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September 28, 2005

Lu Shunjing

Executive Deputy Director

Division of International Relations

Guangzhou Daily Press Group

No. 10 Tongle Road

Renminzhong Road

Guangzhou, 510121

CHINA

Dear Mr. Lu Shunjing

This letter will serve as permission 1o the Guangzhou Daily Press Group to reprint The
Chinese language only.

Empress of China by Philip Chadwick Foster Smith in the
Thank you for your interest in this publication.
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18th Century Guangzhou - a witness to the prelude to the
friendly exchanges between China and the United States

Prologue to Empress of China (Chinese version)

Chen Jianhua

On April 20, 2006, Chinese President Hu
Jintao attended a White House welcoming
ceremony held by his U.S. counterpart
George W. Bush. President Hu delivered a
speech and mentioned Empress of China at
the very beginning: "The Chinese people
have always cherished goodwill towards the
American people. In 1784, U.S. merchant
ship, Empress of China, sailed to China,
opening the friendly exchanges between our
two peoples". Five months later, China and
the U.S. governments announced in Beijing
on September 20, 2006 the establishment of
a China-US economic strategic dialogue
mechanism. The dialogue mechanism was
established according to a consensus be-
tween the U.S. President George W. Bush
and Chinese President Hu Jintao. Henry M.
Paulson Jr., former CEO of the world's lead-
ing investment bank Goldman Sachs Group
Inc., was nominated as United States Secre-
tary of Treasury in July 2006. Soon after tak-
ing office, he delivered a major speech on

U.S.-China economic links, outlining a fresh

new perspective by saying that the United
States has a huge stake in a prosperous and
stable China - a China able and willing to
play its part as a global economic leader. The
United States needs to realize that the U.S.-
China relationship is truly generational and
requires long-term strategic economic en-
gagement on common issues. Under this
new background, it is significant for
Guangzhou Daily Group to plan, translate
and publish the Chinese version of Empress
of China.

I. The Fact of the Empress of China's
First Voyage to China

It all happened 222 years ago, in 1784, the
2nd year after the U.S. won its independence
from the UK. It was Sunday, February 22,
1784: George Washington's 52nd birthday.
American trading ship Empress of China
departed from the harbor of New York and
began her voyage to China. She sailed across
the Atlantic Ocean, passed by the Cape




Verde Island and the Cape of Good Hope.
While sailing southeastward into the Indian
Ocean, Empress of China encountered
French merchant ship Triton near Java. On
July 22, Empress of China came to sail in
company with the French ship and reached
the Pearl River on August 22. After obtain-
ing a pass with an official stamp in Macau,
Empress of China sailed upriver, arrived
and anchored at Whampoa on August 28,
the end of her 13,000 mile voyage that took
her six months and six days. This successful
sailing trip opened a thoroughfare between
the oldest nation and the newest nation on
both sides of the Pacific and created a new
era for the direct links between the two coun-
tries in economics, trade and culture, real-
ized the direct dialogues between the two
nations, both official and civilian, and
marked the prelude to Sino-U.S. friendly
exchanges.

There were four principal owners of the
Empress of China, all prominent merchants
in America. The most important figure is
Robert Morris of Philadelphia, who attended
the First Continental Congress, signed the
Declaration of Independence and took the
position of the first Secretary of Treasury of
the United States. Quite fortunate in both his
official and business careers, he had the fore-
sight and the capacity to extend the com-
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merce of the United States by successfully
executing a direct trading voyage from
North America to China. So they bought a
wartime privateer, fit it out into a wooden
sailing ship in Boston and named it as Em-
press of China. With the tonnage of 360 tons
and sea gauge of 5 meters, the ship was 35
meters long and 10 meters wide. The cost of
financing the ship, including building,
outfitting, loading and launching, was
US$120,000.

