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AT THE END OF APRIL, I WAS INVITED BY A
group of friends to join them for a luxurious
eight day tour of Guizhou Province, primarily
to attend the Sister’s Festival of the Miao ethnic
minority which falls between the period of
the 15th day of the 3rd lunar month (from the
1st to 3rd of May). I stumbled upon this trip

BREZAEN—RIZT, URRRELTXREFA
EEEHMRERE. kBB REFXME

quite unexpectedly, but came away full of warm
sentiments for this often underrated region of
China. Iam sure that I must be just one of the
many growing converts to this beautiful and
fascinating region.

On arrival at the capital city of Guiyang we
were installed into a luxurious 5-star hotel. It

#;im¥ METROPOLITAN
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would be the same scenario throughout our
visit and we were put up at the best hotels in the
different areas that we visited. Thus, to say the
least, creature comforts were never lacking. Our
guide briefed us on the location of Guizhou, a
province located southwest of China; covering
an area of about 176,000 square kilometres with

LEXUS MAGAZINE 3
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a population of approximately 35 million. The
region is well known for its moderate temperature
and heavy rainfall throughout the year. We were
also told that there are many ethnic minority
groups in Guizhou which contribute at large to
the interests and folk cultures of the region.

As a prelude to the main attraction, the Sister’s
Festival, we were whisked away to the scenic
highlights the area is known for. Zhijin Cave is
situated near Anshun City and is more than 10km
long with its widest reaches spanning 175m and
its highest peak more than 100m high. The whole
cave is subdivided into 10 scenic areas, each with
its unique attractions. I was dumbfounded by
its massive pillars, stalagmites and unique rock
formations. Zhinjin Cave is indeed a rare and
unparalleled scenic wonder that left me totally

overwhelmed. Another extraordinary region
is the Huangguoshu Waterfall which is located
45km southwest of Anshun city. This is the

RMEREN, tHELE. RINFEHNS—IRER
M FRIFHARASABHERMRS. ZRTMEK
HIRH, EEMKBHEELMSTT, @MESIXK.
ENRSAMRFRFNLE, HRAEFWRS, o
M —&/NREKTR. KERLTRGEEN, &
EEPILABERERGE, EREPYFRTS. A
INEBREAIEAREENE KT —BERDIFRIL
ANBE|EE, BENES.
RIRHRITERRIES — 1 G iE0F A2 BERR
W RER. —F/NTEBES, AIANAEIE, A

largest waterfall in Asia, measuring 74m high
and 81m wide. From the Guan Pu Ting (Fall
View Pavilion), one can savor a panoramic view
of the fall. For a close-up view, one can saunter
across the path that leads to the “water curtain
cave’. This cave actually cuts through the fall and
provides an experience “inside” it. The sights
and sounds are incredible, and the feeling of
the sprays of water is awe inspiring. The path
eventually leads to Wang Shui Ting (Water View
Pavilion) at the Xi Niu Tam (Rhinoceros Pool).
In all, this is quite an exhausting hike, but the
effort is definitely worthwhile.

Towards the Western suburbs of Anshun lies
the Dragon Palace Cave. This is an underground
cave that covers an area of almost 60 square
kilometres. A boat can be rented to ride along
the many scenic spots to reach the magnificent
and giant “Dragon Palace”. This underground
river is the longest in China, with a length of

AHARERSESR. BEFERLZ—FHTA,
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over 5,000m and flows through the abundant
limestone caves in the region. My impression
was that I would not need to go to Disneyland
ever again - a real-life fairyland was now within
my reach.

