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Listen and Talk

Listen to the following passage about global warming and try to fill the missing words in the blanks.

1 human beings 2 powered 3 greenhouse 4 far away
5 make a difference 6 breathein 7 decreasing performance 8 four inches high
9 campaign 10 encourage

Work with a peer and take turns to start the conversation.

I1:

A: So, we've heard that there are plans to build a massive dam in the Three Gorges area of the

Yangtze.
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That's right. In fact, they've already started the preliminary construction.

But what about the environmental implications?

What do you mean?

Well, the damage to the eco-system ... Isn’t it going to mean flooding a great big area, forcing
people to re-locate and immersing the sites of special archaeological interest?

| see what you mean, but that's what you’ve read in the Western press ... and you've only read
half of the story.

How's that?

There’s no doubt that the project does have environmental implications but on the whole the
benefits outweigh the disadvantages. During the rainy season, the Yangtze often floods and it
causes masses of damage, destroying homes, crops and so on. The dam will prevent this flooding
and so, while it's true that some people have to move, many people will reap the benefits.
What's more, the dam wilt provide hydrerIectricity to many homes, thereby reducing pollution
from coal-burning power plants.

What about the fish?

The fish?

Aren’t there some breeds of fish which swim upriver to spawn (7=8i) ?

We're talking about saving human lives and livelihoods, and you're worried about the fish! As it
goes, I've heard of other dams where they’ve built special little gates or something like that
which allow the fish to pass through.

And China’s going to lose one of its most famous sites...

Well, not really. Some of the sites will look grander with a higher water level. Why don’t you go
and see them now while you still have the chance. You can revisit them to make a comparison
after the dam is built.

’s& 2:

> w

You know, Mrs. Brady, I've been meaning to-ask you something ...

Yes, dear, what's that?

Well, why do you always keep the air-conditioning running?

Why, would you rather swelter (#4§3%) in the heat?

Well, it’s not that. It's true that sometimes it’s really hot outside and then I'm quite happy not to
suffer, but it seems to me that the air-conditioning has become a habit and you keep it on even
on days when it isn’t so hot.

We like to have a constant temperature in the house, you know.

But it means there’s always an artificial atmosphere, and never any fresh air. Why do you keep
it on on cooler days rather than turning it off and opening the windows? You could reduce your
power bill by quite a lot too.

Are you trying to save me money? Am | charging you too much rent?

Oh no, it's not that. But we were talking in class the other day about being environmentally
conscious and | was thinking that not only is the air conditioning bad for the environment, it's bad
for our health AND it's expensive.

Well, you may be right. It's just part of our lifestyle, you know. I'li tell you what. Why don’t we talk
about this with the others over dinner tonight and see what they think?

OK, Mrs. Brady, that will be interesting. Thank you.




Read and Explore

Passage A |

Care for Our Mother Earth

. Summary

In an interview for Awareness Magazine, four specialists discuss their views on environmental issues
with Dr. McKinley. Leon Nacson is particularly worried about air and water pollution and Walter Semkiw
is especially concerned with deforestation and global warming. Aman Motwane believes that we have to
realize that everything is related, and therefore that every action has a consequence; and Amrit Desai
makes a link between consumption and global resources, arguing that human greed poses a serious
threat to Mother Earth. The message is that the environment is OUR responsibility and that we all have
a part to play if we want to save our planet.

ll. Culture Notes

Global Environment Situation

~ Global climate trends

The main drive behind climate change is the increasing amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
Its level has risen by a third since the industrial revolution started in the 1760s. As CO? has built up, so
temperature has risen. The main culprits behind increasing CO, levels are burning fossil fuels and
deforestation. The US alone pumps out a quarter of the world’s CO, emissions.

Global pollution trends

If the number of cars keeps increasing at the present rate, there will be more than a billion on the
road by 2025. Today, motor vehicles put out 900 million tons of carbon dioxide a year—about 15 per
cent of our total output. More vehicles will mean more global warming. Also by 2025, two-thirds of the
world’s people will live in cities, so traffic jams and pollution will loom large in most people’s lives.

Global population trends
Never has the pressure on the world’s resources been so great. Over the next 20 years, the global
population is expected to grow by a quarter—that’s an extra 1.5 billion mouths to feed. Water is also
under pressure as never before. Today, some 500 million people do not have enough water. By 2025,
that number is expected to hit 2.5 billion.




lll. Language Points

isolate v. to set apart or cut off from others
> Examples: Presley’s early success isolated him from his friends.
This policy could isolate the country from other members of the United Nations.