Empress of China was navigated by 43
seamen. The captain was John Green and the
ship's all-important supercargo was Samuel
Shaw. Empress of China was also manned
by the second captain, two mates, a surgeon,
a purser, and about 30 sailors. The Gover-
nor of New York signed New York State
clearance permission and sea-letters for the
Empress of China and the Congress of the
United States also granted congressional
sea-letters for her. The ship was loaded with
water and food that could last for 5 and 14
months respectively. She was armed with
cannons and other armament. It was just the
well-selected crew and adequate prepara-
tion that led to the final success of this ad-
venturous voyage.

Empress of China stayed in Canton (today's

Guangzhou) for three months. According to



the East India Company's chronicle report,
the Empress of China's business activity in
Canton was accomplished through the Hong
merchants. Empress of China sold out
ginseng, furs, pepper, cotton, camlets, lead
and bought teas, porcelains, silks, nankeens,
and cassia. Americans got sea-otter pelt for
six pence from the Indians in the American
Northwest, but sold it for US$100 in Canton.
On December 28, Empress of China de-
parted from Canton and started her 15
months journey home, arriving in New York
on May 11, 1785. The trading activity of the
Empress of China brought her a profit of
US$30,000, equaled to a quarter of her
whole investment. Major Samuel Shaw, an
officer of the Continental Army, was the
principal supercargo of Empress of China.
While trading with Hong merchants, he
acquainted himself well with the people
and the local culture of Canton, as seen in
his log: the Chinese are open, free and
lenient, though we are the first American
ship that had ever visited China. It was
some time before the Chinese could fully
comprehend the distinction between the
English and American. They called us the
New People, and when, by the map, we
explained to them the extent of our
country, with its present and increasing
population, they were not a little pleased
at the prospect of so considerable a mar-

ket for the products of their own empire.
Samuel Shaw reported what he saw and
heard in Canton, especially the warm re-
ception and the great respect he received,
to the Secretary of State Johnson. In order
to promote the peaceful development of
Sino-U.S. trade and honor his contribution,
Samuel Shaw was appointed by President
Washington as the first American Consul
in Canton.

The success of Empress of China's pioneer-
ing voyage let Americans believe that direct
trade with China could be so profitable. Al-
lured by the impressive profit and encour-
aged by the preferential tariff and favorable
allowance from the U.S. government, more
U.S. merchant ships set sail to Canton. As a
good start, the United States was soon
ranked to be China's major trading partner
in the late 1790s, second only to the U.K.
which started trading with China one hun-
dred years earlier. Statistics indicated that,
from 1786 to 1833, altogether 1,104 Ameri-
can vessels, equivalent to 44% of the British
ships, sailed to China, four times more than
the total number of ships visiting China from
other European countries apart from the UK.
The import and export value was also much
higher than the total value of European trade
with China (apart from the U.K.).




II. The Historical Significance of Em-
press of China's First Voyage to
Guangzhou

The American people were excited about the
news that the first vessel of the United States
had sailed triumphantly to China and initi-
ated trade with the Chinese. The historic
voyage of the Empress of China found lots
of coverage in the New York press. The New
York newspapers carried long reports of the
event, much of it were picked up and re-
peated in some other cities, and some pa-
pers also published favorable commentaries.
For example, the Independent Journal
remarked: her safe arrival is a symbol of
bright commercial days ahead. It presages
future happy prospects of solid greatness.
The New York News Dispatch observed: the
arrival of a vessel after so prosperous a
voyage, from so distant a place of our globe,
would be celebrated by public thanksgiving
and ringing of bells! It must be a first land-
mark in American Business History. The
ship's business endeavor in Canton was
nothing but extraordinary. However, as a
sharp contrast, advertisements for "Chinese
Goods" imported by the Empress of China
appeared in many places in New York, and
her cargo became a "hot sale". Even Presi-
dent George Washington was very inter-

ested in buying Chinese goods. He wrote to
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Delman on August 17, 1785, asking him to
buy some Chinese goods for him from
China. He also attached a shopping list, a
cultural relic for early Sino-U.S. trade, and
mentioned his favors as China tableware,
blue and white bowls, muslins, silk hand-
kerchiefs and Nankeens as well as beautiful
white muslin for his wife. All this became
the live record of the earliest popularity of
China in the U.S..

