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The World Natural Heritage in Yunnan, China
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The World Cultural and Natural Heritage Certificate
for Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas
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UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,
SCIENTIFIC AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

The World F z "Commitsee
bas inscribed

Thyee Parallel Rivers of YnanProtected Areas

on the World Heritage List

Inscription on this List confirms the exceptional
and universal value of a cultural or
natural site which requires protection for the benefit
of all humanity

DATE OF INSCRIPTION - @
5 2003 .
DIRECTOR-GENERAL

OF UNESCO
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World Natural Heritage—Dali, Lijiang and Shangrila

The three districts Dali, Lijiang and Shangrila are located in Northwest Yunnan,
China and in the vertical valley of Hengduan Mountain Range. The three districted
boast rivers and mountains and harmoniously coexisting nationalities. Three riv-
ers run from north to south—they are Nujiang River, Lancang River and Jinsha
River amid the three mountains Gaoligong, Nushan (Biluo Jokul) and Yunling at
the southern end of Hengduan Mountain Range. Both mountains and rivers are
interlaced and parallel, creating the unique landform of three rivers running in
parallel. The three rivers run 170km forward together and the minimum straight
distance is at 66km only, with the minimum altitude at 760m and the maximum
altitude at 6,740m. With the drop in level of approximately ékm, such landform
means the rare geographic wonder of alpine valley in the world.

The area of Three Parallel Rivers boasts wonderful mountains, valleys, rivers
and lakes, where there are the virgin grassland, forest, jokul with unique flow-



ers and plants, multiple nationalities and attractive local customs and folklore.
This area enjoys the rich tourism resources, having 11 national natural reserves
and 12 scenic spots, as well as 118 strange-shaped jokuls with the altitude
at above 5,000m. In addition, there are many primitive forests and iceworn
lakes, the most completely developed Danxia Landform with the largest area
in China, “the world’s biological gene bank” rich in biotic community in Eurasia,
golden monkey and other 76 national protected animals, and Taiwania flousiana
and other 33 national protected plants, as well as more than hundred famous
scenic spots and world’s cultural heritages. To sum up, all aspects are reflected
in significant and special value of geographical research and natural and hu-
manistic aesthetics. The UNESCO approved Dadli, Lijiang, Shangrila and Nujiang
districts in the area of Three Parallel Rivers as the world’s natural heritages on July 2,
2003 on the basis of repeated inspections and argumentations. Out of these four
districts, Dali, Lijiang and Shangrila are on the hot route for tourism in Yunnan—
Dali has been a famous resort since Tang and Song dynasties; Lijiang is listed as
the world’s cultural heritage and Shangrila is an site attracting both foreign and
domestic tourists.

K BIL. Y% V7Y 503> 0H# K 13 EERE LTI ORI IR RS s
K&HBo =20 DIRAKITEWVICHE> T & RBIFEZICEA. BOICBELT L
Bo CZOMMILIAR OFENGICH BRBEIL B CERZL) - EHO3-SDIDRIT
s JED SEIADTT AT WL, £INLO=KEIAHRATHOS. —> DIz
—20JI|. HERHEAZPAL>T BT UIA Sl ST HPOHIE TR L -
[f] UJT[EC170kn HIEA T\ 3201l D O b4 O EFEEEEIZ66kn 72 1 £ ¢ BEDE
PUIT60 X — bl i DHFHIL6TI0X — b Uy BHEDZEA 6k < DHEFED 8 > 1212 11
WS L OT AR BIZ 2 > TV B,

IR O W ENIEAER iIcet T E L < ¢ BEEOFHILESL. Z1L 07t
FAPAT R RIEDZ . RIBOEIESIEECME. BtEHIT 2 hOHTEECH S, 11
DOEFFD AR HERX L1200 KA 5 ; 50004 — b VELE. FEAKIEIZE S E 1]
MU8DH B T UNTH D FIEMM L <« B LTV AKEHHH 5; HETILHE
B MLTEHUTOV B EOMBRE S S 5; 12— 37 KEOEMETE DR & i
wiz “WROEYOBZTHE Hbd; ¥ 3¥aviEoTORERHOEERY &
508 A¥ 5 EOMROEFFOREEW DS 5 ; ERLLEDE %75 42505 S5
WBEDH B B 51T, ITEEHEIT U ORI HIRHTT & 5/ ATE
FOMESEN TS ZD7zHIT. 20034E7H2H « EMEE R SO HEEIE4E VR L
ARECELEDICIT, « SILHFRHX ORI, BIT. ¥ > 21 5. BT OMEMINT %
MAREARBEEELTHA L. 204, KE. BT, Y% Y20 503508 K 1L E
DOEHDO—D>DOEEDMITI— AT KEIZERLE. BN TCLEZEBFTOAIESL
;ﬁggé‘gmuﬁﬁiwﬁﬁf\yvyfuauamﬁmﬁﬁzwﬁcﬂnéﬁ

