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Abstract

This paper consists of two parts: a study of the early Buddhist
Kappa, and a study of the Stupa belief of the early Buddhism in India.

In the first part, we focus our discussion on the following aspects:
Catta mahapadesa, Pafica —kappa, Satta — kappa, Dasa vatthiini and
the Kappa of both food and clothing. We have attempted our study in
an all —round way on the origin and development of these Kappas. Ei-
ther the Ten Indulgences (Dasa vatthiini ) or the Kappa of both food
and clothing has been emphasized in particular. We consider that the
Ten Indulgences came into existence even before the emergence of the
schism of the Theravada. As concerns the formulation of the Vinaya, it
is clearly that the Ten Indulgences reflects some viewpoints of drawing
up rules either of the Theravada or the Mahasanghika school.

Through a study, we have reached a conclusion that there must
be a flexible policy in the light of specific conditions implemented in
the Sana, with an emergence of the Kappa. The flexibility has cer-
tainly alleviated and broken a deadlock of abiding by the rules of the
time, so that the floating articles could be enriched and completed

continuously, and the rules and regulations of the Sana could be em-
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bodied as well. What the Kappa deals with is the aspect of food and

clothing. The aspect of food and clothing is, of cause, a nucleus of
the formulation of the Vinaya. There are some differences between the
Buddhist schools as concerns the comprehension and understanding of
the Kappa. So, the best way for us to get a clear eyes in understand-
ing schism is to make a comparative study on either of these differ-
ences or some specific articles of the Vinaya.

In the second part, we focus our discussion on the Stiipa belief
of the early Buddhism. In accordance with the materials collected ei-
ther from the Vinaya, or the Stele’s inscriptions, or the Canon of the
early Mahayana, we have attempted our study in an all — round way
on the following aspects: the relation between the Caitya worship and
the Stipa belief, the Stapa belief in the past, Pratyekabuddha Stiipa
belief, the offerings of the Stiipa, the pictures of the Stiipa, and the
merits of Stipa belief, etc. Under the influence of these traditional
believes of Indians of the past, the Stiipa belief has later on become
one of the Buddhist traditions. With a further development of Bud-
dhism, the Stiipa belief has also become one of the important ways for
us to make a clear understanding of schism. It is no doubt that this

tradition of belief has paved the way for the emergence of the Mahaya-

na Buddhism.

Key words: Kappa, Pratimoksa, the Buddha Stapa, the School
Buddhism



