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Unit 1 Appointments

Part 1 In-class Reading Text A

Pre-reading Questions

1. How many meanings do you know for the word “appointment” ?

2. What kind of rules do you have to follow in an appointment with your girlfriend / boy-
friend?

3. Do you know what a blind date is?

This Dating Stuff is a Piece of Cake

By Mike Lyons

1 My first car was a blue Chevy. It was only three years old when I bought it, and I was so
proud driving it around, looking to see who was looking at me. That car is what gave me a
chance with Karen. For a long time, I liked Karen. But I could only say “hi” to her because of
my shyness. My car seemed to give me courage, so I asked her to go to the drive-in with me.
She said yes! It was my first date.

2 When the big night arrived, I was nervous. Very! I dressed
carefully, checking and rechecking my wallet to make sure I had my
money. Finally, Ipicked up Karen and we headed for the drive-in.
That night seemed to be perfect. Karen wore a blue dress that al-

most went with my car. Her hair blew in the wind as we drove

through the streets. I felt confident. This dating stuff is a piece of

cake, I thought, as we pulled into our place at the drive-in. Slowly the sky darkened and soon

the movie began.

3 By the middle of the movie, “I'm thirsty,” Karen said suddenly. “I’ll get us some-
thing!” I said. I walked through the dark rows of cars. I bought Cokes and popcorn and M&Ms,

o« 7.



then turned to head back to my car.

4 And that's when I realized I had no idea where my car was! A sea of cars surrounded
me. In the dark, they all looked alike. I couldn’t even remember which direction I'd come from !
So I began walking around looking for a blue Chevy. Then... could it be? Yes! I headed for
the car, hoping the Cokes weren’t too warm or the popcorn too cold for Karen’s liking. I opened
the door—only to discover I didn’t know people in the car.

5 Finally, after looking for my car in the dark so long that I ate the popcorn myself and
drank both Cokes, I found the car. Karen glanced over at me, her eyes icy. “Where’s my
drink?” she asked. I showed her the M&Ms. “This is all they had. ” I sat into my seat, and we
watched the rest of the movie in silence. ( Actually, it was almost the end. )

6 I never went out with Karen again, although one time she did ask to borrow my car. (I
said no. ) And the next time I took a date to the drive-in, I took an extra pack of M&Ms with me
and dropped them all the way, so I could find my way back.

(429 words)

New Words
% appointment /3'paintmont / n. Yoz YN
date /deit/ v He. ESE=S
n. He
* stuff Istaf/ n. (iX) RE; ¥dhs #R
proud /praud/ a. HER (of)
* shyness /'fainis/ n. EHE, EE
* courage /'karid3/ n. BR
* perfect /'pazfikt / a. SEEK
* blow /blou/ v. REXBAS; W) k3l
% confident /'konfidant / . HIEM (of)
darken /'datkan/ v. (X, XE%) T, B
TR
* row /rau/ (—) #
popcorn /'papko:n/ BXKIE
* realize /rislaiz/ v. HiRF
* surround /sa'raund/ v. wHEl; 74, B
* alike /a'laik / a. (—IERIE) HRM; RS
* direction /di'rekfan, Hnl
dai'rekfn/
glance /gla:ns/ v. W — R
icy /'aisi/ a. VK B
* silence /'sailans/ Hie, &

« 9



* extra /'ekstra/ a. BN
* pack /pek/ n. (—) &

Phrases and Expressions

drive-in RTHEBEER; R TERM; RTERT (HEL
FEHCHWELHNTERE ., B3RS)

pick up IR BN

go with e ABR; Heeeoo HHAC

pull into (FE. M) BA, B#; Bk

head back to Bl %; &ME

look for FK

glance over ZpU S

go out with Heoeen HEAS (BREK)

Proper Names

Mike Lyons /maik'lainz/ #yw-BE

Chevy /'tfevi/ BARERTHELRE R M Chevrolet (F#2)
) TR

Ka.ren /'kazran/ 8 (&LFR)

M&Ms BLRAE (REME)