The start of our journey to Kaili where the
Sister’s Festival was to take place was hampered
by some obstructions in the highway resulting in
us being set back an entire day. Nevertheless, our
group was determined, and traversed through Shi
bing, Taijiang and Shidong county, and finally on
to Kaili where the main activities were organized.
Our first introduction to the festival in Kaili was
to see numerous young women decked up in their
fineries, their embroidered dresses beautifully
embedded with intricate silver jewelry. Following
tradition, families” harvested rice gathered from
the river and prepared meals of sticky rice, pork
and poultry. The occasion was also celebrated
with the drinking of wine from cow’s horns. The
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festivities were accompanied by drum beating,
pipe playing and dancing with everyone joining
into the spirit of the festival with joy and laughter.
Indeed, the Sister’s Festival is a festival of fertility;
and traditionally it is the time when boy meets
girl, in some ways similar to St Valentine’s day

in the west. When the girl finds her lover, she

would elope in the dead of night and early the
next morning the girls family will visit the

boy’s family to initiate the marriage. Even in

BEERNEAERE - EMHANEE. B
FEERFEHEAXTF, UM HER—KRKROOH
EESHM. 3003 FET, —MEMPLLEAE
IMEIRFRAL T — M ERbE, XHBEELEET
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¥, —HRRHEREZANB TEROA L4,

modern times, the Miao tribes make certain of
the continuity of their ancestries.

There is actually a story behind this tradi-
tion of marriage. This story was handed down
verbally, as the Miao tribes do not have a written
language. All their folklores, traditions, cer-
emonies, music and dance are verbally retained
and transmitted from generation to generation.
Legend has it that about three hundred years ago
a beautiful maiden was engaged in marriage to a
rich landlord, but entirely against her will. She

ERECHEE. ZMRSNEBERITHRSENE
HAMEZENNEEK.
WEOHREHWERT BB IF, “Hk
T AN BAVERLLHRR B T B BRI
RSHETES. RIA kA0 A FEARRE 10K A9H 75 B
FHEFESE, Fsk4mE—ie, BRHESRFLEETH
FERMFIE. Z—MH4AHXR: SRR,

fell in love with a poor young lad, and decided
to elope with him. The couple ended up being
murdered by the landlord. Thus, young Miao
couples commemorate this story by staging their
own elopements in the name of true love. This
tradition is not only romantic, but it belies the
tenacity of Miao youths in their advocate for
freedom and true sentiments.

Part and parcel of every big festival is the
staging of bullfights, and the Sister’s Festival is
of course no exception. Along the bank of the
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Right: The Huangguishu Waterfall. Opposite

page: Scenes at the traditional Sister's
Festival.
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Ba-la river, we witnessed a bullfight, Miao style.
Two bulls were handled about 10m apart, and
simultaneously released by their owners. They
charged towards each other, and the bull that did
not collapse won. In another program, a bull was
left stationary, while its opponent was released
about 5m away. They engaged in a fight until the
judges ascertained the winner. The next pair of
bulls were then brought forward to fight in the
same manner. During the fight, the owners and
audience became rawdy and excited, adding to
the colour of this special event. It was certainly a
good opportunity to release a lot of tension and
energy - the bullfight is not to be missed.

My eight days in Guizhou was a short one,
but it overwhelmed me in that I was not prepared
to experience such beauty. Ihad seen luscious
green terraced hillsides dotted with blacked tiled
houses. I had experienced monumental caves
and awesome waterfalls. Most of all, I had felt
the warmth of the poor but proud natives - the
salt of the earth as one can find them - who
give this province heart and soul, and whose
fun loving nature give its music and dance
unique character. [
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M, AHRHZ5 - BE (Frank Gehry) BITHIHER
BEEMIE (Guggenheim Museum) o
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BEKXENT ! XHMBHEHRE (La Rioja) , A
MFHmELNEEEET . EEEBREIRNEN,
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IMAGINE THIS JOURNEY. YOU'RE FLYING
over the granite waters of the Bay of Biscay.
The aircraft banks sharply and, shortly afterwards,
you touch down amid the rugged hills of the
Basque Country in northern Spain. You move at

isurely pace through the airport, taking time

ARFIXT: BERRE] T BER.

