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Tess of the D’Urbervilles

It is one of Hardy's saddest tales of rural troubles. Tess is the
daughter of a poor family, who shoulders a heavy burden since her
childhood. Tess becomes involved with her employer's son Alec.
They have a child together who dies early. Tess falls in love with
Clare, who abandons her upon hearing her story with Alec. This
leads to murder, escape and superficial impurity on the part of Tess
who is finally brought to “Justice” .

This is an exceptionally bleak novel that offers little relapse
from the persistent cruelty of {ate against Tess.

Thomas Hardy (1840—1928}, an outstanding English poet
and regional novelist of the 19th century, wrote 14 novels, whose
works depict the imaginary county “Wessex” . Other famous novels
are THE RETURN OF NATIVE and THE MAYOR OF CAST-
ERBRIDGE.
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