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Preface

Hebei Liaoheyuan Nature Reserve (118°20" ~ 118°53' E, 40°41’ ~ 41°21" N) locates in
Pingguan County of Hebei Province in China. Occupying an area of 33 554.3 hm?, most part of
the Reserve belongs to the headstream of Liaohe River which is one of the 7 longest rivers in
China. The rest belongs to the upriver region of Luanhe River.

The Reserve borders on Lingyuan City of Liaoning Province, Ningcheng County of Inner
Mongolia, Chengde County and Kuancheng Manchu Nationality Autonomous County of Hebei
Province respectively from east, north, west and south. It is a transition region from Inner
Mongolia Plateau to North Hebei Mountains, and there are several landforms within the Reserve.
The highest altitude is 1 738 m and the lowest is 635 m. The humid climates, intact natural
secondary forests, abundant biodiversities and complic‘ated animal and plant resources make the
Reserve become the typical biology gene bank in Northern China.

Many brooklets and rivulets cross through this Reserve which makes this region become the
important source of the Liaohe River and Luanhe River. It also has significant effect on regulating
climate, reducing soil erosion, decontaminating water resource, keeping nature balance and
promoting the sustainable development of the society and economy. Therefore, it is considered
as an environment barrier of the north of Beijing and Tianjin.

The Liaoheyuan Nature Reserve passed the appraisal by the expert committee in July 2003,
and was authorized and set up formally by provincial government of Hebei in March 2004. To
protect the forest ecosystem and endangered wild animal and plant resources, a series of
managing and protecting measures have been established and carried out since its foundation,
which perfected the research and management works of the Reserve. From 2003 to 2006, a
scientific research project of biodiversity investigation and protection in this Reserve was
established and a team comprised of professors and postgraduate students of Hebei Normal
University and science and technology personnel of the nature reserve was also founded. Based
on a series of field surveys to the distribution and amounts types of species, the protecting states
and its environment of the endangered species were implemented. Lots of photos were also
taken to present the biodiversities of the Reserve. More than 500 pictures have been pucked out
to~make a picture book to m, duce e\blodlveralty and its protectlon states. We hop
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Survey of Natural Geographic Situation

The Liaoheyuan Nature Reserve locates at the north west of Pingquan County of Hebei Province in
China. At present, occupying an area 33 554.3 hm? it is one of the biggest nature reserves in Hebei and
belongs to the forests and wild animals’ nature reserve.

The physiognomy of the nature reserve mostly includes low and middle-high mountains with the
altitude from 600 to 1 738 m. As one of the seven longest rivers, Liaohe River originated from here. There
is a vertical change of the water and heat conditions along with the change of the altitude, and the
vegetation of the Reserve also shows a characteristic of the vertical distribution. The flora of the Reserve is
classified as the transition region of Mongolia, Northeast and North China flora, mainly composed by the

plant flora of North China, including parts of the Mongolia and Northeast flora species. Above all, we can

get some impression that the flora compositions of the Reserve are considerably complicated.
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History and Culture

Liaoheyuan has a centuries-old culture and history. It was not only the headstream of Liaohe River but also
the birthplace of the Liao culture, namely culture of Qidan race, which was once very prosperous in history.

Human had already lived here together since Neolithic Ages. As Liaoheyunan was’ the birthplace of
Qidan race and Xi race, it became an ideal site for historians to study the culture of Qidan. According
to the records of “History of Liao Dynasty” (in the 37th volume), we can find some evidences that
Liaoheyuan was once the signory of
the Liao Dynasty. Some famous
emperors of the Liao Dynasty had
ever been hunting and shooting
here. At present, plenty of precious
cultural relics of the Liao Dynasty
are collected and preserved in the
Museum of Pingquan County. Ruins
of elder princess, who was the elder
daughter of empress Xiao, have
been the testimonies for the study
of the culture and history of Liao
Dynasty.
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