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May 4, 1771

How happy | am to have come
away! Dearest friend, how strange is
the human heart! To leave you, one so
dearly loved, from whom I was insepa-
rable, and yet to be glad! T know you
will forgive me. Were not all my other
personal relationships definitely chosen
by fate to torment a heart like mine?
Poor Leonora! And yet I was blame-
less. Was it my fault that, while the
capricious charms of her sister provided
me with a pleasant entertainment, her
poor heart built up a passion for me?
Still - am 1 altogether blameless? Did 1
not encourage her emotions? Did I not
relish her perfectly genuine and naive
expressions which so often made us
laugh, although they were anything but
amusing? Did I not — but oh, what is
man that he dares so to complain of
himself! Dear friend, I promise you I
will improve. I will no longer rumi-
nate, as I always used to do, on the
petty troubles which Fate puts in my
way. 1 will enjoy the present and let

bygones be bygones. You are certainly
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right, best of friends, that there would
be far less suffering in the world if hu-
man beings — God knows why they are
made like that — did not use their imag-
inations so busily in recalling the mem-
ories of past misfortunes, instead of
trying to bear an indifferent present.
Be so kind to tell my mother that 1
shall attend to her business as what as I
can, and that I will give her news
about it soon. I have seen my aunt,
and found that she is far from being the
disagreeable person my family makes
her out to be. She is a lively, impetu-
ous woman, but very warm — hearted. 1
explained to her my mother’ s complaint
concerning that part of the legacy which
had been with — held from her. She
told ;;1e the reasons and motives of her
own conduct, and also the terms on
which she would be willing to hand
over everything, and even more than
we asked. In short, I do not like to
write more about it just now; tell my
mot her that all will be well. And again
I have found, handling this trifling
piece of business, that misunderstand-
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ings and neglect create more confusion
in this world than trickery and malice.
At any rate, the last two are certainly
much less frequent.

Otherwise, I'am very happy here.
The solitude in this heavenly place is
sweet balm to my soul, and the youth-
ful time of year warms with its abun-
dance my often shuddering heart. Ev-
ery tree, every hedge is a nosegay of
blossoms; and one would wish to be
turned into a cockchafer, to float about
in that sea of fragrance and find in it all
the nourishment one needs.

The town itself is not pleasant,
but all around it Nature expands an in-
expressible beauty. This moved the late
Count M. to lay out a garden on one of
the hills which, intersecting one anoth-
er in the loveliest natural diversity,
form the most charming valleys. The
garden is simple, and as soon as one
enters, one feels that it was planned
not by a scientific gardener but by a
sensitive heart wishing to commune
with itself alone. I have already shed

many a tear to the memory of its former
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owner, in the crumbling summer —
house which was once his favorite re-
treat, and now is mine. Soon I shall be
the master of the garden; the gardener
has taken to me after only a few days,
and he will not fare badly.
May 10
A wonderful serenity fills my
whole being, like these lovely mornings
which I enjoy with all my heart. T am
quite alone, and pleased with life in
this countryside, which seems to have
been created for souls like mine. 1 am
so happy, dear friend, so completely
sunk in the sensation of sheer being,
that my art suffers. I could not draw
anything just row, not a line, and yet I

have never been a greater painter than

e

at the present moment. When the mist
rises around me from the lovely valley,
and the sun at high noon rests on the
roof of my impenetrably dark forest,
and only single shafts of sunlight steal
into the inner sanctuary, and I am ly-
ing in the tall grass by the falling
brook, discovering the variety of thou-

sands of different grasses closer to the
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ground; when I feel nearer to my heart
the teeming little world among the grass
blades, the innumerable, inscrutable
shapes of all the tiny worms and in-
sects, and feel the presence of the
Almighty who created us in his image,
the breath of the All — Loving who sus-
tains us, floating in eternal bliss — my
friend, when everything grows dim then
before my eyes, and sky and earth rest
in my soul like the image of a beloved
being — I am often overcome by longing
and by the thought: could you only
breathe upon paper all that lives so full
and warm within you, so that it might
become the mirror of your soul, as your
soul is the mirror of the infinite God!
~ My friend - but it is more than I can
bear; I succumb to the power and the
glory of these visions.
May 12
I do not know if mocking spirits
haunt this place, or whether it is the
warm heavenly fantasy in my own heart
which transforms everything around me
into a paradise. Near the entrance to

the town is a fountain, a fountain
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which holds me spellbound like Melu-
sine with her sisters — Going down a
small hill, you find yourself in front of
a vault to which some twenty steps lead
down, where the clearest water gushes
forth from the marble rocks. The en-
closing little wall above, the tall trees
which give shade all about, the cool-
ness — all this makes the place so at-
tractive and thrilling, hardly a day
passes without my sitting there for an
hour.

Then the girls will come from the
town and fetch water, the most innoc
ent task and the most necessary, in an-
cient times performed even by the
daughters of kings. As I sit there, the
patriarchal idea comes to life again for
me: I s ee them, our forefathers, meet
at the fountain and do their wooing,
and feel how benevolent spirits hover
around wells and springs. Anyone who
has refreshed him self at a cool fountain
after a long walk in summer will under-
stand my feelings.

May 13

You ask me if you should send me
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my books? — My dear fellow, 1 im-
plore you, for God’ s sake, do not
bother me with them. No longer do I
wish to be guided, excited, stimulated;
my own heart storms enough in itself.
What I need are cradle songs, and I
have found plenty of these in my
Homer. How often do I lull my rebel-
lious blood to rest, for you cannot
imagine anything so erratic, so restless
as my heart My friend, need I tell you
all this, you, whom I have so often bur-
dened with the sight of my transitions
from grief to excessive joy, from sweet
melancholy to fatal passion. I treat my
poor heart, moreover, as though it
were a sick child, and satisfy all its
desires. Do not tell this to anyone;
there are those who would strongly dis-
approve.
May 15
The simple folk here already know
me and have taken to me, especially
the children When I first joined them,
and asked them in a friendly way about
this or that, some thought that I wanted

to scoff at them, and they sometimes
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even curtly rebuked me. 1 did not re-
sent this; I merely felt most vividly
what I had observed frequently before:
people of a certain rank will always
keep a cool distance from common peo-
ple, as if they were afraid to lose their
dignity by too much familiarity. On the
other hand, there are superficial fel-
lows and malicious jokers who seem to
be condescending and only hurt the
feelings of the poor folk all the more by
their insolence. I know quite well that
we are not and cannot ever be equal;
but I am convinced that anyone who
thinks it necessary to keep his distance
from the so — called mob in order to
gain its respect is as much to blame as
the coward who hides from his enemy
because he fears to be defeated.

A little while ago I came to the
fountain and saw a young serv ant girl
who had set her pitcher on the lowest
step while she looked about for one of
her companions to help her lift it to her
head. I went down and looked at her.
“Do you want me to help you?” I

asked. She blushed all over. “Oh,
10
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