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With this book, you can go around Xiamen without worry.
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Preface

Xiamen is a well-known beautiful island scenery city. It is one of the five
Special Economic Zones. In recent years, Xiamen has obtained extraordinary
achievement in culture and education, sanitation and sports etc.along with the high
speed development of the social economy. The situation of the city appearance and the
living environment have been made rapidly improvement. Thus it has received
several national rewards such as " National Civilization City, China Best Traveling
City and the Best Living City in the World". Every year there are about million
tourists from home and abroad traveling to Xiamen.

It is a good thing that many traveling books and brochures are appeared on the
bookshops with the prosperous development of the tourism. But after reading these
books, one will find all those previously published books only introduce a few scenic
spots like Gulangyun or Jimei. Xiamen has six administrative districts. Each district
has its own cultural and historical relics, scenic spots. I once tried to find a traveling
book with all the natural landscape and the humanities landscape of Xiamen, but in
vain. It is great that "A Walk in Xiamen" which introduce whole scenic spots of
Xiamen with the vivid pictures will be published soon.

Zheng Xian, the author of "A Walk in Xiamen" is my good friend. We knew
each other about 20 years ago. At that time, he was the professional news clerk of the
political department of Xiamen Garrison Command. In 1979, he published his first
new photography work in Xiamen Daily. In 1987, he held an individual photographic
exhibition in Xiamen and his hometown Yongtai county. His work "Gather in Dragon
Year" has received the golden prize of "Fujian for 40 years", "Platoon Leader Zhou
Liping for Rescue Populace Property To devote” had won the first award of the
national news. In 1993, he changed career from the army to Xiamen Dialy as a photo
journalist. He has walked to every corner of Xiamen city and countryside and
gathered many news and took many pictures. With his unique sensitivity, he is good at
catching the beautiful instantaneous. He has accumulated many photos via his dozens
years' photo career. "A Walk in Xiamen" selected more than 400 pictures from his
present works with the vivid characters to introduce each characteristic landscapes,
scenic spots and historical events of Xiamen. It is indeed a worth traveling book to
read and collect. Therefore I'am happy to write the preface for it.
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Big Boot: With this book, you can go around Xiamen without worry. i
Old Jeep: The main purpose of this book is to help you understand the many i
exotic places in Xiamen, making it easy for you to find the places you want to go. So
the author, a senior journalist of Xiamen Daily, took many photos to help you get a

feeling of what Xiamen is like.
Big Boot: I have learned that Xiamen is a very beautiful city. Let me have a deep

search.
\.
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B, —4EmpEBMT  Xiamen, a Beautiful Coastal City

4




A AmEn

A Walk In Xiamen

EHmR: REA
City Tree: Flame Tree

EIHE: 6%
City Bird: Egret

EihiE: =A%
City Flower: Bougainvillea
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Xiamen Name Card
o N\

City Name: It is said the city name Xiamen is from its location as it is in the lower part of Haimen 1§

& R

Island in Jiulong River. ]

Geographic location: Xiamen is located in the south-eastern part of China, on the entrance to the sea
of Jiulong River, and is on the west coast of the Taiwan Strait at 118°04'04"E and 24°26'46"N.

Feature of City: City on the sea, sea in the city . The shape of the land makes it look like an egret
and many egrets live on the island, hence the nickname, Egret Island.

Climate: The climate of Xiamen is sub-tropical. It is not too hot in the summer, and nor it is too cold
in the winter, which gives you the feeling of spring year round.

Administration District: It belongs to the sub-provincial level. It has 6 Districts: Siming, Huli, Jimei,
Haicang, Tong'an and Xiang'an. Minnan(South Fujian)dialect is the local language.

Area: Xiamen has a total area of 1,565 Square kilometers, of which Xiamen Island is only 133 Square
kilometers. The part of the sea that is also classified as Xiamen is more than 300 Square kilometers.

