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‘The Magic of IT

e  Topic: Information technology
o Language focus: Non-finite verbs (E1HiEF)iA])

Past one Knowing your subject

I. Listening

. Get a tip on effective listening.

FEHHFEXHEF, BATHE AT LUNE I S — 0, A AR, FE AR
NP4 X S T gt T AU SR T 38 . BTGl , SR it o 2 At B LA IR Sl
HEUWH BB FE RS . UliE A X S TR, A ESE e T98 .
UHHEX SRS, AU BRI AR S £ I8, T B AT M AR 2

. Study the new words and expressions. Then listen to the conversation.

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

» information technology (IT) 13 &4 K « hardware /'ha:dwea(r)/ n. (d&f549)

« networking /'netwsikiy/ n. F%- A A
o software /'softwea(r)/ n. (5 #)) « cellphone F#L
%A

Paul is now a freshman at a vocational college. This morning he sees the college counselor, Miss

Garner. He would like to hear her advice on what optional courses to take for the first semester.

. Fill in the blanks with what you hear.

Paul wants to something about the latest in . Miss Garner
advises him to do a on it. According to her, a teacher from the School of
has been called “The Magic of ”. For beginners, it’s a great
that will _them anything related to , such as networking, hardware,

software, the Internet, cellphone systems, etc. Miss Garner finally gives him the

description.
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Il. Speaking

1. Get a tip on having an effective conversation.

FE2riE R R B I RIRE R AR A S, RO E RE R R R, (B, fE
H e aidh, JoA120% T XU B9 %5 bk G il S A 52 Bl4n: FRATTAT i house, home, dwelling,
residence 2 %7 [l — @40, H digital, electronic, multimedia, information technology %51 €1R
WA ENL. 4IRS I AL 25 AR R A WL i) 8 AT LAURDR e, R 8 H ] SR
A AR R SRR TR B K o '

2. Study the new words and expressions. Then role-play the conversation with your

partner.

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

Bluetooth /'blu:'tw:6/ n. & F (— laptop /'laeptop/ n. 1E4% X &% & %

FhBEAK ] 6915 EAE I AR) o wireless /'warolis/ adj. F4k#)
function /'fapkfon/ n. Z#e : o signal /'signal/ n. 135
data /'derts/ n. %% o device /dr'vais/ n. K&, KE

feature /'fitfo(r)/ n. 4 &, Fk

Paul has bought a new cellphone, but he does not understand what the Bluetooth function means.

Before today’s class, he asks Linda for help.

Paul:

Linda:

Paul:

Linda:

Paul:

Linda:

Paul:

Linda:

I’ve just bought a new cellphone and I was told that it had Bluetooth in it. Could you tell me
what exactly is Bluetooth?

Well, like they said, it is a function. It helps establish connections among mobile devices,
like laptops, cellphones, printers and so on. If you have that function in your cellphone, you
can link it to all these things without a cable.

Is it like a wireless network?

Well, similar, but Bluetooth signals can only reach about 10 meters.

What can I do with it?

Well, you can send data to other cellphones with that feature, and you don’t have to pay for
it.

You mean I can send pictures or even music to my friends’ cellphones for free?

Exactly. You only need to turn the function on. Your phone will start searching.
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3. Complete the following box with the information you get from the conversation.

~ Synonymous expressions

I’ve just bought a new cellphone.

I was told that it had Bluetooth in it.

You can link it to all these things without a cable.

Is it like a wireless network?

You don’t pay for it.

Ill. Reading

1. Get a tip on effective reading.

FEDEPGE SRR, BATBSME|—SARERR, AR FL b, B
B, NS EEE W RE A — AR AHER S S, FRATTAT LU bR SCIEBER A A= 1 ) 2
B AR, FAITEEB—MAEN K HT7 8 FRAF SOA#H T 'R, AR, RSO
FH— PR ERBAEER, FA—RSCERRER WA TR,

2. Read the two short passages. Then complete the exercises that follow.

Passage |
'
o setup /'setap/ n. K E o screen /skrim/ n. (&fE) 275
o filter /'filta(r)/ v. L& o desktop /'desktop/ n. (&.JE) %@
o write-up /'rartap/ n. o display /dr'sple/ n. 7%

o permission /po'mifan/ n. A# o browser /'bravze/ n. (E4FR) i &
o challenge /'tfzlindz/ n. B,

If you look at my office, there isn’t much paper in it. On my desk I have three screens. They
can form a single desktop. I can drag items from one screen to the next. Once you have that large
display area, you’ll never go back, because it has a direct impact on productivity. The screen on the
left has my list of e-mails. On the center screen are usually the e-mails I’ll read and respond to. And
my browser is on the right-hand screen. With this setup, I can see what’s new has come in while

I’'m working on something.
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At Microsoft, e-mail is used more than phone calls, documents, blogs, BBS, or even meetings.
I get about 100 e-mails a day. We apply filtering to make sure that e-mails come straight to me only
from people I know, anyone from Microsoft, Intel, HP, and all the other partner companies. And I
always see a write-up, which my assistant of other e-mails passes me, from companies that aren’t
on my permission list or people I don’t know. That way I know what people are praising us for,

what they are complaining about, and what they are asking.

Choose the answer that best completes each of the statements.

1) Why does the author use three screens together?
a. Because he likes dragging items.from one screen to the next.
b. Because he has to reply to a lot of e-mails every day.
c. Because he wants to do more work within a shorter time.

d. Because he needs to browse the web pages to get information.