HABIRE, URZMXHEERE AR T R B8
MBS, SlIRTEHRHXE, MXMIXERUL
BRI E B
—8MEARHIANSSHIF AN B EINE

FFEKEZiE (Logrofo) MBS FENNAAEE,
MEELHK, BEMET —READEEROHTR
#, sINEBMR R, EERNEEXERTR
=108

ERENERARBRAHR, SEEARNEE
EEERTBETR/R (Marqués De Riscal) BT &) B
Frih. BLEELRREX (Elcego) #H5h, BHR/IRH
AR LUB AR IB58EREE, HEXET — @t
HFEASB00 AR THER, BEEARENE. Bl
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steep, wooded hills. As you pass Bilbao, you catch
a glimpse in the distance of the glinting, contorted
mass of metal and stone that is the Frank Gehry-
designed Guggenheim Museum. An hour later,
you arrive at your destination; here also, you can't

help noticing the architecture. There’s a jumbled

LRE% IMPULSE
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SEMERE) LERBEHEMENFRERER. T

R XMRSMISMEIE RGNS, HHREREK
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IR AR AL FLER
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HBOFHTEE. BRI IR,
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MIEERR, RESRANGA. " RS E+F
REBH "REANEN. RERN, BAREELR
REWRF. " aRFRERFIRIT R, A
L(Bp R S skcd il b

RESRBFNENG? i

landscape in which tradition and modernity live
side by side in the most vivid fashion.

It is spectacular; it is La Rioja. Spain’s best-
known wine region is currently experiencing
an exhilarating regeneration. A combination
of a revitalised wine sector, considerable

ent from producers, and a new strategic
has led to a revival that's

LEXUS MAGAZINE 9
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RESOURCES

GETTING THERE:

Flying to Bilbao is the easiest way

to reach La Rioja. If flying into Madrid

or another Spanish city, take a domestic flight
to Vitoria and drive. A car is necessary to visit
the wineries, and taxis are available if you plan
to sample wines.

10 LEXUS MAGAZINE
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ERHATA AN BHAR R T BRI /REFHREM,
BIOHERHEANK, ZMAHRBHE —ERLE
HMEIHFH hE. BHFREFHEHRARRE (
Bordeaux) FREBAMEEAE 2—, BLEERLERA
5w E RFNFRZEIR (Cabernet Sauvignon) BJE
Fz—. ‘TEEBESmL, EREREE, XFHEN
FREAMEN, AMIFE—MRILENR/RFAER
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ERB| X TN BAEL MR BRI, FRHT
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TS - FHi4FHI L (Santiago Calatrava) BI{EMR, X
FLHAEREAEI (Valencia) FIEFRIT. EARKF

fashion as here.

A good place to start taking in the new world of
La Riojas architecture is at winemaker Marqués de
Riscal’s new City of Wine project. Here, just outside
the dusty village of Elciego, the winery has added
a spectacular €58 million complex that houses a
luxury hotel, a wine spa, a conference centre, a
restaurant, and the company headquarters, all

of which sit over the winery’s cellars that date
back to 1858.

e centrepiece is a building that bears all
e hallmarks of a Gehry structure, which it
is. Gleaming metal conterﬁ@ns fashioned from

BER

TRRImEiZIT T ElF (Sondica) HIAMEMEE.
BEfzflEN RHRRAT AT HMESNIHEE
ELBEEG

FHAFR RS F R 2 E AN . JLF26
ZMERBOFR, LR ASHETNSKR. FRETBA
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ENSHERREAMAEL A&,

B—FHHE, IMERRENERR. KEMEEKTE
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XA

and the titaniums colouring (pink, gold and silver)
link it to both wine and Riscal. Critics have said
that the flowing forms and stone structures mimic
a vine’s canopy blowing in the wind over the
region’s light soil.

