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I he Sea Celebrated in Legend
—A Photo Collection of the Underwater Archaeology,Living and Scenery in Xisha
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A Photo Collection of the Underwater Archaeology,

Living and Scenery in Xisha

Located south of the Yongle Archipelago of Hainan Province, the Huaguangjiao Reef is like a pearl in the

Xisha Islands. The underwater excavation on Huaguangjiao No.1, the site of a shipwreck of the Southern Song

stage.
The shipwreck site was first discovered by some fisherfolk in 1996. And it suffered a disaster of illegal excava-

tions since 1997. Until 1998, an archaeology team organized by the National Museum of China was set up, and some
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tentative archaeological excavation was conducted. In March of 2007, under the guidance of the State Cultural Relics

Bureau, the National Museum of China and Department of Culture Radio&TV Publication and Sports of Hainan

Province, sent a nationwide invitation to concerned archaeology institutes and then set up the Xisha Underwater
Archaeology Team of 2007, which was assigned to conduct salvage excavation on Huaguangjiao No.1. The excava-

tion was accomplished strictly in accordance with international underwater archaeology rules and criterion. As a

reward, we finally got a basically definite ship structure, and nearly 10,000 culture relics. They own much value in

science, history and arts, and have significant meanings to studies on the Marine Silk Road and external trades of
ancient China
Undoubtedly, we had a bounteous harvest after two months of hard but fancy work in Xisha. Now \

to the original positions, but the past two months always hover in our minds: the cerulean sky, the blue sea, the
glorious sunset, the colorful clouds, the glittering ripples, the wandering fishes, the grotesque corals-:---- All these
removable items make us at ease. So we couldn 't help taking pictures to have the instantaneous but wonderful
beauty stay. And every picture is a record of our work and life in Xisha, which was also deeply inscribed on our
memories. 2007 is the 20" anniversary of both China underwater archaeology and Ningbo Archaeology Institute. We

are delighted to present the fantastic beauty here to celebrate the 20" anniversary and send th wishes to them

Zhang Wei

May, 2007, Beijing
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A Photo Collection of the Underwater Archaeology,
Living and Scenery in Xisha
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The sea in the legend is like a fantastic dream, overflowing with
unknowns, mysteries and surprises. And the water is crystal-blue and
smooth, as a large piece of silk extends in the warm and peaceful
sunshine. The secret, sleeping deeply for hundreds of years in the
depth of the sea, however, seems to keep sending the sound of on-

rushing waves to stir up our passions and aspirations within, and waits
there for us to retrospect and explore

As the sea breeze glides through the fingers, we put on the blue
diving suits, the cumbersome compressed air bottles, the ponderous

lead belts, and then dive into the blue water, to search for the vanished

civilization and unveil the deep and remote history.
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Explore the Mysterious Xisha




A Sea Toucher
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An Irresistible Temptation

Hanging out
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