.2 million (10.4 percent) were attending private
schools. Among the country’s adult population, over 85 percent have completed high school and
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27 percent have received a bachelor’s degree or higher. The average salary for college graduates is
$45,400, exceeding the national average by more than $10,000, according to a 2002 study by the
U.S. Census Bureau.

However, the country has a low literacy rate as compared to other developed countries, with
a reading literacy rate at 86-98% of the population over age 15, while ranking below average in
science and mathematics understanding. The poor performance has pushed public and private
efforts such as the No Child Left Behind Act. In addition, the ratio of college-educated adults
entering the workforce to general population (33%) is slightly below the mean of other developed
countries (35%) and rate of participation of the labor force in continuing education is high.

. Overview of college and university: Post-secondary education in the United States is known

as college or university and commonly consists of four years of study at an institution of higher
learning. Like high school, the four undergraduate grades are commonly called freshman,
sophomore, junior, and senior years (alternately called first year, second year, etc.). Students
traditionally apply to receive admission into college, with varying difficulties of entrance.
Schools differ in their competitiveness and reputation; generally, the most prestigious schools are
private, rather than public. Admissions criteria involve the course rigor and grades earned in high
school courses taken, the students GPA, class ranking, and standardized test scores (such as the
SAT or the ACT tests). Most colleges also consider more subjective factors such as a committal
to extracurricular activities, a personal essay, and an interview. While numerical factors hardly
ever have absolute, required levels, each college usually has a rough threshold below which
admission is unlikely.

Once admitted, students engage in undergraduate study, which consists of satisfying
university and class requirements to achieve a bachelor’s degree in a field of concentration
known as a major. (Some students enroll in double majors or “minor” in another field of study.)
The most common method consists of four years of study leading to a Bachelor of Arts (B.A), a
Bachelor of Science (B.S.), or sometimes (but rarely) another bachelor’s degree such as Bachelor
of Fine Arts (B.F.A.), Bachelor of Engineering (B.Eng.), or Bachelor of Philosophy (B.Phil.). Five-
Year Professional Architecture programs offer the Bachelor of Architecture Degree (B.Arch.).

Unlike in the British model, degrees in law and medicine are not offered at the
undergraduate level and are completed as graduate study after earning a bachelor’s degree.
Neither field specifies or prefers any undergraduate major, though medicine has a set of
prerequisite courses that must be taken before enrollment.

Some students choose to attend a community college for two years prior to further study
at another college or university. In most states, community colleges are operated either by a
division of the state university or by local special districts subject to guidance from a state
agency. Community colleges may award Associate of Arts (AA) or Associate of Science (AS)
degree after two years. Those seeking to continue their education may transfer to a four-year
college or university (after applying through a similar admissions process as those applying
directly to the four-year institution, see articulation). Some community colleges have automatic
enrollment agreements with a local four-year college, where the community college provides the
first two years of study and the university provides the remaining years of study, sometimes all
on one campus. The community college awards the associate’s degree, and the university awards
the bachelor’s and master’s degrees.

Graduate study, conducted after obtaining an initial degree and sometimes after several
years of professional work, leads to a more advanced degree such as a master’s degree, which
could be a Master of Arts (MA), Master of Science (MS}), Master of Business Administration (MBA},
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or other less common master’s degrees such as Master of Education (MEd), and Master of Fine
Arts (MFA). After additional years of study and sometimes in conjunction with the completion
of a master’s degree, students may earn a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD.) or other doctoral degree,
such as Doctor of Arts, Doctor of Education, Doctor of Theology, Doctor of Medicine, Doctor
of Pharmacy, Doctor of Physical Therapy, or Doctor of Jurisprudence. Some programs, such as
medicine, have formal apprenticeship procedures post-graduation like residency and internship
which must be completed after graduation and before one is considered to be fully trained. Other
professional programs like law and business have no formal apprenticeship requirements after
graduation (although law school graduates must take the bar exam in order to legally practice law
in nearly all states).

Entrance into graduate programs usually depends upon a student’s undergraduate academic
performance’or professional experience as well as their score on a standardized entrance exam
like the GRE (graduate schools in general), the LSAT (law), the GMAT (business), or the MCAT
(medicine). Many graduate and law schools do not require experience after earning a bachelor’s
degree to enter their programs; however, business school candidates are usually required to gain
a few years of professional work experience before applying. Only 8.9 percent of students ever
receive postgraduate degrees, and most, after obtaining their bachelor’s degree, proceed directly
into the workforce.