One of the most innovative and defining
architects of his era, Gehry doesn't shy away from
using bold architectural language. The Riscal
building is a blazing mass of modernity that sits
within a decidedly rural environment and rises
almost in open challenge to the nearby parish
church ire. Is there not a risk thaI it will snmply

LRE% IMPULSE
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£ (Bodegas Juan Alcorta)ili | EMRZRENE] —H 2R

still delivered with passion. I only want buildings
with passion in them, buildings that make people
feel something. He describes the Riscal building
as ‘exciting [and] festive, because wine is pleasure;
highlighting the sense of movement in the design,
which brings to mind ‘an animal galloping over
the field.

One thing is for sure: The City of Wine has
attracted plenty of attention since its official
inauguration by the King of Spain in October
2006. ‘We have been completely overwhelmed
by the impact of our project, so much so that

up with everything that’s

LEXUS MAGAZINE 11
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a wider public if it is to grow’

Aznar Sainz explains that the building symbolises
Riscal’s pioneering spirit, which since its inception
in the mid-19th century has been an innovative
force within La Rioja. (It was one of the first major
wineries, for example, to introduce winemaking
techniques from Bordeaux, as well as to use
non-traditional grape varieties such as Cabernet
Sauvignon.) Tmage is important in the world of
wine; it’s just not enough to have a good product
- people need a reason to talk about Riscal and
Rioja, says Aznar Sainz.

As for whether the development is a success
in the local context, Aznar Sdinz points out
that, since the inauguration, tourism in the
area went up by 60 per cent towards the end of
2006, thus making an important contribution
to the local economy. ‘La Rioja is changing fast;
he asserts. “There are lots of innovative projects
going on, making this region a world leader in the
process. And all those individual projects help in
a collective sense, too!

Not far from Riscal, another architectural wine
development is giving the Riojan landscape a
sense of modernity and dynamism. Ysios is the
brainchild of Valencia-born architect, artist and
engineer Santiago Calatrava, who also designed
the Sondica airport terminal and control tower
in Bilbao and other gems, such as the Athens
Olympic complex and the Lyon airport station.

Calatrava’s style is characterised by the careful
use of regular, almost sculptural forms to create
expansive architectural statements, and Bodegas
Ysios is no exception. For example, the graceful
undulations of the show-stopping roof are actually
created by a careful arrangement of straight
Scandinavian fir beams clad in aluminium. The
curved fagade is made of horizontally striped
cedar wood, and the shallow water pool that runs
the length of the exterior includes a Gaudi-esque
broken-tile mosaic.

Everything about the building appears to embody
movement and energy. At the same time, it fits into
its landscape. The muted silver roof echoes the grey
peaks of the Cantabrian Mountains behind it and
is, in turn, reflected in the water pool below, while
the golden cedar fagade captures the colour of La

12 LEXUS MAGAZINE
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Rioja’s wheat fields and chalk-infused soil.

In another deft touch, the interior is externalised:
the wooden fagade waves along the horizontal,
evoking the shape of wine barrels stored inside.
The building thus both responds to the nature
of the site and advertises its purpose. It's a superb
example of daring architectural vision combining
with sensitivity to context. Calatrava describes it
as ‘an element that is integrated into the powerful
surrounding landscape while being somewhat
autonomous at the same time, in the manner of a
site-specific sculpture’ This interaction, he explains,
is something at the heart of his work.

‘A landscape should never be seen as static.
Something dynamic is always happening. As soon
as the wind blows, the trees move. The sun moves.
The shadows and clouds move. I recognise this
dynamic aspect of the landscape and feel compelled
to express it in my work’

Whereas Calatrava created Ysios against
a backdrop of mountains and fields,
the context for architect Zaha Hadid at the
Lopez de Heredia winery in the town of Haro was
quite different. This remains one of La Rioja’s most
venerable traditional wine producers, a character
reflected in its sprawling 19th-century architecture,
which, as Maria José Lopez de Heredia comments
wryly, started in 1877 and has been ongoing ever
since!

Lopez de Heredia recently commissioned Hadid
to add to this process — a new tasting room and
shop situated in the winery’s forecourt surrounded
by original architecture but with a decidedly
modern edge. The design’s starting point was an
old pavilion, found in the winery’s outhouses,
that had been built by Lopez de Heredia’s great
grandfather for the 1910 World's Fair.

