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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame 1o be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts” Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF YANGZHOU

Yangzhou sits on the northern bank of the lower

reaches of the Yangtze River, at the centre of Jiangsu
Province. It is also located at the junction of the
Grand Canal and Yangtze River, the communication
centre where the Yangtze River and the Huaihe River
joint. With the advantage of the location, Yangzhou
has long been known as “The Door of North Jiangsu™
and “An Important City to the Southeast of China”.
Under its jurisdiction, Yangzhou has three county-
level cities, namely Gaoyou, Jiangdu and Yizheng,
a county, namely Baoying and three districts, namely
Guangling, Weiyang and Hanjiang. It covers an area
0f 6653.81 square km with a population of 4,571,900,
among which the city proper occupies an area of
988.81 square km with a population of 1,151,300.
Yangzhou is an early developed area of the south-

east of China. According to archaeological studies, rice was cultivated in
the region in the Neolithic Age. After the Emperor Wu of the Zhou Dy-
nasty destroyed Shang Dynasty, he established the State of
Gan here, latterly named as the State of Han. It was annexed
by the State of Wu in the Spring and Autumn Period. At 486
B.C., Fuchai, the King of the State of Wu, built the Han city
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White Glaze Sedan
(The Tang Dynasty)
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in Shugang area, dug the Han canal to link up the
Yangtze River and the Huaihe River, this is the first
canal of China. After Qin Shi Huang, the first em-
peror of Qin State, united China, the Guangling
county was set. During the Han Dynasty, Yangzhou
had been the capital of the vassal state of Fan for a
long time. In the ninth year of Emperor Yangdi's
reign of the Sui Dynasty (589A.D.), it began to be
named as Yangzhou. The ancient city Yangzhou un-
derwent several ups and downs, during the Western
Han Dynasty, Liubi, the king of Wu state, built the
circumvallation for fourteen and a half li. during the
Tang Dynasty, Da city and Zi city were built, in the
Northern Song Dynasty, Songda city, Baoyou city
and Jia city were built. Since Ming Dynasty and Qing
Dynasty, there were an old city and a new city, they

were dismantled in the modern times. Up to the present, the relics of the
ancient city of the past dynasties were kept down inside and outside the
Yangzhou city. In 1982, Yangzhou was declared by the State
Council as one of the first group of 24 historic and cultural
cities in China.

From of old, Yangzhou had been an important centre of eco-




nomic activities. In the beginning of the Han
Dynasty, official salt business and iron business were
very flourish. In the Sui and Tang Dynasties,
Yangzhou was prosperous as a hub of water
transportation, thus it emerged as a business and in-
ternational port city. In the flourishing ages,
Yangzhou was very prosperous with few parallels
Isewhere. Merch from South

Japan and other countries came to Yangzhou one after

Asia, Persia,

the other. During the tumultuous yéars of Song, Yuan,
and Ming Dynasties, Yangzhou endured many
upheavals. Its development was restrained.
Nevertheless, to the end of the Ming Dynasty and
the beginning of the Qing dynasty, with the rise of
salt trade, water transport and transfer, Yangzhou
became be the main hinge of the north and south canal transport, and an
important supply base of salt all over China. Once again there appeared
the prosperity in Yangzhou.

The flat land and rich in rivers made Yangzhou having the advantage for
garden construction. Yangzhou’s gardens construction originated in the
Han Dynasty, took shape in the Tang Dynasty, and flourished in the middle
of Qing Dynasty. Afforestation and landscaping reached a climax, when
merchants and the urban and suburban gentry went on a garden construc-
tion spree in a bid for the favour of Emperors Kangxi and Qianlong of the
Qing Dynasty, who several times visited Yangzhou on inspection tours of
south China. A Yanzhou native is apt to chant proudly “No gardens else-
where under Heaven are as beautiful as those built in Yangzhou”. In that
time, from the Slender West Lake to Shugang Hill, “flowers and willows
go along with flow of the river, rows of pavilions extend till the end.” In
the city, the row upon row of government official gardens, temple gardens
and assembly hall’s gardens interweave with the Yangzhou characteristic
traditional residences. Lanes are long winding. These form the unique scene
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Coloured Drawing Pottery Woman
Figurine (The Tang Dynasty)

of ancient Yangzhou city.