{be) blind to to completely fail to notice or realize something
> Examples: They seemed to be blind to the consequences of their decision.
David’'s good looks and impeccabie manners have always made Rebecca blind to his faults.

consequence n. something that happens as a result of a particular action or set of conditions

> Examples: The safety procedures have been ignored, with potential tragic consequences.
Acceptance of what has happened is the first step to overcoming the consequences of any
misfortune.

deforest v. to cut down or destroy trees
> Examples: About 400 000 square kilometers of the Amazon basin have already been deforested.
The decision to deforest the area for an airport/ a golf course is strongly opposed by the local residents.

global adj. affecting or including the whole world

> Examples: AIDS is a global problem which requires global efforts.
The representatives from some developing countries claim that global economy does not give
them a fair chance.

ecosystem n. all the animals and plants in a particular area, and the way in which they relate to each other
and to their environment
> Examples: Madagascar's ecosystem ranges from rainforest to semi-desert.
Over-development often leads to disastrous effects on a dedicatedly balanced ecosystem.

purify v. toremove the dirty or unwanted parts from something
> Examples: Purify the water before drinking it.
It is said that in purified water minerals useful to our health has been removed.

evaporate v. to (make) change into vapor
> Examples: The water is evaporated by the sun.
The police failed to find any witness; it seemed that they all evaporated.

atmosphere n. the mixture of gases that surrounds the earth
> Examples: The space shuttle will re-enter the Earth’s atmosphere tomorrow morning.
The Partial Test-Ban Treaty bans nuclear testing in the atmosphere.

downwind adj. in the direction that the wind is moving
> Examples: The downwind region of the nuclear test site can hardly attract investment for development.
The tiger approached the deer from behind some downwind bushes.

source n. athing, place, activity etc. that you get something from
> Examples: In that remote region radio is the main source of information.
Renewable sources of energy must be used where practical.
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resuit from to happen or exist as a result of something
> Examples: Those problems resulted from the poor management.
Many hair problems resuit from what one eats.

result in to make something happen; to cause
> Examples: The talks between Russia and the United States resulted in missile reduction.
Regular trips back to her motherland have resulted in her first book, 7iger Baim.

release v. to stop holding something that one has been holding tightly or carefully
> Examples: The judge agreed to release the prisoner in consideration of his worsening health.
Thousands of balloons were released at the beginning of the rally.

trap v.

1) to catch by a trick or deception

> Example: The innocent girl was trapped into an unhappy marriage.
The scoundrel was trapped into telling the police all he knew.

2) to prevent someone or something from escaping from a dangerous place

> Examples: The greenhouse stays warm because the glass traps the heat of the sun.
Twenty miners were trapped underground and only five survived.

all the way to emphasize how long a distance is
> Examples: Football fans came all the way from every corner of the world to watch the World Cup 2002.
Beauty is only skin deep, but ugliness goes all the way to the bone!

impact on to have an important or noticeable effect on someone or something l
> Examples: How will this program impact on the local community?
Falling export rates have considerably impacted on the country’s economy.

specific adj. special, distinctive, or unique
> Examples: Massage may heip to increase blood flow to specific areas of the body.
This book gives specific instructions on how to make patent leather.

priority n. something that must be dealt with as soon as possible and before other less important things
> Examples: Agriculture is still a high priority in most developing countries.
Banks normally give priority to large businesses when deciding on loans.

prior adj. preceding before in time, order, importance, or value
> Examples: She couldn’t go to the panty because of a prior engagement.
The widow's nephew has a prior claim to the property according to an earlier legal agreement.

element n. one part of a whole system, plan, piece of writing etc.
> Examples: The exchange of prisoners of war was one of the key elements of the UN’s peace plan.
The movie had all the elements of a hit, but it flopped.

inexhaustible adj. existing in such large amounts that it can never be finished or used up *
> Examples: The terrorists seem to have an inexhaustible supply of ammunition.
His energy was unbounded and his patience inexhaustible.

the / a point of no return the point in a course of action beyond which reversal is not possible.
> Examples: Something must be done before the situation reached the point of no return.