. Cost of attending a college: The vast majority of students (up to 70 percent) lack the financial
resources to pay tuition and must rely on student loans and scholarships from their university,
the federal government, or a private lender. All but a few charity institutions charge all students
tuition, although scholarships (both merit-based and need-based) are widely available. Generally,
private universities charge much higher tuition than their public counterparts, which rely on
state funds to make up the difference. Because each state supports its own university system with
state taxes, most public universities charge much higher rates for out-of-state students. Private
universities are generally considered to be of higher quality than public universities, although
there are many exceptions.

Annual undergraduate tuition varies widely from state to state, and many additional fees
apply. A typical year’s tuition at a public university (for residents of the state) is about $5,000.
Tuition for public school students from outside the state is generally comparable to private
school prices, although students can generally get state residency after their first year. Private
schools are typically much higher, although prices vary widely from “no-frills” private schools to
highly specialized technical institutes. Depending upon the type of school and program, annual
graduate program tuition can vary from $15,000 to as high as $40,000. Note that these prices do
not include living expenses (rent, room/board, etc.) or additional fees that schools add on such as
“activities fees” or health insurance. These fees, especially room and board, can range from $6,000
to $12,000 per academic year (assuming a single student without children).

College costs are rising at the same time that state appropriations for aid are shrinking. This
has led to debate over funding at both the state and local levels. From 2002 to 2004 alone, tuition
rates at public schools increased by just over 14 percent, largely due to dwindling state funding.
A more moderate increase of 6 percent occurred over the same period for private schools.

. Different kinds of college and university: American college and university faculty, staff,
alumni, students, and applicants monitor rankings produced by magazines such as U.S. News
and World Report, Academic Ranking of World Universities, test preparation services such as The
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Princeton Review or another university itself such as the Top American Research Universities by
University of Florida. These rankings are based on factors like brand recognition, selectivity in
admissions, generosity of alumni donors, and volume of faculty research.

In terms of brand recognition, the United States’ most well-known university is Harvard.
Seemingly, Harvard alumni often gain prominence in American business, education, and society;
for this reason, it has become entrenched in popular mind as America’s ‘top’ school. Various
Hollywood movies depict Harvard as the ultimate example of the academic “ivory tower,” (e.g.,
Legally Blonde, Soul Man, The Paper Chase, etc.)

In the popular mind, approximately twenty-five institutions compose the “top tier” of
American higher learning. Most would cite the eight universities that compose the Ivy League
and a small number of elite, private research universities (e.g., Caltech, the University of
Chicago, Duke, Johns Hopkins, MIT, Northwestern, Stanford, etc.) A small percentage of students
who apply to these schools gain admission. Many Americans would also cite the “Little Ivies,”
a handful of elite liberal arts college known for their high-quality instruction. These include
Ambherst, Williams, Wesleyan, Swarthmore, etc. Others would cite all-female institutions such as
Wellesley and Smith, former members of the “Seven Sisters.”

This “ladder” is not absolute, however. Top public universities (sometimes referred to as
“Public Ivies”), such as the University of California, Berkeley, the University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor, and the University of Virginia actually perform better than various private universities in
many measurements of graduate education and research quality. Among engineering schools, Ivy
League universities are outranked by multiple public and other private universities.

Each state in the United States maintains its own public university system, which is
always nonprofit. The State University of New York and the California State University are the
largest public higher education systems in the United States; SUNY is the largest system that
includes community colleges, while CSU is the largest without. Most areas also have private
institutions which may be for-profit or nonprofit. Unlike many other nations, there are no
public universities at the national level outside of the military service academies. A few states
(like California and Minnesota) have two separate state university systems. The faculty of the
more prestigious system are expected to conduct advanced cutting-edge research in addition to
teaching (e.g., University of California and University of Minnesota}, while the less prestigious
is focused on quality of teaching and producing the next generation of teachers (e.g., California
State University). The second-tier university systems are often the descendants of 19th-century
normal schools. Note that Texas has six separate state university systems, the University of Texas
System, the Texas Tech University System, the Texas A&M University System, the University of
Houston System, the University of North Texas System, and the Texas State University System.