Population: There are 1.32 million people living in Xiamen, of which the urban population is over
0.5 million. Although the most population is of the Han nationality, there are more than 20 minority
nationalities such as the Hui, Man, Zhuang, She, Miao and Gaoshan Nationalities. Also there are many
returned overseas Chinese and residents from Hongkong, Macau and Taiwan.

History: More than 3000 years ago, the ancient people of Min-Yue lived in this wild and desert
island. In the middle of the Tang Dynasty, people of the Han Nationality from the mainland migrated to
Xiamen. Since the beginning of the Song Dynasty, Xiamen officially began its administrative system and
was affiliated to Tong'an County of the Quanzhou Prefecture. In the Ming Dynasty, the marquis of

Jiangxia, Zhou Dexing, built castles and city wall around the island, and established the City of Xiamen. In

- oy
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the end of the Ming Dynasty and the beginning of the Qing Dynasty, the national hero Zheng Chenggong
(known as Koxinga in the West) made Xiamen and Jinmen his bases to defend the Ming Dynasty from the
Manchu and wrest Taiwan from the Dutch. He renamed Xiamen as Siming to remember the Ming
Dynasty. After the Opium War in 1842, Xiamen was forced to be one of the five trading ports. In 1935,
Xiamen was set up as an administrative city.

On Oct 17, 1949, Xiamen was liberated and Xiamen Municipal People's Government was established.
The administrative rank is a provincial city. In October 1980, the State Council approved the
establishment of 2.5 square kilometers as Special Economic Zone in Huli District. In 1984, the Special
Economic Zone was expanded to include the entire island. In 1994, Xiamen was raised to Sub-Provincial
administration.

City Tree: Flame Tree

City Flower: Bougainvillea

City Bird: Egret

City Rewards: National Garden City, National Environmental Protection Model City, China Best
Traveling City, National Sanitary City , The One of the Ten Best Living Cities in China, Nations in Bloom,
National Civilization City , and The Best Living City in the World .

Historical Famous Figures: Su Song: The Earliest Inventor of Clock, Zhu Xi: The Great Confucian
Philosopher, Wu Tao: The God Who Protects Life, a Famous Doctor In the Song Dynasty, Zheng
Chenggong and Chen Huacheng: The National Heroes, Chen Jiageng: The Leader of Patriotic Overseas
Chinese, Lin Qiaozhi: The People's Medical Scientist

Twenty Famous Scenic Spots: Rocky Green, Dalun and Brahma, Sunrise Viewing on Cloud Top Rock,
Five Old Gentlemen Reaching the Clouds, Stone Smile for Peace, Heavenly Dawning Bell, Beishan
Mountain Dragon Pools, Eastern Bend Overlooking Sea, Flying Rainbow in Dongdu, Rock and Pine in
Golden Hill, Fishing Rock under Jinbang Mountain, Moonlight Reflected in the Tiger Brook, Ciji Palace
in Qingjiao, Cannon King on Huli Mount, Dense Rain at Hongshan Mountain, Vigor in Bright
Moonshine, The Hidden Sea in the Shuzhuang Park, Gulang Cave, Nightscape of Yuandang Lake, and
Turtle Garden in Spring Sunshine.

Main Famous Local Snacks: Tosundong (Jelly Fish and Sea Worm), Oysters Omelet, Shachamian
(Noodles with a sweet and spicy flavor), Glutinous rice dumplings with meat stuffing, Scallion Cake, Taro
Cake, Mianxianhu (Thin Noodles), Chive (leek) Pocket, Deep-fried Five-flavor Rolls, Thin Pancake,
Noodles with Prawn, etc.

Local Specialty: Gulangyu Cake, Huangjinxian Prepared Meats, Peanut crisp, Mushroom Meat Paste,
Peanut with Flour Cover, Zhuxiu (Articles dotted with pearls), Qixiandiao(Carved handcrafts decorated
with lacquer paints).

Code : 0592 Postcode : 361000
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