1. Reviewing the historical origin of the Sino-
U.S. trade 222 years ago, we can better un-
derstand the profound influence and funda-
mental importance of China in its contribu-

tion to world peace and development.

When Americans sailed thousands of miles
to Canton with the hope to break economic
blockage imposed by the British, the Chinese
gave a warm reception to these adventur-
ous Americans. We can realize that China's
development and strength are obtained
peacefully and China always carries with it
a peace-loving, neighborly and friendly
image. As described by Joseph Needham,
the British historian of science and
technology: "the Chinese navigators from
the Orient are characterized by their
gentleness, forgiveness and generosity. They
never pose threat to the survival of other

nations; they are fully armed, but never con-



quer other races or build garrisons". Russian
writer Tolstoy also says that the Chinese
nation is the oldest, greatest and most peace-
loving nation of the world. China's reform
and opening-up as well as its peaceful de-
velopment policy are deeply rooted in Chi-
nese culture and life. China's fast growth is
irreversible. Trade with China means not
only return in profit but also peace and

civilization.

2. Reviewing the historical origin of the Sino-
U.S. trade 222 years ago, we can feel confi-
dent and optimistic about the development
of Sino-U.S. trade.

Samuel Shaw, the first American Consul in
Canton, expressed his appreciation towards
Cantonese merchants' friendly and warm
reception. American foreign minister, John
Jay, wrote to Samuel Shaw, expressing Con-
gress' satisfaction with the first effort and
attempt of direct Sino-U.S. trade and con-
sidering the success as a great honor to both
the commanders and the participants. Chi-
nese trusted and helped American business-
men when they were in difficulty or when
they lacked money: they sold on credits
without any receipts or check books, only
by signing the names of the Hong in Capi-
tal letters on small pieces of paper. Now

trade clashes between the two countries do

occur from time to time. However, we
should treat these clashes with a reasonable
attitude. Since China and the United States
had a good start in bilateral trade in history,
now the two countries should further their
dialogues, mutual trust and cooperation in
major issues concerning Sino-U.S. trade. In
Americans' opinions, Hong merchants in
Canton are honorable and reliable in all their
dealings, faithful to their contracts and
generous. By reviewing these memories, we
can gain new insights which will help to im-

prove the Sino-U.S. trade relations.

3. Reviewing the historical origin of the Sino-
US trade 222 years ago, we can make Can-
ton better known to the world.

As far as the early Sino-U.S. trade is
concerned, it was the Americans who initi-
ated the trade with the Chinese, because it
was at the prime time of what is known as
the "prosperous years of Qian Long rein" in
the Qing Dynasty. According to some re-
search data, China's total industrial output
in 1750 took up 32% of the world's total,
while the industrial output of whole Europe
only accounted for 23%.Even until 1820
China's GDP still accounted for 32.4% of the
world's total, higher than the current U.S.
proportion in the world economy. Customs

in Canton, known as Hoppo, was the main
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superintendent of foreign trade; and Can-
ton was the global trade center in the eigh-
teenth century. Chinese commodities like
silk, porcelain, tea from Canton, were the
bases of worldwide trade. When the first
group of U.S. adventurers arrived in Canton,
they saw Cantonese economy was in full
flourish. Though they were not the first trad-
ers to China, they still had their own advan-
tages and opportunities. Therefore, the 18th
centur)} Canton was a witness to the prelude
to the friendly exchanges between China
and the United States and a starting point
of the Marine Silk Road. Hence, such popu-
lar sayings about Guangzhou were by no
means exaggerating then: Guangzhou-a rich

and popular place of the world; wealth

abundant in the thirteen Hongs;
Guangzhou-the place of gold mountains and
pearl seas; the southern money house of the
emperor. At that time, a magazine in Phila-
delphia predicted, when reporting on how
rice, broomcorn and pea were introduced to
America from China, that America would
one day become as popular and prosperous
as China. The current 222 anniversary of the
Empress of China's trailblazing venture fore-
tells that Canton will play a more important
role in global trade, and the 100th session of
the Canton Trade Fair foresees the more
healthy development of Sino-U.S. trade in
the future.
December 2006
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