Hadid is known for complex conceptual
constructions and an avant-garde approach. ‘I
can be my own worst enemy, she says. ‘As a
woman, I'm expected to want everything to be
nice, and to be nice myself. A very English thing.
I don't design nice buildings - I don't like them.
I like architecture to have some raw, vital, earthy
quality’

The new pavilion is both challenging and
striking: a curvaceous, golden-hued structure




that project architect Jim Heverin describes as
‘a new bottle for an old wine? Heverin explains
how the complex geometric design reflects the
progression of history: the rectangular housing
for the old pavilion is mimicked at one end, but
the form morphs into a more fluid, sensuous
structure along the building, with the far end
looking more like a wine decanter. The exterior is
finished in gold-tinted steel, and inside it boasts
wine-coloured benches designed by Hadid.

Perhaps the most exciting thing about
La Rioja’s new architecture is that it's taking
shape in so many different forms and
places. Bodegas Juan Alcorta, for example,
is a winery under the same ownership as
Ysios, but the two share little in terms of
architectural character: Juan Alcorta employs
a softer, but still intelligent, style to smooth the
edges of a decidedly utilitarian facility.

Dinastia Vivanco uses architecture as an
integral part of an ambitious wine museum
project, the purpose of which was to give ample
space to a mammoth collection and to create
additional attractions in the winery and chapel.
It is, consequently, a must-see for any visitor to
the region.

Vifia Real, by the French architect Philippe
Maziéres, is another stand-alone piece of local
architecture that will reward all comers. Its
centrepiece is a giant production hall built to
resemble a winemaking vat, with a circular
storage hall directly underneath and further
barrel chambers built into the adjacent hill.

On a recent visit to La Rioja, I met with
architect Jesus Marino Pascual, a contributor
to the local wine architecture. (His work
includes Dinastia Vivanco and the excellent

Darien winery.) Over a sunlit breakfast, he

LREX IMPULSE

summed up the local atmosphere in relation
to these developments.

‘We're living through a change of era, he
said. ‘Now we can create buildings we could only
dream of 20 years ago. Gaudi did it
and created original art; now were doing ity
mainly through the assistance of computer-aided
design. We are building ous® age in
wine architecture’

He paused for a moment to reflect, and
then added, ‘T want visitors to be transported,
inviting their senses to engage with everything
that’s thére. I want the visit to be exciting.
Ultimately, it's about creating emotion a4
a sense of mystery. Just like wine’ [
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SWAP THOUGHTS WITH INTELLECTUAL GIANTS - AND HELP

CHANGE THE WORLD - AT THESE GLOBAL IDEAS FESTIVALS

X | AL - il E: BEFH
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DISCUSSING AND DEBATING IDEAS
has become the latest holiday craze, as trendy
as climbing Mount Kilimanjaro or trekking
across Mongolia. These high-IQ getaways are
tailor-made for people who celebrate provocative
points of view the way others celebrate music
and film.
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Generally held in a retreat-like setting,
ideas festivals are face-to-face forums where
great thinkers step away from their laborato-
ries, offices, or ivory tower-like institutions
and interact with the general public. Even if
you don’t have a Nobel, Pulitzer, Oscar
or Turner you can snag a place at the table and get

BEREEMIEGHNRATEE. F-8FE (
Macintosh) EBRNFARI/R - H#(Al Gore) B (FEIR
MEE) BHRERET EERRHM.

MTR—EERINBET. EXLERET
EHRATLLEEBEXITMN, EERTURMBII—E
RZiR o

exposed to revolutionary ideas years before the
rest of the world. (The first Macintosh computer
and Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth debuted at
ideas festivals.)

