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Abstract

With China’s accession to WTO and strengthening of world
economic integration, China’s foreign trade dependence is in-
creasing and higher than those of developed and other developing
countries. And this arises concentration and worry from experts
and researchers, who regard that the development of Chinese
foreign trade depend too much on international markets, which
might bring negative influence on Chinese national economy as
well as the associated industries. Then, how about Chinese agri-
cultural products’ foreign trade and its dependence? Is the de-
pendence the same high as Chinese foreign trade dependence? It
is necessary to answer these questions by thorough studies. Also
it is helpful for making agricultural foreign trade policy. There-
fore it is of great theoretical and practical significance.

Based on review of theory for foreign trade and economic de-
veloping & existing literature both at home and abroad, this the-
sis begins with international comparison of agricultural foreign
trade dependence, and then uses corresponding theory in interna-
tional economy and agricultural economy, as well as adopts qual-
itative and quantitative methods, to explore the contribution of
foreign trade for agricultural products to Chinese economic devel-
opment. Followed is the introduction of governmental behavior
to improve foreign trade for agricultural products in developed
countries. And this thesis concludes with discussion on choices
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Abstract

that Chinese government can choose from in the process of pro-
moting trade for agricultural products.

The first chapter is introduction, including research back-
ground, significance, brief review of existing studies both at
home and abroad, as well as the frame of this thesis.

The second chapter is the review of theory of foreign trade
and economic developing, which focuses on foreign trade promo-
ting and protecting theory.

The third chapter is the international comparison of foreign
trade for agricultural products, mainly comparison of Chinese
ones with those of the U. S. A., Japan, European Union as well
as its member countries. The results show that both Chinese ag-
ricultural products’ export and import dependences are very low,
and only limited amount of agricultural products are for interna-
tional market. While in developed countries, quite the reverse is
true, both the export and import dependence for agricultural
products are high.

The fourth chapter analyzes contribution of foreign trade for
agricultural products to Chinese economic development by re-
gression analysis on the amount of Chinese agricultural products
foreign trade and gross product value of agriculture. It is found
that foreign trade for agricultural products not only gains foreign
exchange, but also contributes much to Chinese national eco-
nomic development by providing employment, upgrading indus-
try and trade structure, promoting farmers’ income, and
strengthening competitiveness for Chinese agriculture.

The fifth chapter is the analysis of foreign trade competitive-
ness for Chinese agricultural products. The author quantifies
both Chinese land-intensive and labor-intensive agricultural prod-

e 5
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ucts by adopting three indexes, International Market Share,
Trade Competitiveness Index and Revealed Comparative Advan-
tages. And the results show that Chinese labor-intensive prod-
ucts have comparative advantages, mainly including meat, fruit
and vegetables, aquatic and processing products. Therefore it is
necessary to develop labor-intensive products to make full use of
Chinese labor resource and improve agricultural products’ inter-
national competitiveness.

The sixth chapter is the analysis of restrictions that WTO impo-
ses on governmental behavior. Based on brief statement of WTO prin-
ciples and the Agreement on Agriculture, the author analyze influ-
ences on Chinese governmental behavior that these restrictions
have exerted, which makes governmental intervention in agricul-
tural products foreign trade limited and standardized.

The seventh chapter is to analyze governmental behavior for
agricultural products foreign trade in developed countries, inclu-
ding subsidies to export, finance service, quality management
and agricultural technology.

The eighth chapter is the statement of choices that Chinese gov-
ernment can choose from in the process of developing agricultural
products’ foreign trade. By using experiences from developed coun-
tries for reference, Chinese government should build supporting and
service system that is in line with WTO principles for agricultural
products’ foreign trade as soon as possible, so as to improve the inter-
national marketing competitiveness for agricultural products.

And the last chapter makes overview of the above analysis.

Key words; Agricultural products; Foreign trade dependence;
Governmental behavior
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