Notes

1. This text is adapted from English Language Learning.
2. My first car was a blue Chevy. (Para. 1)
RENFE—WER—FECHNEH=.
ZEABHEEZSH =%, HHA ¥ DEFSIEENLFR Chevrolet 304 Chevy,
UREE.
3. When the big night arrived, I was nervous. (Para.2)
KTRTASHEX, REBRT!
big — IR EIESHIERA.
4. This dating stuff is a piece of cake,... (Para.2 )
- ARFORRER /N, e
X stuff —FEEHARERELNBER, AB—B,
5. I opened the door—only to discover I didn’t know people in the car. (Para. 4 )
THEN, HRAEBHABRBERAR, ,
iA)4H only J5 BRBH to do EH AAEEMMNEE, ERAANKRFHFRRVLERFEE
iEo
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1 arrived at the shop only to find that I'd left all my money at home.

. Karen glanced over at me, her eyes icy. (Para.5)

FAB VKUK T HR—HR
her eyes icy G5 TEAH) 7 SRR IE BT -

. 1 never went out with Karen again, although one time she did ask to borrow my car.

(Para. 6)

Ak, REGBARFEEEA2E., A, BERRERELT -KE.
did —ia] Ak IE IR IAER .

Reading Comprehension

I.

(JI-BDJN'—'

Read Text A and answer the following questions.
What was the authors feeling toward his first car? Why?
What was the author’s attitude towards dating with Karen? Why?
Did the author change his idea about dating when he was driving Karen to the drive-in?
What happened in the middle of the movie?

. What lesson do you think the author drew from that drive-in incident?

II. Decide whether the following statements are True or False.

(
(

) 1. The blue Chevy is a used car.

) 2. On the night of the date, the narrator (£UA ) forgot to bring money with him.
That's why Karen never went out with him again.

) 3. On the way back to his car, the narrator lost his way. He couldn’t even remem-
ber which direction he’d come from!

) 4. Karen waited for the narrator patiently in the car, and they had a happy time
watching the rest of the movie.

)} 5. The narrator has learned a lesson from his date with Karen.

Vocabulary Exercises

. Find in the right column the expressions closest in meaning to those on the left.

1.

® N A e

confident

a. be all round somebody / something
go with b. understand
date c. move toward
surround d. fetch someone
pick up e. match (HHEC) well
head for f. showing trust
perfect g. appointment
realize h. having everything needed



IV. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the words and phrases given below.

blow confident darken extra proud
surround go with head for only’ pick up

1. The storm is so heavy that the captain can’t see anything. The ship is some
rocks.

2. The bus company provided buses because there were so many people.

3. The girl ran very fast, her hair was in the wind.

4. 1 feel quite about the future because I can see the light at the end of the tunnel
(FEiE).

5. She has always been by fashionable friends.

6. The sky as the storm approached.

7. I have a car, so 1 can you at 7 o’clock next morning.

8. I need a pair of new shoes to those trousers.

9. I tried my best in preparing for the examination, to find failure at last.

10. They were to belong to such a fine team.

V. Translate the following sentences into English.

b B E—5KIBA (record) AFIHZAE, (proud)

BEE KGR, RERAEKRBEE T TR, (darken)
RIXGEHNEAHMACLEIF, (only)

LI MO 0 TAERS, ARIRBIEHFRE/NE—H, (realize; a piece of cake)
YREABBAHAN, FRARKKMIRME T —M, (glance)

IS I

Part I After-class Reading Text B

Suggestions for a First Date

1 So you've finally asked someone out for a date. But what preparations should you make
in advance? Just take a look at the information below. That will help you finish your first date
with ease and confidence.

2 Feeling Shy?
3 If you worry about whether you can deal with discussion topics on your date, why not

plan an activity such as film, theatre, or ice skating?
4 A Sense of Humor!

5 Sometimes you need to show your sense of humor on your first date.
6 Meeting Point

7 If the date is to happen, you first have to meet somewhere. You probably don’t really

. g