Prospective students applying to attend one of the five military academies require,
with limited exceptions, nomination by a member of Congress. Like acceptance to “top tier”
universities, competition for these limited nominations is intense and must be accompanied by
superior scholastic achievement and evidence of “leadership potential”.

Low status institutions include community colleges. These are primarily two-year public
institutions, which individual states usually require to accept all local residents who seek
admission, and offer associate’s degrees or vocational certificate programs. Many community
colleges have relationships with four-year state universities and colleges, {or even private
universities, e.g. Suffolk University,) that enable their students to transfer relatively smoothly to
these universities.

Regardless of perceived prestige, many institutions feature (at least one) distinguished
academic department, and most Americans attend one of the 2,400 four-year colleges and
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universities, or over 1,700 two-year colleges not included among the twenty-five or so ‘top-
tier’ institutions. For this reason (among others), America’s higher education status ladder
remains highly controversial, and certainly not beyond reproach. For example, prestigious
Reed College famously refuses to participate in institutional rankings, insisting that one
cannot quantify the qualitative. Similarly, Bard College president Leon Botstein said of U.S.
News’ annual rankings: “it is the most successful journalistic scam I have seen in my entire
adult lifetime — corrupt, intellectually bankrupt and revolting.”

Notes

1. When he returned, the professor nodded vaguely and, to Fowkes’s astonishment, began to
deliver not the next lecture in the sequence but the one after. (Pura. 2): When Fowkes came
back to class after being ill, the professor nodded vaguely and, surprisingly, instead of giving the
lecture Fowkes had missed, gave the next one in the sequence.

2. Today American colleges and universities (originally modeled on German ones) are under
strong attack from many quarters. (Para. 3): Today various sources have criticized the quality of
American colleges and universities, which contain many elements of their original German system.

3. American businesses and industries suffer from unenterprising, uncreative executives
educated not to think for themselves but to mouth outdated truisms the rest of the world
has long discarded. (Para. 3): The inability of corporate executives to think and act in creative
and innovative ways has stifled American industries and businesses. Instead of using initiative
and imagination, these executives continue to cling to out-dated ideas while the rest of the world
moves forward.

enterprising adj.: having or showing the ability to think of new projects or new ways of doing
things and make them successful HZE WG #y, HHBOW, HA WK HE

e.g. One enterprising farmer opened up his field as a car park and charged people $5 to park
there.
You are no longer the enterprsing cook that once you were.

4. Studies are conducted and reports are issued on the status of higher education, but any
changes that result either are largely cosmetic or make a bad situation worse. (Para. 3):
Changes in the education system that are based on studies and reports on higher education have
been superficial and ineffective,

5. The time is long overdue for us to abandon the lecture system and turn to methods that
really work. (Para.4): Because the lecture system has long been known to be ineffective, we need
to develop and use a new teaching method that is effective.

overdue adj.: later than expected iR | #
e.g. overdue reforms
The train is 10 minutes overdue.
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6.

10.

1.

... the class shrinks to a less imposing size. (Para.5). ... the number of students who no longer
attend class is alarming.

imposing adj.: making a strong impression % A B REZty; EAWEIVETY, #iHH
e.g. an imposing view
an imposing gymnasium

At the end of each lecture he asks, “Are there any questions?” in a tone of voice that makes
it plain he would much rather there weren’t. (Para. 6): The professor may be so bored that he
clearly is as glad as the students to finish the lecture and leave without having to ask or answer
any questions.

Some of her fellow students, disappointed at the impersonality of it all, drop out of college
altogether. (Para. 7): The lack of personal caring and warmth can cause students not only to
disappear from class but to give up on college completely.

fellow adj.: used to describe who is the same as you in some way, or in the same situation & %
s BIEHy; Bl FHRLE

e.g. fellow members/citizens/workers

impersonal adj.: lacking friendly human feelings and atmosphere; making you feel
unimportant % Z AMEkih; AKX

e.g. an impersonal manner
Business letters need not to be formal and impersonal.

