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77 PREFACE

Science Popularization Report of China 2007 is the sixth annual report on sci-
ence popularization of China complied and produced by China Research Institution for
Science Popularization, following its yearly versions since 2002. Outline of National
Action Program for Scientific Literacy of All Chinese Citizens (2006-2010-2020)
(cited as The Outline for Scientific Literacy below), which was promulgated by the
State Council of PRC in 2006, is a guiding resolution focusing specially on the im-
provement of scientific literacy of all Chinese, following the promulgation of the Out-
line for Body Health for All Chinese by the State Council of PRC in 1995 and the
QOutline for the Morality Improvement for all Chinese by the Central Committee of
CPC. The Outline for Scientific Literacy shows that the scientific development notion
of “basing on human” has been further inspired, that the economic and social develop-
ment model of our country has turned to the idea of “two dependences”, and especial-
ly that the dependence on the improvement of quality of workforce is emphasized
highly.

According to the definition provided in The Outline for Scientific Literacy, sci-
entific literacy is an important part of civil literacy, the possession of which by a citi-
zen means the knowing of necessary knowledge of science and technology, the grasp-
ing of basic scientific methods, the forming of scientific thinking, the appreciating of
science spirit, and being able to use the science and technology to deal with practical
matters and participate in the public affaires. This definition highlights the “four sci-
entific elements” and “two capacities”. The Qutline for Scientific Literacy puts for-
ward firstly the ideal of the “construction” of civil scientific literacy. Centering on the
goals and tasks established by The Outline for Scientific Literacy, the weight and
clue of science popularization in our country start a new breakthrough and step into an
unprecedented new situation.

The year of 2006 is the first year of the promulgation of The Outline for Scien-
tific Literacy, undertakings in various forms being carried out smoothly and then
shaping the good environment of “government promoting, public participating, exal-
ting the literacy, contributing to the harmony”. Based on the theme of The Outline
of Scientific Literacy, each sector of the society tried their best to propaganda the
scientific development ideas of “resource saving, environment protecting and health
guaranteeing”, initiated different kinds of science popularization activities for four key

groups of people, and enhanced the construction of infrastructure of science populari-




zation to provide more opportunities and ways for the construction of civil scientific
literacy. Science popularization that focuses on the scientific literacy for all citizens
thus marks the development of the enterprise of science popularization in China in the
year of 2006, When reviewing the development of science popularization in that year,
we can say that every member of the compiling panel of “Science Popularization Re-
port of China 2007” has perceived the new thoughts and situations manifested in the
field of science popularization, and delightedly made analysis and recording of the year
which will have extraordinary significance in the science popularization history of Chi-
na. In order to highlight the implementation of The Qutline for Scientific Literacy,
Science Popularization Report of China 2007 makes a partial adjustment in chapter
there, in which the science popularization work for the four key groups of people be-
comes the main contents to reflect the work of science popularization in the year of
2006,

As a research-oriented document, Science Popularization of China puts its value
on recording and analyzing objectively the development situation of science populariza-
tion in our country, and featuring properly the characteristics of the science populari-
zation works in each precedent year. This report is the sixth annual research-oriented
work report of the compilation panel of “Science Popularization Report” provided by
China Research Institute for Science Popularization. The contributors of this report
who come from different departments, units and institutions all conform to the com-
mon rules of being precise and being practical and realistic. The boom of science pop-
ularization makes the compiling work more difficult. Facing the plentiful outcomes in
the field of science popularization each year, we have to pay special attention to how
to select and present to readers the works which embody the value of science populari-
zation mostly and have the best innovative ideas and lively contents. Science populari-
zation activities involve many aspects of the developments in economy, science and
technology, and the social lives, having large quantity of works, extensive involve-
ment, and various forms and contents. But we lack systematic statistical data and
perfect evaluation methods for these activities at present, which becomes a challenge
to us in our present work. Due to this reason, the statistical data in this report comes
mainly from the departments, units and institutions, and the articles concerning abili-
ty construction are provided by professional associations, research institutes and rele-
vant scholars. After our study [or many years, science popularization report has es-
tablished its basic structural frame of covering the main fields of science populariza-
tion, trying to sustain this framc in its evolution with continual statistical data and

analyzing methods and keeping its research methods of quantity-analysis, quality-analy-



sis and comprehensive evaluation. We hope readers could see the process and develop-
ment trend of the enterprise of science popularization in China from our annual re-
ports.

The compilation and publication of Science Popularization Report of China gets
its help continually from the Secretariat of the China Association for Science and
Technology. It is the result through cooperation with the Ministry of Science and
Technology, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Labor and Social Security,
the Ministry of Agriculture, All China Federation of Trade Unions, Chinese Commu-
nist Youth League, All China Women’s Federation, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
National Natural Science Foundation of China, and many news agencies, and it testi-
fies the direct support from the relevant departments, national societies, research in-
stitutes of CAST, and the associations of science and technology of each provinces,
autonomous regions and municipalities. The successful publication of this report is al-
so indebted to the Popular Science Press for its assistance, We are here extend our

sincere thanks to relevant leaders, units, scholars and workers.

Science Popularization Report of China
Compilation Panel
9-14-2007
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