The prosperous economy promoted prosperity of
culture. Since old times, Yangzhou has been a place
where talented people come forward and gather to-
gether e.g. Zhuang Ji, Zou Yang of the Western Han
Dynasty, inditer Chen Ling of the Eastern Han
Dynasty, Li Bai, Bai Juyi, Ouyang Xiu, Su Shi, Qin
Guan of the Tang and Song Dynasties. They had
written profusely in praise of Yangzhou. The line of
Li Bai of the Tang Dynasty, “Visiting mist-shrouded
Yangzhou in March”, had been a poetic masterpiece
through the ages. During Ming and Qing Dynasties,
Yangzhou boasted celebrities and talents with their
schools in the literary world. Shi Naian, Tang Xianzu,
Wu Jingzi, Cao Xuegin, Gong Zizhen, WeiYuan and
hou. Especially, ¥ hou Pai

so on were all tightly bound to Y

which are represented by Yangzhou’s Eight Art Eccentrics”, was shining
through the ages, Yangzhou School which carried forward down-to-earth
learning was excellent. With a long period of cultural accumulation,
Yangzhou has become a history cultural treasure place of long standing
between Yangtze River and Huaihe river.

Yangzhou’s culture has a solid foundation, and cultivated large crops of
talented people. Yangzhou has always been famous for its traditional arts
and crafts including Yangzhou engraving printing, potted landscape,
lacquerware, illumination, cuisine, pastries, pickles and so on.

The ancient city Yangzhou went through all the vicissitudes. She is more
beautiful today. With the reform and opening-up, especially, when the
traditional culture is adequately protected, the city’s infrastructural invest-
ment increases largely. Yangzhou is gradually forming a new city frame-
work of “East Town West City, North Land South Port”. A famous city
Yangzhou with the ancient culture and modern civilization is exhibiting to
people.
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YANGZHOU CITY RUINS
Yangzhou City Ruins is located in the downtown area and the northwest of suburb.

Ancient Tang City Ruins is located at Shugang, northwest of the city. During the
Eastern Zhou Dynasty, in the 34th year of the Emperor Jing s reign (486 B.C.),
Fuchai, the King of the State of Wu, built the city Han here to contend for hegemony
of the central plains. In the Han Dynasty, the city Guangling was built, and extended
to Shugang in 4th year of Tang Dynasty Emperor Jianzhong s reign (783). At present,
the relics of city wall and moat of the Tang city are preserved.
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WESTERN GATE OF SONG DA CITY RUINS
It is an important part of Yangzhou City Ruins. Located Siwangting Road, it
was the western city gate of Song Da city. The base of the city wall and walkway
were excavated in 1993, and had been well preserved.
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Ancient Tang City Ruins.
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Western Gate of Song Da city Ruins.
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TIANNING TEMPLE
Located in the Fengle Street, it was
a villa of Xie An, a power official
of the Eastern Jin Dynasty. His son
changed the villa to a temple.
During the Northern Song Dynasty
emperor Zhenghe's reign, the
temple was named as Tianning
Temple by the empe Emperor
Kangxi of the Qing Dynas
at the temple temporarily on the
inspection tours of south China.
The temple was destroyed and
rebuilt several times. The whole
buildings’ layout is compact and

symmetrical.




O REZREHK o

i Fm KX Bk, B
% =4 (8384F) ik th & A
I P RPN TR
BEFTRTR.ELLAE, £
BHEAHE, EMEMRE,

MULANYUAN STONE
PAGODA

Located in Wenchang Middle Road, it
was built to keep Buddha Sheli in the
3rd year of the Tang Dynasty Emperor
Kaicheng's reign (838). During Emperor
Jiaxi's reign of the Northern Song
Dynasty, it was moved from the Huizhao
Temple outside of the Western Gate. The
pagoda with 5 floors and 6 sides was
built by bluestone. It is a magnific and
imposing building.




O IRA e
MTHEXE RS, RRFRL. Bk
RAAARE -, HEXTER, KM%

FHHE ERE. AREER, ARIEA
5 WA RN

==

QIONG FLOWER TEMPLE
Located in Wenchang Middle Road, the original name was Fanxi Temple. In the Song
Dynasty, there was a spray of Qiong flower in the temple. It's said that it was none such
under heaven. When he was the governor, Ouyang Xui wrote the “Unparalleled Pavilion’

The temple was destroyed and rebuilt many times. The Qiong flower platform and the stele
of “Fanxi Temple” are preserved now.

THE ASPECT OF THE ANCIENT CITY
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#Ji3F ® @ (W) Xifang Temple (The Ming Dynasty).