impersonality n.: the state of lacking friendly human feelings A

e.g. the cold impersonality of some modern cities

Others, like Mary, stick it out, grow resigned to the system and await better days when, as
juniors and seniors, they will attend smaller classes and at last get the kind of personal
attention real learning requires. (Para. 7): Other students continue going to the class, gradually
accept the system and wait to become juniors and seniors when they will go to smaller classes
and finally get the kind of personal attention that real learning needs.

stick it/sth out: continue doing to the end, even when it is difficult or boring B#Z|&K; ZXT %=
e.g. I promise myself I'd stick it out even if it kill me.
She didn’t like the course, but she stuck it out to get the certificate.
resigned adj.: (to sth/to doing sth) being willing to calmly accept something unpleasant or
difficult that you cannot change # R % #; AW
e.g. He was resigned to never seeing his uncle again.
He considered it his duty, in a resigned sort of way, to stand by her.

Nevertheless, far too many courses rely principally or entirely on lectures, an arrangement
much loved by faculty and administrators but scarcely designed to benefit the students. (Para.
8): An unfortunately large number of courses are taught through lecture, a method both teachers
and administrators seem to support even though lecturing is a method that does not promote
good learning.

This time lag between speech and comprehension leads to daydreaming. (Para. 9): Because
a student can listen and understand faster than the professor can speak, the student has plenty of
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13.

14.

15.

16.

opportunity to daydream (or wander off into fantasy.) / Because students listen at a speed three
times faster than the professor can lecture, they have plenty of time to be distracted and daydream.

Worse still, attending lectures is passive learning. (Para. 10): Even worse, lectures prevent
students from being active participants in their own learning process.

Questions that require the speaker to clarify obscure points and comments that challenge
sloppily constructed arguments are indispensable to scholarship. (Para. /2): When students
ask relevant questions to clarify unclear points and challenge poorly presented arguments, they
are developing critical thinking skills indispensable to success.

obscure adj.: difficult to understand F#H4; # UMY
e.g. Ifound his lecture obscure.

For some obscure reason he failed to turn up.
indispensable adj.: essential; too important to be without S FE#; 5 7 & s iy
e.g. Cars have become an indispensable part of our lives.

A good dictionary is indispensable for learning a foreign language.
scholarship: 1) the methods, discipline, and attainments of a scholar or scholars % A& . ¥ #s

FEMNWGF &, RN Aok
2) knowledge resulting from study and research in a particular field 2iR; &£ —4%

HRAURHT Z TR K- £ 2

Without them, the liveliest mind can atrophy. (Para. /2): When students do not participate by
asking questions or making probing comments, they will become so disinterested that even the
most enthusiastic of them will cease to care or think clearly.

atrophy v.: If a part of the body atrophies, it becomes weak because it is not used or because it
does not have enough blood. ##, ¥k

e.8  Muscles can atrophy through lack of use.
Many rural communities have atrophied.

Undergraduates may not be able to make telling contributions very often, but lecturing
insulates a professor even from the beginner’s naive question that could have triggered a
fruitful line of thought. (Para. 12): Even though students are not capable of making important
contributions, by lecturing, professors protect themselves from having to answer uninformed and
obvious questions that young students may ask, which might lead to important and useful ideas.

telling adj.: having a strong or important effect; effective BH A/ 8; AWEREH; EEFW

e.g. The lawyer made a brief, telling speech to the magistrate.
a telling argument / criticism

line n.: a series of people, things or events that follow one another in time 3% B |5 5 #E 7] # A |
M2

e.g. This novel is the latest of a long line of thrillers that he has written.
The long line of American presidents.

They can cram far more students into a lecture hall than into a discussion class, and for
many administrators that is almost the end of the story. (Para. 13): Administrators care only
about the number of students they can educate for the least amount of cost; thus, administrators
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20.

favor the lecture method. “The end of the story” here means “all they care about,” “the most they
will do or be concerned with,” or “There is no more to be said.”

cram v.: push or force sb/sth into a small space; move into a small space with the result that it is
full de---Hat; Bl HR

e.g. Thirty of us were crammed into a small dark room.
He crammed eight people into his car.

end of the story: used when you are stating that there is nothing more that can be said or done
about sth HRMAEXM; BXL A

Professors can pretend to teach by lecturing just as students can pretend to learn by
attending lectures, with no one the wiser, including the participants. (Para. 13): Both
professors and students are unaware that their reasons for supporting the lecture system are
based on the false belief that learning takes place by being present to hear a lecture.

with no one wiser: no one is aware; everyone is unaware
wise adj.: sensible % lFH, THH
e.g. He replied with a wise shake of the head.