Here’s a sample of the best of the best,
where you can meet, and even share
a meal with, your intellectual heroes.
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>BATTLE OF IDEAS

www.battleofideas.co.uk

HISTORY: The Institute of Ideas, a London-
based non-profit organisation devoted to
fostering debate, marked its fifth anniversary

in 2005 by pulling together all its disciplines

- science, arts, education, international relations,
medicine and technology - for one landmark
occasion. The gathering has evolved into an
annual weekend where heavy-hitter thinkers mix

with up-and-coming leaders to discuss ideas.

FORMAT: A series of different themes or 'battles’.
This year's include the 'battle for technology'.

SE: mReznstts, BEARE E3M
BHEBARENSS, THEE. BHREER.
BEEES. R, ARNERXEOREAZ MR
1R - IR/REE(R{EE L (Dr.RajPersaud) i, “IEZ{RHE
BARBNET —HEANRHE, BFRASEAR
HT B— MR A, "
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USMEASE, B8 AKREHI000A.
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ATMOSPHERE: In the tradition of Oxford-
style debating, maximum engagement is the
goal and no one stands on ceremony. Just
when you thought peace was going to break
out, says psychiatrist, broadcaster and author
Dr Raj Persaud, one of last year's speakers,
‘someone would lob another explosive idea’
Attendees range in age from 14 to 80.

ACCESS: The festival is open to anyone
but is capped at 1000 attendees.

WHY IT MATTERS: Addresses issues of global
concern. Keeps the spirit of in-your-face British
debate alive and well. Provides a forum for

DREE IMPULSE

HEHEA: 20055 “BERE" E—1XFR
SHHBHOE, BEMEET — B — £
HEREREHET R
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dialogue and highbrow socialising for the next
generation of English MPs and policy makers.

ITHAPPENED HERE: A forum about science
and education at the 2005 Battle of Ideas led
to a year-long project that aimed to improve
science education in British secondary schools.

WHERE TO STAY: Formerly a newspaper office,
One Aldwych is a chic, contemporary, intellectually
inclined retreat, ideal for pensive but social types.
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wwwi.renaissanceweekend.org

B “sxmkx" ERETHRE, SE%HT
K, HBTEEAEIEFE - K8 (Philip Lader) RE X
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it “AXREN FEHHALNKANDRERERRE—
MREHERET.
> RENAISSANCE WEEKEND

www.renaissanceweekend.org

HISTORY: The granddaddy of ideas festivals with
four annual gatherings, this Davos-lite was created
by Philip Lader, a former US ambassador, and his
wife, Linda, to promote cross-generational dialogue.

FORMAT: All panels and conversations

are officially off the record, making each
Renaissance Weekend a safe retreat for public
figures, who often attend with their families.

ATMOSPHERE: There's one mandatory accessory:

the name tag. The only person ever to refuse one was

S B 5es0ARELE. E—— 2B EARNE
MR FEEH - £2H (BabraStreisand) « Bitit
25h, FE—EETEHNMBETEMERBH,
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Barbra Streisand. In addition to dialogue, there are
scheduled activities such as bike rides and group jogs.

ACCESS: Renaissance Weekend requires
an invitation, but prior attendees nominate
accomplished friends, so if you know one,
buy them dinner and make your case.

WHY IT MATTERS: Provides a press-free
haven for government types and their families
to discuss ideas. During the Clinton presidency
the South Carolina-based weekends were
where Bill and Hill retreated to formulate policy
ideas with other glamorous colleagues.

EARA: REFETRAMESRTHIZRY,
EXNTRMESIH TEE—&5| NEENS5E,
MEEBEMICEHR - KR (Diene Sawyer) « KR
2% - MBH(BuzzAldrin) MR EEKEKXT - BEM
18 (David Miliband) »

EE: Charlestonf Wentworth MansionZ 18864,
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ITHAPPENED HERE: Despite the off-the-
record policy, the festival's website has a list

of notable past attendees including US TV
journalist Diane Sawyer, astronaut Buzz Aldrin

and British politician David Miliband.
WHERE TO STAY: Built in 1886, the Wentworth

Mansion in Charleston is now a 21-room inn that
is the epitome of gracious Southern hospitality.
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