2) What does the author get from his right-hand screen? .
a. New information.
b. E-mails.
c. News.

d. Write-ups that his assistant passes him.

3) What way of communication is most frequently used at Microsoft?
a. E-mail. b. Meetings.
c. Blogs. d. Phone calls.

4

How can the author make sure that he only reads e-mails from people he knows?
a. His assistant cancels all e-mails from unknown senders.

b. He only replies to 100 e-mails a day, and leaves the rest to his assistant.

c. He only has to respond to e-mails that are on the center screen.

d. His e-mail box does a filtering for him.

5) Why does the author read write-up emails from unknown senders?
a. Because he wants to learn from people he does not know.
b. Because some people praise, but others complain about his company.
c. Because his assistant makes him,

d. Because he wants to know what people say about his products.
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Passage 2

- WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

o heatup E# o chipset /'tfipset/ n. &k 4

o ASUS A (YEEB BmASE %) o memory /'‘memory/ n. it HHA #

o release /riliis/ v. XA _ o flash-based hard drive & F A48

» upcoming /'Apkammy/ adj. BPH Ly B A (solid state disk, SSD)

« consumer /kon'sjuma(r)/ n. FAZE o power /'pava(r)/ v. %34k H
o computing /'’kompjwtmy/ n. #H o Linux /'limoks/ n. i+ HMIRME £ %%
» workhorse /'wsikho:s/ n. & fi FAL o stock investor XK,

%, &L « portable /'poitobl/ adj. 1&4% X 49

The low-cost laptop war is heating up! ASUS has just released its Eee PC, an upcoming series
of laptops designed by Intel and ASUSTeK, which will certainly be on many consumers’ Christmas
wish lists this year. According to ASUS, the name comes from “the three Es”: Easy to learn, work
and play; Excellent Internet experience; Excellent mobile colmputing experience.

The Eee PC is a small and light computer that is priced at $199. It isn’t exactly a workhorse,
but it will do just about every basic task you’d need from a portable computer. It uses Intel’s 910
mobile chipset and a Pentium M CPU; and it has 512 MB of memory, 802.11g wireless capability
and a flash-based hard drive. Powered by Linux rather than Windows, it is a 7-inch laptop designed

for first-time users like young students, children, housewives, the elderly and individual stock investors.

Exercise 1: Choose the answer that best completes each of the statements.

I) The Eee PC is a new series of laptops ASUS has recently

a. manufactured b. designed : c. sold .

2) The ASUS Eee PC will
a. handle all basic tasks that portable computers do
b. work for you like a workhorse

c. work for you like all computers
3) Around Christmas time this year, the ASUS Eee PC expects to attract many

a. business people b. computer experts c. computer buyers
Exercise 2: Explain the expressions with your own words.

1) A “Christmas wish list” (underlined in the first paragraph) means




S 0Tl The Magic of IT

2) The expression “powered by Linux” (underlined in the second paragraph) means that a computer is

IV. Guided writing

V.

Complete the following newspaper advertisement about the ASUS Eee PC. Use
the information from the passage above.

Clues _ , it o \prhujdend
. The setup of the ASUS Eee PC;

—

2. Targeted customers; advantages of the Eee PC;
3. The price.
ASUS’s Latest 7-inch Eee PCs for Christmas!
e Intel’s 910 mobile 4
e Pentium M =
e 512 MB of ¢
e 802.11g wireless A
e flash-based :
e The first laptop designed for first-time users like
it’s Easy , and gives you Excellent and
Excellent )
e The best Christmas present for only!

Language focus

BB ARIRTE SR AR E shin), S5MREShIFMRT, FREshirlfak R E shia 2 i
HIMFCRFEIE, [FRREZhIAMAL, JERE SR AR AEREE, PUARAER EYE
i (EIERA BB ER) . FEPIERESA R, — AEX; =, i, =, BlE
gyial; WM. b FaE. EE T BIE
I. My only hope was to become a famous concert pianist. (R EZ)

2. We succeeded in putting out the fire before our parents came home. (zfj 44 i)
3. I heard her singing on her balcony. (BU7E43iA])
4. The Sydney Olympics, attended by over 10,000 athletes, will stay in many people’s memories.

(i 2 4317)

5. We apply filtering to make sure that e-mails come straight to me only from people I know. (5
vAL) :
6. The Eee PC is a small and light computer priced at only $199. (i} 2243q])
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Part two  Testing your skills

I. Listening comprehension

Exercise 1: Listen to each conversation and choose what you hear to complete the

conversation.
1. M:
W: It’s something that helps establish connections among different local mobile devices.
a. What is the Internet? : b. What is information technology?
c. What is a laptop? d. What is Bluetooth?
2. M:

W: Would that say anything about the textbooks they’re using in the course?
a. You should take a look at the course description.

b. You should take a look at the introduction.

c. You should take a look at the interpretation.

d. You should take a look at the tradition.

3. M
W: It’s short for Central Processing Unit.
a. What is CPEU? b. What is CPU? c. What is SPU? d. What is SPEU?

4. M: What is BBS?

W:
a. It’s short for Bullet Board System. b. It’s short for Basketball System.
c. It’s short for Bulletin System. d. It’s short for Bulletin Board System.

5. M: What is a blog?

W:
a. A blog is like a persén’s salary. b. A blog is like a personal fairy.
c. A blog is like a personal diary. d. A blog is like a person’s jewelry.

Exercise 2: Listen to each conversation. Then choose the best answer to the question

you hear.
6.
a. He is unfriendly. b. He has too many e-mail accounts.
c. He is careless. d. He is foolish.