Moreover if lectures afford some students an opportunity to sit back and let the professor
run the show, they offer some professors an irresistible forum for showing off. (Para. 13):
In addition, while lecturing allows some students to sit passively and let the professor take
the responsibility for teaching, it also allows some professors to perform in front of a captive
audience or display their intellectual superiority.

sit back: 1) relax, esp. by not getting too involved in or anxious about sth #F W
e.g. She’s the kind of person who can sit back and let others do all the work.
2) sit on sth, usually on a chair, in a relaxed position & #F /X A 3t & #F
e.g. He sat back in his chair and started to read.
run the show: be in charge of the show F#HE H; £#; &A
show off: try to impress others by talking about your abilities, possessions etc. AR, £F, ERR
e.g. He was eager to show off the new car.

In a classroom where everyone contributes, students are less able to hide and professors
less tempted to engage in intellectual exhibitionism. (Para. 13): Discussion classrooms force
students to participate and decrease professors’ opportunity to display their knowledge. /In
classes where everyone participates, students are less likely to be passive and professors are less
likely to display their knowledge.

exhibitionism n.: behavior that is intended to make other people notice or admire you & 3L#;
FIE; HRK
e.g. Hejumped off a high rock into the lake, out of pure exhibitionism.

Their listening skills improve dramatically in the excitement of intellectual give-and-take
with their instructors and fellow students. (Para. 14): Being forced to discuss and argue with
classmates and instructors creates a dynamic environment that results in marked improvement of
students’ listening skills. /In the process of discussing intellectual topics with fellow students and
teachers, students must listen carefully to what others say in order to participate meaningfully.
As a result students’ listening skills demonstrate remarkable improvement in classes that feature
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discussion.
give-and-take: an exchange of words or ideas X i; BEX K

21. ... and because they spring from a long tradition in a setting that values tradition for its own
sake. (Para. 15): ... lectures will never disappear because the academic value of tradition is a self
perpetuating system that reinforces and sustains that which has been historical practice.

spring from: be caused by sth; start fromsth B X EHER; EHETEEY

e.g. The idea for the novel sprang from a trip to India.
These problems spring from different causes.

for sth’s own sake: because of the interest or value sth has, not because of the advantages it may
bring AT EEXRGNGE; £ TEEXRFHMHE

e.g. Ibelieve in education for its own sake.

for the sake of ... / for sb’s/sth’s sake: in order to help sb/sth or because you like sb/sth % 7 #
FHEARNL; BEFREANEK

e.g. The translation sacrifices naturalness for the sake of accuracy.

Key to Exercises
e W e o NN o W NI N e

. Reading Comprehension

1. First, the professor said “ladies and gentlemen,” while there was only one student. Second, Robert
A. Fowkes, the only student in class, missed one class, but the professor didn’t give the lecture
Fowkes had missed, but gave the next one in the sequence.
In the 13th Century books were so rare and expensive that few students could afford them.
The author uses an imaginary class to show us the inadequacy of the lecture system.
The way the professor lectures: He is just reading from a stack of his very old notes.
Mary and some other students become resigned to the lecture system and wait to become juniors
and seniors. Then, they will attend smaller classes and at last get the kind of personal attention
that real learning requires.
6. Active learning: Students write essays, do experiments and then have their work evaluated by their

Gk W N

instructors. Passive learning: Attending lectures.
7. Most students learn best by engaging in frequent and even heated debate.
They can cram a lot more students into a lecture hall than into a discussion class.

®

9. Smaller classes may require energy, imagination, and commitment from the teacher, which can be
very exhausting.
10. Juniors and seniors.

Il. Structure of the Text
1. Introduction (Paras. [-2)
A true story told by Robert A. Fowkes about how a professor taught aclass.
2. Body (Paras.3-14)
Disadvantages of lectures and why they exist
1) American colleges and universities are criticized from many sides. (Para. 3)
For example: College graduates lack both basic skills and general culture.




