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Preface

20 years ago, Sustainable Development, as one of the most important concept
of development in 20" century, was released by the World Commission on Envi-
ronment and Development—the Brundtland Commission and was defined as “de-
velopment that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs”. From then on, Sustainable Develop-
ment step by step becomes a mainstream strategy in the world from international to
national and to local as well. A common task for us and generations to come is to
realize Sustainable Development from strategy to action just as Kofi Annan said;
“Our biggest challenge in this new century is to take an idca that seems abstract-sus-
tainable development, and turn it into a daily reality for all the world’s people. ”

As the biggest developing country and the fastest developing country in the
world, China has achieved a rapid economic development. Nevertheless, like
other developing countries in process of transition but with bigger complexity,
China’s development has been facing numerous challenges in field of environmen-
tal, economic, and social development. How to solve problems in process of de-
velopment and keep the “ China Story” going on sustainably? The answer, as al-
ready clearly aware of by China, inevitably lies in “Sustainable Development”.
Inspiringly, the concept of Sustainable Development has already been deeply inte-
grated with China today, and is being practiced as national strategy. China was a-
mong the first to initiate a national Agenda 21— China Agenda 21 in 1996. Since
Sustainable Development is a new pattern of development in human history, each
country has to turn the concept into their own action according to their own situa-
tion. Hence, it is essential and necessary for every country to learn from experiences

and best practices of other countries.
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Known as the cradle and pioneer of Sustainable Development in the world,
European Union, since the 1980s, had not only played as a positive role in defining
the concept and theory of Sustainable Development, but also turned the notion into
actions and practices of its members. Sustainable Development has already been
popularized and institutionalized as a fundamental guiding principle of EU. Mean-
while, EU has devoted great efforts to working with developing countries to im-
prove their capabilities of implementing Sustainable Development. Many develo-
ping countries in the world including China already participated in EU’s coopera-
tion programmes to strengthen capacity buildings in fields of Sustainable Develop-
ment.

The EU-China Environment Management Co-operation Programme ( EM-
CP), as one of the most important projects funded by the European Commission
in the cnvironment field in China from 2001 to 2005 in order to improve environ-
mental management in China and to strengthen the national capacities by improving
communications and exchanges between China and the European Union, had been
successfully implemented in China. EMCP was managed by the Administrative
Center for China’s Agenda 21—as coordinator on the Chinese side, and was guided
by a Steering Committee consisted of representatives from Ministry of Commerce
(MOFCOM), State Development and Reform Commission ( SDRC), Ministry
of Science & Technology (MOST), State Environment Protection Administration
(SEPA) and the European Commission’s Delegation in Beijing.

After five years’ implementation and with the joint efforts of all parties, EMCP
has brought significant impacts upon China in fields like: (1) Institutional Develop-
ment; targeting at facilitating the incorporation of Sustainable Development con-
siderations into selected sector policies and investment decisions at Sustainable De-
velopment authorities in China; (2) Local and Municipal Development ( LMD) ; fo-
cusing on strengthening awareness and providing planning and management tools
in the field of the environment, as well as the development of inter—city and in-

ter-institutional networks both within China and between China and the EU;
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Preface

(3) Industry Development: awareness strengthening and capacity building initia-
tives to address the need of polluting industrial sectors in China; and (4) Infor-
mation, Documentation and Promotion of Sustainable Development.

This book, as one sustainability initiative of EMCP, covers various aspects
of Sustainable Development such as strategy of Sustainable Development and A-
genda 21, environmental policy, eco-city planning and sustainable building, ur-
ban environmental management, sustainable preservation and revitalization of old
urban areas, eco-agriculture, eco-tourism, circular economy and natural re-
source management, through one and a half year’ of effortful research and com-
pilation by experts from ACCA 21 and Beijing University. This publication is
featured by its comprehensiveness and the integrity of EU’s Sustainable Develop~
ment concepts by means of using ample information and vivid examples—always
from China’s point of view. Analysis and suggestions to cope with relevant prob-
lems in China are proposed in each chapter.

1 believe this book, like a window, would contribute to improving Chinese
people’s understanding and knowledge of Sustainable Development in EU. Besides,
with the China-EU economic cooperation getting more and more booming, I hope
cooperation and exchange in environment management, Sustainable Development
Capacity Building and other Sustainable Development fields will be further

strengthened in the future.

EU Ambassador to China
May 28, 2007
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