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With the possible exception of equal rights, perhaps the most controversial issue across
the United States today is death penalty. Many argue that it is an effective deterrent (B f5)
to murder, while others maintain there is no convincing evidence that the death penalty
reduces the number of murders.

The principal argument advanced by those opposed to the death penalty, basically is that
it is cruel and inhuman punishment, that it is the mark of a brutal society, and finally that
it is of questionable effectiveness as a deterrent to crime anyway.

In our opinion, the death penalty is a necessary evil. Throughout the recorded history
there have always been those extreme individuals in every society who were capable of terribly
violent crimes such as murder. But some are more extreme than others.

For example, it is one thing to take the life of another is a fit of blind rage, but quite
another to coldly plot and carry out the murder of one or more people in the style of a butcher.
Thus, murder, like all other crimes, is a matter of relative degree. While it could be argued
with some conviction that the criminal in the first instance should be merely isolated from

society, such should not be the fate of the latter type of murder. The value of the death
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penalty as a deterrent to crime may be open to debate. But the overwhelming majority of
citizens believe that the death penalty protects them. Their belief is reinforced by evidence
which shows that the death penalty deters murder. For example, from 1954 to 1963, when
the death penalty was consistently imposed in California, the murder rate remained between
three and four murders for each 100,000 population. Since 1964 the death penalty has been
imposed only once, and the murder rate has arisen to 10.4 murders for each 100,000
population. The sharp climb in the state’s murder rate, which began when executions
stopped, is no coincidence. It is convincing evidence that the death penalty does deter many
murderers. If the bill reestablishing the death penalty is vetoed (& #¢), innocent people
will be murdered—some whose lives may have been saved if the death penalty were in effect.

This is literally a life or death matter. The lives of thousands of innocent people must be

protected. (1999 4E55/NES)

i 2.

In the USA, 85% of the population over the age of 21 approve of the death penalty. In
the many states which still have the death penalty, some use the electrical chair, which can
take up to 20 minutes to kill, while others use gas or lethal injection.

The first of these was the case of Ruth Ellis who was hanged for shooting her lover in
what was generally regarded as a crime of passion. The second was hanged for murders
which, it was later proved, had been committed by someone else.

The pro-hanging lobby uses four main arguments to support its call for the reintroduction
of capital punishment. First, there is the deterrence theory, which argues that the potential
murderers would think twice before committing the act if they knew that they might die if
they were caught. The armed bank robber might, go back to being unarmed.

The other two arguments are more suspect. The idea of retribution demands that
criminals should get what they deserve: if a murderer intentionally set out to commit a
crime, he should accept the consequences. Retribution, which is just another word for
revenge, is supported by the religious doctrine of an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.

The arguments against the death penalty are largely humanitarian. But there are also
statistical reasons for opposing it: the deterrence figure do not add up. In Britain, 1903 was
the record for executions and yet in 1904 the number of murders actually rose. There was a
similar occurrence in 1946 and 1947. If the deterrence theory were correct, the rate should
have fallen.

The other reasons to oppose the death penalty are largely a matter of individual
conscience and belief. One is that murder is murder and the state has no more right to take a
life than the individual. The other is Christianity advises forgiveness, not revenge. (1997 4E
L e )
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