DEEHT




Cae =

ONTENTS

ruzaE Py ¥E

Wonderful and Attractive Dali
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Auspicious Shangrila
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Grand Cangshan Mountain and Erhai Lake

Wonderful and Attractive Dali

Dali is one of the national historic and cultural cities,
national key Spots ¢ ature ¢ s, and national
top attractive cities publicized by the State Council, where
18 nationalities live, with a population of 3,390,000—of
which, one-third are people of the Bai nationality. With
the top community of Bai people in China, Dali boasts
a long history, developed culture, acting as the ancient
capital at the crossroad of Asian culture and the cradle of
Yunnan’s history and culture. It was the Nanzhao and
Dali kingdoms over more than 500 years during Tang
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and Song dynasties and used to be Yunnan’s political,
economic and cultural center. The weather here is fine and
warm, just like in spring all the time. With the wonderful
natural scenes, scenic spots and rich and unique local
an attractive place to touris In pdniculdl
“wind, flower, snow and moon™ are quite

famous, which are pretty, unique and splendid.
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Dali’s Four Unique Scenes—Wind, Flower,
Snow and Moon

Xiaguan Wind: Surround by mountains at four directions,
Xiaguan has Xi’er River with its outfall shaped like a trumpet.
The Indian Ocean’s monsoon comes to a closed site at Xiaguan
along the 40-li-long valley of the River, so as to gather the super
air force pushed into the Xiaguanba. With the cold air from the
brooks of Cangshang Mountain, Xiaguan has the convection of
air from opposite direction. The power of such air depends on
the seasons, featuring “the strong wind but not cold, free of any
sand or dust”. In such case, Dali is very clean due to such famous
wind.

Shdnzuudn Flower: It is said that there was a “10-li
fragrant tree,” in the Ming Dynasty with the blossom as large
as a lotus flower, in pink white color. As fragment as sweet-
scented osmanthus, this tree could be smelt hundrcd meters
away. Blossoming out each month per year, this tree attracted
many viewers and it was reputed as the Shangguan Flower. Even
though this tree died later, the local people in Dali flatland love
flowers and all families here plant flowers—such flowers look



beautiful and
brilliant and the
Shangguan flowers
have become well-
known.
Cangshan
Mountain Sno
When flowers
blossom in warm
ring in the Dali
flatland, Erhai
Lake enjoys the
warm weather and
sunshine, looking
flat and bright
like a mirror. The
snow on 19 peaks

s bright and
ystal, with their
inverted images
on the green water
of Erhai Lake
With the attr:
scenes of such
peaks, snow and
beautiful Erhai
Lake, visitors
can enjoy the
grand scenery
of Cangshan
Mountain and
Erhai L
Erhai Lake
Moon: Erhai
always reputed as
the “bright pearl on
plateau’. With clear
and crystal water,
the Lake enjoys the
“moon and starts
larger and brighter
than other places™
at quite night free
of wind. The snow-
covered Cangshan
Mountain is
reflected on the
er of the Lake,
with the inverted
image looking like
a white silk. With
the snow under
the moon and the
inverted image
on the water,
cenery here
) beautiful
and virtual and
the scenery “Erhai
Moon” is quite
famous.
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[Jindao Zhi Guang]

LER, A X & Art Plaza. It demonstrates the cultural contents of
=425 /‘*n S FR I R 8 Dali over thousands of years and the imperial wonders
f‘-"]"’v‘ IR ifﬂ, &) i%l < of Dali as Nanzhao Kingdom in Tang Dynasty and Dali
48 B Kingdom in Song Dynasty over approximately 600

years
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Light of Jindao Island

Jindao Island (Nanzhao Style Island) is located
in the northeast of Erhai Lake, as the key part of
Shuanglang Scenic Area and one of Yunnan's top 25
tourists destinations. It includes eight scenic spots such
as Sculptures Dock at Shayimu, Acuoye Kwan-yin
Plaza, Nanzhao Summer Xanadu, Bai Benzhu Culture

BBMRIE S Nanzhao Style Island  FIRRE 1§ &




HUANG LANG Bl

S

SEER A  Shuanglang Scenery TEFDEF

Erhai Lake in Morning EG 0%







#HE Huanglong Pond b £Fk Golden Autumn &k

@




