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Unit 1 College Life

The Successful Language Learner

“Learning a language is easy. Even a child can do it!” Most adults who
are learning a second language would disagree with this statement. For them,
learning a language is a very difficult task. They need hundreds of hours of
study and practice, and even this will not guarantee success for every adult
language learner. Language learning is different from other kinds of learning.
Some people who are very intelligent and successful in their fields find it
difficult to succeed in language learning. Conversely, some people who are
successful language learners find it difficult to succeed in other fields.

Language teachers often offer advice to language learners: “Read as
much as you can in the new language. ” “Practice speaking the language every

”

day. ” “Live with people who speak the language. ” “Don’t translate — try to
think in the new language. ” *“Learn as a child would learn; play with the
language. ”
But what does a successful language learner do? Language learning
research shows that successful language learners are similar in many ways.
Some researchers suggest that good language learners are willing and

accurate guessers; have a strong drive to communicate; are often uninhibited;
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are willing to make mistakes; focus on form by looking for patterns and

analyzing; take advantage of all practice opportunities; monitor their speeches

as well as those of others; and pay attention to meaning. Here are some advice

on learning a language.

1.
2.

You must have a good reason or goal in learning the language.
You must be willing to put forth the effort in advance for success in the

target language.

. You need to use the four skills ( writing, listening, reading and speaking )

as much as possible, as often as possible, making the use as real as
possible.

You must have at least one native or near-native friend with whom you
can practice at least several times per week. This is related to number 3,
but is particularly motivating for the language learner. Find a sympathetic
native speaker.

You must be willing to have an open mind and accept different ways of

thinking. This will enable you to be open to different ways of expression

~in the target language. Keeping an open mind to the target culture is an

integral part of language learning.

You must be willing to make errors! This is critical. You must not take
yourself too seriously.

You must develop your own routine and language learning schedule.
Make it a habit!

You must set periodic, short-term goals in the language. These goals must
be concrete, easily definable goals that are not unreachable. You must be
able to succeed in reaching them!

You must look at other successful language learners and do what they do.

Weigh what they do against your strengths to determine your regimen.



10. Above all, you must recognize language learning as fun and pleasurable.

It is hard work, but the fun times must be enjoyed as well!
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Comprehension of the Text

II. Choose the best answers according to the text.

1. C 2. B 3. D 4. A 5. B

Vocabulary

M. Spell the following words with the help of the meanings on the right.

1. communicate 2. purpose 3. outline 4. independent

5. discover 6. therefore 7. intelligent 8. vocabulary

9. clue 10. regularly

IV. Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the words or phrases given
below. Change the forms where necessary.

1. depend on 2. seem 3. regularly 4. charce

. be picked up 6. ability ~ 7. discover 8. therefore
9. communicate 10. intelligent |
Cloze

V. Fill in the blanks with appropriate prepositions.

1. about 2. between 3. about 4. to 5. At 6.in 7. 1In
8. After 9. For 10. For 11. about 12. In 13. as
Translation

VI. Translate the following paragraph into Chinese.
B, LRFEF RIE R B ¥ N AT BA R



